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26J6. Mahesh Dixit, IPS officer of 1993 batch, 
named new IB chief 

1993                                  न       
      न      

 Mahesh Dixit, a 1993 batch Indian Police Service 
(IPS) officer of the Andhra Pradesh cadre has been 
appointed as Director, Intelligence Bureau (DIB), a 
government order said. 

 1993                                           (IPS)         
               न    ,                 (DIB)  न                , 
                               

 He succeeds Tapan Kumar Deka, who held the post 
since 2022. 

 वह   न                        ,    2022    इ  पद पर     र      
 His tenure ends on June 30. 

 उ            30   न          ह  रह  ह   
 Mr. Dixit, a medical doctor by education, has led the 

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) desk and has also served in 
Nagaland and Bihar. 

                                       औ        (J&K)      

        व      ह  और न                         व  द  ह   
 He was Deputy Director of IB in J&K from 2009-12 

and from 2012-15, he was posted in Nagaland. 

 वह 2009-12        -                    न     (Deputy 

Director of IB) रह  और 2012-15    द र   उ           न          
रह   

 He took charge of the Subsidiary Intelligence 
Bureau (SIB) of J&K in 2020 and served there till 2024, 
overseeing the security preparedness and intelligence-
based operations post revocation of Article 370 in the 

erstwhile State. 

 उ ह    2020        -                               (SIB)          र        और 2024    वह   
  व  द ,  ह   उ ह    प व व   र        न      370 ह              द                और       -       

     न        र        
 He is among the Home Ministry officials who are engaged in talks with civil society leaders 

of Ladakh. 

 वह               उ        र            ह              न              न             व        
      ह   

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) on Thursday approved the 
appointment of Mr. Dixit, Special Director, IB as Director, Intelligence Bureau for a tenure 
of two years from the date of assumption of the charge of the post or until further orders, 

whichever is earlier, the order said. 

              न            (ACC)                      ,               ,          न    , 

                    प                                       , पद  र  ह   र                      
 द     ,       पह   ह ,     र  द  द ,  द       ह       

 Due to retire in August 2027, he has been granted extension in service under the 
provisions of FR 56(d) and Rule 16 (1A) of All India Services (Death cum Retirement 
Benefits) Rules, 1958, the order said. 
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      2027      व   व   ह    व    उ ह  FR 56(d)                        (     -  -     न     

   )  न  , 1958     न   16 (1A)      व         ह               द            ह ,  द       ह  
     

 

26J6. Centre‟s hike in passport application fee to take effect on 

July 1 

             न                       1                    

 The application fee for an ordinary fresh passport containing 36 pages 
has been hiked from ₹1,500 to ₹2,500, as the Union government revised the 
passport fee structure through an amendment to the Passports Rules, 1980. 

 36       व              प  प        व द       ₹1,500        र ₹2,500  र  द   
    ह ,                             न  , 1980                       प  प         

  र        द  व      ह   
 The new rules will come into effect from July 1. 

         1               ह     
 According to a notification dated June 20, and published by the 

Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday, the reissue of a 36-page passport will 
also cost ₹2,500. 

 20   न          न ,                         व र               ,         र 36 

                      प      र   र              ₹2,500 ह     
 A tatkal application for a fresh or reissued passport will cost ₹5,000 as 

opposed to the current ₹3,500 rate. 

       प      र         प  प                  व द          व      ₹3,500    
     ₹5,000 ह     

 Similarly, the application fee for an ordinary fresh passport or reissue of a 
passport containing 60 pages has been hiked from ₹2,000 to ₹3,500. 

 इ      र 60       व              प  प       उ    प      र   र       व द       

₹2,000        र ₹3,500  र  द       ह   
 The tatkal fee for 60-page passports will be ₹6,000 as against the 

current ₹4,000. 

 60                                      व      ₹4,000         ₹6,000 ह     
 For minors, the fees for a fresh passport or reissue of passport 

containing 36 pages is ₹1,750, the notification added. 

 न               36       व       प  प       उ    प      र   र           ₹1,750 

ह   ,              ह     ह      ह   
 In its notification, the government also issued a schedule which will 

substitute the “Schedule IV to the Passports Rules, 1980”. 

  प         न      र  र        ई              र     ह ,    “         न  , 1980 

    न     -IV”               
 The revised schedule mentions two sub-categories: for applicants 18 

years of age and above, and minors aged 15 to 18 years, if applied under this 
category; and minor applicants below 18 years of age. 

                         -          उ              ह : 18                         
 व द       इ                  व द   र   व    15    18                           ; 

और 18                           व द           
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GS Paper 1: History 26 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
26J6 Punjab CM says „mask‟ used to create fake video 

                   न     ,             न न         „    ‟                    ‟ 
26J6 One who holds all things 

                                  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26J6. Punjab CM says „mask‟ used to create fake video 

                   न     ,             न न         „    ‟                     

 Amid the ongoing controversy over an objectionable video, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann on Thursday said a conspiracy had been hatched to malign his image on religious 
grounds, even as the Opposition parties accused the Chief Minister of misleading the 

people of Punjab with diversionary statements. 

  प      व            र   र   वव द                                  न       व र     ह     

            पर उ      व  र    र            र    ई ह ,                            पर 
       व         द  र प                   र ह  र       र प        

 Mr. Mann alleged that a Canada-based person, whom he identified as Jagman Samra, had 
used a mask resembling his face to create the video. 
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      न     र प           न       रह   व       न                    उ      हर            

पह  र  ह व             
 ―The fake video was filmed in a hotel in Canada, whereas I have not visited the country since 

2016. 

 " ह     व       न          ह                     ,         2016      द    उ  द    ह       
ह   " 

 The mask was clearly visible in the video and my neck surgery scar was missing. 

 व               प    प     द  ई द  रह     और   र     न              न  न     ह       
 The makers of the fake video have been identified and will be exposed after verification,‖ he 

said at a press conference here. 

 उ ह     ह                            ह , "    व            व       पह     र     ई ह  और 
    प       द उ ह                    " 

 He said the matter would be placed before the Akal Takht, the highest Sikh temporal seat, 

along with the evidence. 

 उ ह     ह     इ                                ,                        -            ह , 
       र          

 On June 15, the Sikh clergy at Akal Takht had declared Mr. Mann Guru Dokhi (a betrayer of 
the Guru) and Khalsa Panth Virodhi (opponent of the Sikh community). 

 15   न                                     न             (        व व      ) और           

       (       द       वर   )                

„For political benefit‟ 

 „   न               ‟ 

 ―For the past several days, a fake and fabricated video of mine has been circulated 

repeatedly. 

 " प     ई  द        र      और                  र-  र     र          रह  ह  " 
 Religious directives were also issued only to derive political benefit,‖ Mr. Mann said. 

      न     ह , "  व     न               र                   द        र         " 

 

26J6. One who holds all things 

                                  

 The tenth of Muharram stands apart in the Islamic 
calendar. 

                                         व     ह व र    ह   
 Ashura, derived from the Arabic ashara (ten), arrives as 

both a summons to remembrance and an invitation to gratitude. 

      ,     र     द      (  )          ह ,   र       व   और 
             र       व र द       र     ह   

 For Shias, it is a solemn period of mourning. 

            न          ह  हर             ह    ह   
 Hussein — Prophet Muhammad‟s grandson and the third 

Shia Imam — refused to yield to tyranny and was killed in the 
Battle of Karbala on this day in 680 CE. 

     न —                   व    और                 —          र    
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               इ   र      और 680         इ    द                    ह द ह    
 In Sunni tradition, the day is marked by voluntary fasting — an observance that predates 

the tragedy at Karbala. 

    न  पर पर      ह  द               र  र            ह ,                द        पह      पर पर  
ह   

 Prophet Muhammad came upon Jews fasting in Madinah on the day to commemorate the 
deliverance of the Israelites from Pharaoh (referring to the parting of the Red Sea). 

                     न                इ   द  र    र    द   ,                   औन          

      (                   व    )             र            
 He declares that Muslims had greater right to honour Prophet Musa (Moses) and prescribed 

the fast. 

 उ ह     ह           न               (               )           र                र ह  
और उ ह    इ   द  र    र         द    द    

 Beyond this foundational event confirmed in Sahih al-Bukhari, several divine interventions 
are associated with Ashura in classical Islamic narrations. 

        -          व     इ                  र  , प र प र  इ      व                  द   ई 

 द                उ           ह   
 Prophet Yunus (Jonah) was freed from the belly of the whale on this day, illustrating the 

power of sincere repentance. 

        न   (  न             )    इ    द          प                ,         प     प    
        द      ह   

 Prophet Adam‟s transgression was forgiven by Allah, marking the beginning of human 

redemption. 

                                      ,          व                ह ई  
 Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) was cast into a massive fire by King Nimrod, and emerged 

unharmed through Allah‟s command – an outcome symbolising unwavering faith. 

             (                 )          न         व              व   द  ,                
 द      व    र      हर        ,                      ह   

 Prophet Ayyub (Job)‟s affliction was cured after years of trial and tribulation — the ultimate 
reward for sabr (steadfast patience). 

            (                )    व           पर    और          द     र  द र ह ई,       

(        )     व              
 Ashura reminds the faithful of one constant: that no trial is final. 

       ई    व        ह             द  द     ह       ई    पर           ह   ह     
 Every Prophet tested was ultimately upheld — not just by their own strength, but by the 

mercy of the One who holds all things. 

 हर       ,       पर        ई,           ह   —   व   प            ह  ,                 
      ,                                

GS Paper 1: Society 26 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
26J6 Revisiting India‟s ultrasound laws 

                    न न       न       
26J6 In a first, Swedish Minister brings baby to EU talks 

        ,     न           न                      (EU)                         
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26J6. Revisiting India‟s ultrasound laws 

                    न न       न       

 Technological shifts and rising need for community-based cancer screening suggest that 
regulatory frameworks should adapt to distinguish between different use cases of 
ultrasound. 
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   न          न  और                            (Community-based Cancer Screening)    
      व       ह       द    ह                               (Ultrasound)     व     उप        
       र  र                                ह   

 An amendment to the PCPNDT Act could legalize community-based ultrasound using a high-
frequency linear probe, as it will not impact sex determination. 

 PCPNDT     न              र      -              न       (High-Frequency Linear 

Probe)                 द       र पर       उ      व                 ह ,       इ         

 न      (Sex Determination)     व   ह   ह     
 Mrs. Janki (name changed), a 45-year-old woman, came to a health camp organised in rural 

Assam with a complaint of a painless breast lump. 

       ( द   ह      ), 45        ह  ,                         व        वर         दद  
व      न         (Breast Lump)              र     

 She had noticed the lump three months earlier and reported that it had gradually increased in 
size. 

 उ ह         ह    पह   इ           ह            और          इ       र   र -  र            
 On examination, the doctor suspected breast cancer and advised her to visit a cancer 

hospital located two hours away for further evaluation. 

         द र       र      न      (Breast Cancer)          ह ई और उ ह                       

द       द र                  (Cancer Hospital)            ह द   
 ―But I have no pain. The hospital is so far away. There is nobody to come with me to the 

hospital,‖ Mrs. Janki said. 

 ―             ई दद   ह   ह     प     ह   द र ह     र        प         व         ई  ह   ह ,‖       
          ह   

 Despite repeated counselling, she refused to seek further care. 

   र-  र पर      द            व  द उ ह        उप  र  र       इ   र  र  द    
 Three months later, Janki finally presented to the hospital. 

      ह      द               प    पह       
 By then, she had developed a large, bleeding mass in her breast. 

       उ                  और र    व  र   व          व     ह           
 She was diagnosed with advanced stage breast cancer and died six months later. 

 उ      न             न      (Advanced Stage Breast Cancer)      द   ह   और  ह  ह    
  द उ          ह   ई  

 Technological advances, like portable ultrasound machines, have made it possible to bring 
cancer diagnostics, such as ultrasound imaging and ultrasound-guided biopsies, closer 

to people’s homes. 

                     न  (Portable Ultrasound Machines)                           न  न 

(Cancer Diagnostics),                        (Ultrasound Imaging) और          - न      

        (Ultrasound-Guided Biopsies),             र               पह          व      द   
ह   

 This machine could, perhaps, have given Mrs. Janaki a diagnosis at her doorstep. 

    व    ह                     उ     र पर ह  र        द   उप     र           
 However, India’s Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act 

treats the movement of an ultrasound machine outside a registered facility as a serious 
offence, with penalties that can include a minimum of three months‟ non-bailable 
imprisonment. 

 ह      ,   र           न-            -      न  न   न   (PCPNDT)     न        प           

     हर              न                   र  पर         ह ,                       न    न     
   -   न           (Non-Bailable Imprisonment)          ह       ह   
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Provisions of the PCPNDT Act 

PCPNDT     न           न 

 The PCPNDT Act was introduced in 1994 in response to a sharp decline in the child sex 
ratio in India, driven by a strong societal preference for male children and the growing 
misuse of technologies such as ultrasonography for prenatal sex determination, followed 
by selective abortion of female foetuses. 

 PCPNDT     न      1994      र              न     (Child Sex Ratio)          र व      व   

                   ,         र             (Male Children Preference) और       न      
(Ultrasonography)                              न      (Prenatal Sex Determination)     
उ      द           (Female Foetuses)               प               द  प        

 Abortion of female foetuses became more evident from the 1980s, with the increasing 
availability of imaging technologies, raising serious ethical, demographic, and public health 

concerns. 

 1980                      (Female Foetuses)       प                   प   ह        , 
      इ                 उप         ,           र न     (Ethical),  न          

(Demographic) और       न         (Public Health)                उ प   ह    
 The legislation, therefore, aimed not only to prevent the misuse of medical technology but 

also to address the deeper issue of gender discrimination. 

 इ     इ           उ द      व                   द  प       र      ह     ,            

       (Gender Discrimination)     हर                   र          
 The law mandates registration of all genetic clinics, ultrasound centres, and laboratories 

and strictly prohibits the communication or disclosure of the sex of the foetus. 

  ह             न         न  (Genetic Clinics),                (Ultrasound Centres) और 
           (Laboratories)    प    र        व          ह                  (Sex of the 

Foetus)         र  द            र                     र   ह   
 It prescribes detailed record-keeping, monitoring mechanisms, and penalties to ensure 

compliance. 

    प              र          इ     व           -       (Record-Keeping),  न   न      

(Monitoring Mechanisms) और     (Penalties)      व             ह   
 Under this Act, the purchase of an ultrasound machine is not a routine commercial 

transaction but a tightly-regulated process. 

 इ                                 न     र द   ई           व         -द    ह  ,         

          व          ह   
 A clinic or hospital must first be registered with the district government as a genetic clinic 

or imaging centre before acquiring a machine. 

               र द      पह                    प                           न         न  

               (Imaging Centre)     प    प       ह     व    ह   
 Purchasing one without prior registration is illegal. 

 प व  प    र                    र द    व   ह   
 Manufacturers or dealers are required to verify the buyer’s credentials and obtain a written 

undertaking that the machine will not be used for sex determination. 

               व               र द र    प              र   और  ह         व            व    
ह             उप          न      (Sex Determination)         ह               

 The sale must be documented with invoice details that match the registered centre, and the 
transaction is reported to the authorities for monitoring. 

         प र   र               (Invoice)        र           ह             र  प                  

     ह ,     इ     -द               र                         र      द       ह   
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 Once installed, the machine must remain at the approved location, its details must be 
recorded in official registers, and strict documentation, 

      र     प  ह         द          व          पर ह  र           ह , उ     ववर        र  

           द   ह       ह , और                 (Documentation)    प                 ह   

Impact of PCPNDT Act 

PCPNDT     न           

 including patient records for every scan, must be maintained. 

                               (Patient Records)   ह       र       र    र           ह   
 Following the introduction of the PCPNDT Act, the sex ratio at birth in India has shown a 

gradual improvement at the national level. 

 PCPNDT     न        ह         द   र                     न     (Sex Ratio at Birth)    
र        र पर   र -  र      र द             ह   

 While this improvement cannot be conclusively attributed to the introduction of the Act, 
several unintended consequences can be directly attributed to it. 

     प इ      र    प र              प    इ              ह    द          ,   र    इ     ई 

 न             (Unintended Consequences)      इ         ह   ह   
 Evidence suggests that families whose first child is a girl tend to have more children in an 

effort to have a son, compared to families with a firstborn boy. 

            ह         प रव र     पह              ह    ह , व       प               पह         

     ह    व    प रव र                        प द   र   ह   
 Following restrictions on prenatal sex selection, families experienced a 25% higher child 

mortality rate among firstborn girls relative to firstborn boys. 

                न (Prenatal Sex Selection) पर                       द, पह             प    
               पह                          25%                   (Child Mortality Rate) 

द     ई  
 This could be explained by the decline in parental investment in health, particularly among 

girls. 

 इ    व    र            व     पर     -         न    (Parental Investment)                  
        ह   

 Fertility also increased in these families, indicating a shift toward having more children when 
sex selection was not an option. 

 इ  प रव र       नन    (Fertility)        ई,        ह             ह                    व  ह   
रह               प द   र       व         

 Having a larger number of children also led to dilution of resources, likely reducing overall 
investment per child. 

              ह                     व र  ह  ,                  पर       व      ह           व   
रह   

 Similar patterns were observed in education as gender disparities widened. 

      (Education)                  ह       द      ,  ह             न     (Gender Disparities) 

       
 These effects were more pronounced among poorer, rural households that were more 

affected by the restrictions, as they could not afford illegal services to abort the child. 

       व  र   और       प रव र           प     ,       व     प           व     व           
 ह   उ            

 Recent reports indicate that sex-selective practices continue despite decades of legal 

prohibition. 
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 ह       रप          ह     द                     ह         व  द     -  न              (Sex-

Selective Practices)         र  ह   
 In October 2025, authorities uncovered an illegal racket in Karnataka where organised 

networks were carrying out prenatal sex determination and facilitating abortions, often 

targeting vulnerable women from rural areas. 

        2025          र       न            व     र ह    पद          ,  ह             व   
              न      (Prenatal Sex Determination) और    प    र             र रह         
   र                   र   ह                   रह      

 Similar crackdowns across different States show that such activities are frequently conducted 
outside formal health systems, using portable ultrasound devices, informal providers, and 

covert arrangements to evade regulation. 

  व              ह ई इ      र      र व ई    प        ह             व         र औप   र  

 व       व         हर                         (Portable Ultrasound Devices),    प   र  

  व   द                 व                                  ह                            
 The issue is not confined to India. 

  ह         व                 ह   ह   
 Reports from the United Kingdom indicates that son preference may persist among some 

diaspora communities as well. 

   न                 रप          द    ह          व       द                     (Son Preference) 

    ह ई ह   
 Reports have also raised concerns that families of Indian origin may be engaging in sex-

selective practices even in settings with stricter oversight, highlighting the deep-rooted 
nature of gender bias that transcends national boundaries. 

  रप        ह                   ई ह                (Indian Origin)        प रव र        र    
व    द              -  न                       ह       ह ,    र                पर        हर        

        (Gender Bias)    द      ह   
 Taken together, these patterns underscore a critical limitation of legislative approaches. 

 इ                ह  प   ह    ह       व   व     उप           ह वप         ह   
 While laws such as the PCPNDT Act establish an essential regulatory framework, they are 

insufficient on their own to drive social change. 

     प PCPNDT     न                  व                  द    र   ह ,             व  
        प रव                प       ह   ह   

The case for reform 

                 

 Available evidence suggests that the PCPNDT Act has not fully achieved its intended 
objectives and may, in some contexts, have had unintended adverse effects. 

 उप               ह     PCPNDT     न    प       उ द        प र   रह       ह    र प    ह  
और     प र           इ     न                  (Unintended Adverse Effects)    प   ह   

 Additionally, fear of legal repercussions and stringent regulatory requirements has had a 
chilling effect on service provision. 

 इ        र     न न          (Legal Repercussions)       और              व          व    
     व    पर    र        व      ह   

 Moreover, the PCPNDT Act has not kept pace with advances in ultrasound technology. 

 इ       व  PCPNDT     न               न   (Ultrasound Technology)    ह    व       
    प  व             ह    र प    ह   
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 Portable, handheld ultrasound devices, often connected to smartphones or tablets, make 

it technically feasible to bring diagnostic services closer to patients’ homes, which is 
particularly relevant for early cancer detection in underserved areas. 

 प     , ह      प         व                    (Ultrasound Devices),       र        न    
               ह    ह ,         प     ह    व       ह     र  -  द     व     र        र     पह       , 
    व     प          व     व                                न (Cancer Detection)        

 ह वप    ह   
 However, the use of such devices at the community level is currently illegal in India. 

 ह      ,     उप र                    (Community Level) पर उप    व           र      व   

ह   
 Modern high-frequency probes used for applications such as cancer detection and the 

assessment of other superficial conditions cannot be used for foetal sex determination, yet 

remain subject to the same regulatory restrictions, limiting access to essential diagnostic care. 

             न (Cancer Detection) और       ह  र       पर                       -      

    (High-Frequency Probes)    उप                 न      (Foetal Sex Determination)    
     ह               ,   र    व                              ह ,        व      द     व    
   पह          ह       ह   

 Recent developments in artificial intelligence (AI) further strengthen the case for a more 

nuanced regulatory approach. 

                (Artificial Intelligence - AI)    ह       व                 और             

            व         और        र   ह   
 AI-enabled ultrasound systems can assist with image acquisition and interpretation, and in 

some configurations generate automated reports based on pattern recognition without 
requiring full image storage or display. 

 AI-                       (AI-enabled Ultrasound Systems)     र       र   और उ    
        र       ह      र      ह            व         प            ह      द              प     
पह          र पर  व       रप           र  र      ह   

 Such technologies could enable safe, purpose-specific use of ultrasound for diagnostic 
applications while substantially reducing the risk of misuse for foetal sex determination. 

                           र    और उ द   - व       द   उप       व          ह             
      न             इ    द  प                     हद        र      ह   

 Recent research has also demonstrated the potential of AI in improving access to reliable 
ultrasonography. 

 ह               व व           न      (Ultrasonography)    पह             AI            
 द        ह   

 In a pilot study, portable ultrasound scans performed by individuals with minimal training were 
combined with AI to identify suspicious breast lesions with high accuracy, correctly flagging 
all confirmed cancer cases. 

    प                                     व र         प            उ           AI    
        र    द     न      (Breast Lesions)    उ             पह        ई और     प     

                  (Cancer Cases)     ह                          
 This suggests that AI-assisted ultrasound could enable frontline health workers to assess 

patients with breast lumps, refer those with suspicious findings for further evaluation, and 

reassure those with benign conditions. 

 इ                ह     AI-                 (AI-assisted Ultrasound)      प        
 व                न         (Breast Lump) व     र                 र  ,    द            
                                    र           व    र                   ह   
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 For countries such as India, where access to specialist radiologists and diagnostic imaging 
remains uneven, especially in rural areas where nearly 70% of the population resides, such 

innovations could substantially improve the timely assessment and treatment of symptomatic 
patients. 

           द      ,  ह    व                  (Radiologists) और   द   इ          पह          

ह ,  व    र                ह        70%    द  रह   ह ,      व   र     पर र            और 
उप  र    उ            र         ह   

 Earlier diagnosis and referral have the potential to reduce breast cancer mortality while 
expanding access to care in rural and underserved areas. 

       द   और र  र       न           न             (Breast Cancer Mortality)               
ह            और व             उप  र    पह       ई         ह   

 This contrasts with many Western countries, where breast cancer control strategies rely 
more heavily on mammographic screening programmes that detect tumours before 

symptoms appear but require considerably greater resources and infrastructure. 

  ह        ई             (Western Countries)         ह ,  ह                 न          

(Mammographic Screening Programmes) पर          र   ह    ह ,            ह       पह   
    र    प            ह ,       इ                    और    र      र        व      ह    
ह   

Serving a greater need 

                        

 These technological shifts and the rising need for community-based cancer screening in 
view of the high cancer burden in India suggest that regulatory frameworks need to adapt to 
distinguish between different use cases of ultrasound. 

   र                   (Cancer Burden)    द     ह             प रव    और                  
          (Community-based Cancer Screening)          व       ह       द    ह     

                              व     उप               र  र                                ह   
 An amendment to the Act could make community-based ultrasound using a high-frequency 

linear probe legal, as it will not impact sex determination. 

     न              र      -              न       (High-Frequency Linear Probe)    
             द       र पर       उ      व                 ह ,       इ          न      (Sex 

Determination)     व   ह   ह     
 Additionally, the Act should incorporate provisions addressing emerging technologies, 

including AI-enabled and safeguarded USG imaging systems designed to prevent the 
determination or disclosure of foetal sex, irrespective of intent. 

 इ        र  ,     न      उ र   ह ई                     व                         ह , 

      AI-    (AI-enabled)       र    USG                     ह ,    ह          प र      

               (Foetal Sex)         र            र        उ द        व              ह   
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26J6. In a first, Swedish Minister brings baby to 
EU talks 

        ,     न           न                      (EU) 

                        

 Sweden‟s Environment Minister brought her baby to 
an EU meeting Thursday, in a barrier-breaking move she 
showed it was possible to be both ―a present Minister and a 
present mother‖. 

     न                 (Sweden‟s Environment Minister) 

   व र     प                       (EU)               र पह       इ  

                व     द              उ ह     ह  द           

                 (Minister) और       प       (Mother) ह    
   व ह   

 Romina Pourmokhtari arrived at the ministerial talks in 
Luxembourg with her three-month-old son, Adam, in a sling 

with a pram-pushing aide in tow — becoming the latest public 
figure to shake up conventions around motherhood and work. 

     न             (Romina Pourmokhtari)  प     न    न          
    (Adam)                     र         (Luxembourg)    
             र   व        पह     ,      उ            ह        

   र    रह      इ     र व         (Motherhood) और      
(Work)         प र प र    र               द    व     व     

  व      ह           
 ―Happy also to be an example of not having to choose 

between being a present Minister and a present mother,‖ the 
30-year-old told journalists as Adam rested on her chest. 

 ―     इ                 ह        इ         उद हर               

          और       प       ह                            
 व     ह   ह ,‖ 30              प   र      ह ,        उ         
       ह       

 Her French colleague Monique Barbut promptly gave 

her a baby gift. 

 उ            (French)  ह        न        (Monique Barbut)    उ ह    र                  

उपह र  द    
 An EU official said it was thought to be the first time a baby was brought to one of the bloc’s 

ministerial meetings. 

    EU             ह             रह  ह      ह पह     र ह                    र प          
      र                    ह   

 Mothers are particularly affected by the challenge of juggling work and childcare, with 
studies showing women tend to miss out on promotions, career opportunities and higher 
earnings after having a child. 

        (Mothers)  व     प        (Work) और                (Childcare)                     
                 व  ह    ह             प        ह                      द   ह           र 
    न   (Promotions),               (Career Opportunities) और         (Higher 

Earnings)    व     रह   प    ह   
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 In a bid to make the lives of female lawmakers easier, the European Parliament recently 
changed its internal rules to allow new mothers the right to vote by proxy. 

   ह       द       व                उ द                    (European Parliament)    ह   ह  
    प       र            द  व     ,        ई               न                   न (Vote 

by Proxy)         र          
 Ms. Pourmokhtari is not the first politician to highlight maternity struggles. 

                 (Pourmokhtari)        (Maternity)                     उ   र  र   व    पह   
र        ह   ह   

 In 2018 former New Zealand leader Jacinda Ardern won accolades for bringing her three-
month-old daughter, Neve, to the United Nations General Assembly in the first such 

appearance by a baby in the organisation’s history. 

 2018             (New Zealand)    प व                      न  (Jacinda Ardern)     प     न 

   न          न   (Neve)                       (United Nations General Assembly)        

   र    प                  ह        र       इ  ह                   पह       उप          
 A year earlier Larissa Waters made Australian political history by becoming the first woman 

to nurse her newborn baby in the nation’s Parliament. 

 इ       व   पह                (Larissa Waters)             (Australian)    र        इ  ह   

                    ,    व  द           (Parliament)     प    व               प    र    
व    पह     ह         
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26J6 188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes 

  न                       188            , 1,500       

26J6 3 States close ranks on Tungabhadra basin 

            न    3       न                 

 
 

Spinning top: A rare tornado-like funnel cloud 
formed amid a sudden downpour near Pudukottai 
and Vaagaikulam in Thoothukudi district, Tamil 
Nadu on June 21. The tornado 
ripped on the roof of a few structures in the mini 
theme park near the Vaagaikulam toll plaza. 
However,no fatalities were reported. 
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188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes 

  न                       188            , 1,500       

 „doublet earthquake with the initial 7.2 magnitude quake was closely followed by a 
stronger 7.5 one. 

         7.2          '          '              7.5                                           
 Aid on the way from U.S., European countries, UN, says interim leader; India, China 

offer help. 

        न    न                ,              औ              (UN)                      ;      औ  
  न न                         

 Tremors from the strongest earthquake to hit Venezuela in 126 years felt in Colombia, 
Brazil. 

 126          न                                                  औ                        

    
 A pair of powerful earthquakes that rocked Venezuela have killed at least 188 people and 

left more than 1,500 hurt, officials said on Thursday. 

   न           ह   द    व                                      188             ह   ई ह  और 1,500 

                 ह   ह ,       र         व र     ह   
 Residents searched for loved ones trapped under rubble after many buildings were flattened 

within minutes. 

  ई               ह            र      ह            द                   प                   र 
रह      

 An international outpouring of aid quickly followed the tremors on Wednesday evening, which 
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) measured as magnitude 7.2 and 7.5, centred 
west of the capital Caracas. 

    व र                  द    रर                     पह         ,    ह                     न  

      (USGS)    7.2 और 7.5            प ,           र                 प            
 Tremors from the earthquakes were also felt in neighbouring Colombia and Brazil. 

 इ                 प              और              ह            
 Interim President Delcy Rodriguez said that intense rescue efforts were going on, noting 

that the State of La Guaira was hit hard. 
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                                  ह                   न   र  ह  और                          

    व  ह   ह   
 ―Dozens of buildings have collapsed, and we are currently carrying out very intense rescue 

efforts to save as many lives as God allows us to save,‖ Ms. Rodriguez said on state 

television on Thursday. 

      र             व र     र  र       व   पर  ह , ―द             ह  ई ह , और ह             

     ई वर      प              ह , उ ह                 हद               न     रह  ह  ‖ 
 ―La Guaira State is a true tragedy, and has become a disaster zone.‖ 

 ―               व   व          द         ह  और                    द       ह  ‖ 
 The first earthquake, with an epicentre 21 kilometres west of the coastal town of Moron, 

occurred at 6.04 p.m. local time on Wednesday, the USGS said. 

 USGS         र, पह        ,                  र     न    21        र प          ,    व र    
               र     6:04          

 Within a minute, a 7.5-magnitude earthquake struck about 45 kilometres away. 

               र      45          द र 7.5          द  र             
 They struck at depths of 22 kilometres and 10 kilometres, respectively. 

    द        प      22          और 10              हर ई पर     
 Scores of rescuers from the U.S. and several European countries and UN specialists were 

on their way to help search for survivors, Ms. Rodriguez said. 

      र           ह            ,  ई              और                                             
                 ह            र        ह   

 Nations including China, India, Brazil, and war-battered Iran offered help. 

   न,     ,       और            न   ह   ई द        ह        प         
 However, threatening to complicate the relief effort, the international airport near Caracas 

was closed due to ―serious damage,‖ she said. 

 ह      ,                         व                                                         
―    र    ‖      र    द  र  द      , उ ह     ह   

 Social media videos showed the terminal’s ceiling collapsing over travellers. 

                                              ऊपर   र   ह ई  द  ई  ई  
 Officials were trying to make the most of the daylight hours to rescue people believed to be 

trapped under the rubble, the Interim President said. 

                    ह          र    न             प र  उप     र   ह                        रह  
                       र रह  ह   

„Big logistical role‟ 

 „                   ‟ 

 ―Deeply saddened by the devastation caused by the severe earthquakes in Venezuela,‖ 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in a statement. 

 ―  न                            ह ई                   द    ह  ,‖    न     न                       
 ह   

 ―We pray for the speedy recovery of those injured and stand in solidarity with all those 
affected... India stands ready to extend all possible assistance,‖ he said. 

 उ ह     ह , ―ह                व   ह               र   ह  और         व                      
       ह ...      हर    व  ह     द               र ह  ‖ 

 The U.S. ―stands ready, willing, and able to help,‖ President Donald Trump said in a social 

media post. 
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         ― ह            प र   रह     र, इ     और     ह ,‖           न                       
प        ह   

 ―We have a whole-of-government response. 

 ―ह  र   र                                 ह    ‖ 
 It will be big, it will be fast, and it will be effective,‖ U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told 

reporters during a visit to Bahrain, saying his country’s military would play a ―big logistical 
role‖. 

 ― ह    प  ह   ,     ह    और    व  ह   ,‖                                      न         द र   

प   र      ह  और          उ    द        न  ―                   ‖          
 Washington is closely involved in oil-rich Venezuela after U.S. forces captured President 

Nicolas Maduro in January. 

   वर                  व र           न               प          द        न       -      

  न           हर      व ह   
 The strongest earthquake to hit Venezuela in 126 years will require ―massive collective 

efforts‖, the United Nations‟ aid chief Tom Fletcher said in a statement. 

 126          न                                      प           ―                   ‖    
 व      ह   ,                                                   ह   

 He said the UN was ―fully mobilised‖ to send aid. 

 उ ह     ह                 (UN)  ह                  ―             ‖ ह       ह   
 Parts of the capital Caracas lost power and cellphone coverage while subway services 

were suspended and natural gas shut off, the interim President said. 

                    ह     र                      ह             और        न        द ह    , 

                          र द     और                 प     र   द   ई  
 Classes will also be canceled for several days, and the Ministry of Education said some 

school buildings would be used as shelters and donation centers. 

           ई  द      र द रह   , और                 ह                न     उप        

     और   न          प                
 On Thursday, the UN human rights mission in Venezuela called on the government to lift 

local restrictions on social media. 

    व र      न                        न           न     र  र                पर               

ह          ह       
 ―In the coming hours and days, timely access to reliable information and communication 

channels will be essential for the protection of the lives, safety, and well-being of the 

population,‖ the mission said in a statement. 

                     ह , ―    व         और  द       व व       न                         

    पर पह              व ,   र   और          र                 व    ह    ‖ 
 The strongest tremors in earthquake-prone Venezuela‟s recent history occurred in the 

northeast in 1997, killing 73 people, and in Caracas in 1967, when 236 people died. 

     प- व    न          ह      इ  ह                         1997    उ र-प व              , 
      73               ह ई   , और 1967                     प    236              ई     

 (With inputs from AP and Reuters) 

 (AP और Reuters              र        ) 
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3 States close ranks on Tungabhadra basin 

            न    3       न                 

 Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana on 
Thursday signalled a “historic” broader political and 
administrative consensus on protecting the interests of 
farmers in the Tungabhadra basin and pursuing long-term 
solutions to irrigation and water-sharing issues. 

  न    ,          औ        न        व र                न    
    न      ह      र    र              और   -                
   द                    न                  प     न     और 
     न           "        "        

 At an event organised by the Karnataka government 
and the Tungabhadra Board in Koppal district to mark the 
inauguration of the newly installed 33 spillway gates of the 
reservoir in Vijayanagara, Karnataka Chief Minister D.K. 
Shivakumar and his Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 
counterparts, A. Revanth Reddy and N. Chandrababu 
Naidu, stressed the need for cooperation in addressing the 
concerns of lakhs of farmers dependent on the inter-State 
project. 

  न           और               व र                    न   
               व       33                उ          व र पर 
                  न                   .  .              उ    
      न  और                   .             और  न.         
न                         न  पर     र          न                
                        व      पर   र  द    

 The Chief Ministers said the three States have 
arrived at a historic consensus to safeguard the interests of 
farmers in the Tungabhadra basin. 

                ह                           न        न      ह   
   र                         पर पह     ह . 

Tungabhadra desilting 

                  न          

 Ahead of the inauguration, the three Chief Ministers 
held a nearly hour-long meeting with Union Jal Shakti 
Minister C.R. Patil to discuss key irrigation issues 
concerning the three States. 

 उ         पह                                           .  . 
                                   र                         

             पर          
 Desilting of the Tungabhadra reservoir, where an 

estimated 33 tmcft of silt has accumulated over the years 
significantly affecting its storage capacity, was discussed. 

                       न     (         ) पर      ह ई,  ह   व               33                

    ह   ई ह ,       इ                पर     र    व प   ह   
 Mr. Patil said the Union government will first dredge the Tungabhadra dam as part of its 

larger plan to desilt major reservoirs. 
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              ह                                   न         प      प            ह       
पह                           र     

 He said the Chief Ministers had expressed their commitment to extend full cooperation in 

the exercise. 

 उ ह     ह                   इ          प र        द        प                    ह   
 Pointing out that silt accumulation had reduced the storage capacity of many dams, 

including the Tungabhadra, Mr. Patil said that, as per the proposed programme, the Centre 
will provide the technical support, and the dredging would be completed at the earliest 
possible time with the involvement of the three States. 

  ह       ह                               ह   ई                         ह   ई ह ,             
 ह          व                 र       न            द    र    और                   द र     
                 द      द प र              

 Calling the replacement of all the 33 spillway gates of the Tungabhadra dam “historic”, 
Mr. Shivakumar said it was done in the larger interest of farmers and the long-term safety 
of the reservoir. 

                     33                      प     "        "       ह                   ह     

 ह          न        प   ह  और                                     र  र          ह   
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26J6. CBSE directive on 
vocational education 
sparks backlash 

                  CBSE    
 न                    

 CBSE directive on 
vocational education sparks 
backlash 

                   CBSE 

    न                    
 After the Central Board 

of Secondary Education (CBSE) 
made Kaushal Vikas 
(Vocational Education) 
mandatory for Class 9 students 
after the 2026-27 academic year 

began, many schools in 
Bengaluru have expressed 

concern. 

                         (CBSE) 

 व र  2026-27                ह    
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     द     9     व                           (              )       व                  द 

           ई  व                        ह   
 The CBSE has introduced Kaushal Vikas as a mandatory subject for Class 9 students, 

rather than keeping it optional. 

 CBSE        9     व                                      र              न              प 

             ह   
 The same will continue when these Class 9 students move to Class 10 for the academic 

year 2027-28, and the marks will be included in the board exams. 

           9     व      2027-28                   10          ,        ह   व      र  रह    
और इ                                        

 The principal of a CBSE school in Sarjapura Road, said, ―In our school, we plan the 
finance and budget in October and November for the next academic year. 

                      CBSE               न          ह , ―ह  र   व                     व   
              और न            और                 ई      ह   

 We hire teachers for the vacant posts after many rounds of interviews and a lot of scrutiny. 

 ह   र   पद          ई  र               और  ह            द                   र   ह   
 An academic calendar and lesson plans are assigned to respective subject teachers even 

before the school begins. 

  व          ह       पह   ह                और        न                            प द       
ह   

 We received the circular a few days ago and we are still figuring out who has to be recruited 
to teach the Kaushal Vikas subject. 

 ह        द  पह   ह             ह  और ह          ह     र रह  ह                 व   प        
                          

 We must also include it in our weekly timetable and adjust it as per the total number of 
teaching hours.‖ 

 ह   इ    प               -                   र   ह    और                                र 
          र   ह    ‖ 

 Another principal of a school in Yelahanka said, ―Students will be in trouble because they 
choose what career they would like to pursue and start preparing for various exams such as 
NEET, JEE, CET and others at this stage. 

                    व            न          ह , ― व                 ई ह          इ    र     
व   प                 र   ह  और NEET, JEE, CET                        र       र   ह   

 Adding one more mandatory subject is a burden. 

    और   न                               ह   
 We already run 14 various clubs that teach students innovation, public speaking, art and 

theatre and others. 

 ह  पह      ह  14      न              र   ह ,     व            न     ,       न      ,     
और          ह   ई         व              द    ह   
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26J6. Onerous rules 

       न   

 The newly amended FCRA Rules point to a renewed 
attempt to stifle NGOs. 

 न          FCRA  न      -           न  (NGOs)       न     न  

                          
 Civil society organisations play a vital role in areas such 

as health, education, disaster relief, and civil liberties and 
rights, stepping in where the state falls short. 

 न               न       ,     ,               न      

          औ                        ह वप                  ह  और वह   
      र   ह   ह             व       प       ह   

 Yet, the Indian state has treated NGOs with suspicion, 
using the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010, 

to impose stringent restrictions on their functioning. 

   र                   NGOs      द ह            द    ह  और उ         
पर                                     न (   न  न)     न   

(FCRA), 2010    उप         ह   
 Earlier this week, the FCRA Amendment Rules, 2026 

were notified, which require all NGOs registered under the FCRA, 
2010, to confine their work to activities specified for their category 
and to the States and Union Territories named in their 

registration. 

 इ      ह             FCRA      न  न  , 2026              

  ,            र FCRA, 2010     ह  प           NGOs      व  

 प                     र      व          प   प    र     उ       

      और                    ह   प              र    ह     
 They must also disclose their social media handles, 

websites and publications and are barred from carrying “political 
content”. 

 उ ह   प                   ,         और     न                र   
ह        "   न          "         र   पर र   रह     

 The new rules impose stringent penalties for using funds 
for unapproved purposes and require NGOs to pay separate fees 
for each category of work and to each State or Union Territory in 

which they operate, replacing the earlier system of a single 
registration fee. 

                     व    उ द                  उप     र   पर     
द        व     र   ह      NGOs              -     और            

                            -         द    ह   ,       पह      
    प    र         व          ह         

 These increase compliance costs and paperwork. 

 इ     न    न      और           व ह          ह   
 While the government argues that such measures promote transparency, even-

handedness and national security, the rules are clearly meant to stifle the work of NGOs. 

     प              ह         उप            ,  न      और                    व  द    ह ,          
      प    प    NGOs                   र      उ द               ह   
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 The operation of the FCRA regime has been far from transparent. 

 FCRA   व              प रद    ह   रह  ह   
 As CPI(M) MP John Brittas recently complained, parliamentary questions on FCRA 

cancellations and non-renewals have been disallowed as ―secret‖, even though more than 
20,000 registrations have reportedly been revoked over the past decade on opaque 

grounds. 

         CPI(M)         न          ह   ह              , FCRA प    र  र द ह    और 
 व    र    ह               द           "  प   "     र   व   र  र  द      ,       प    
द            प    20,000                   प      र  पर र द             ह   

 Far from improving transparency, the new rules burden NGOs with greater barriers and 
commitments, raising concerns that the Centre intends to create a chilling effect. 

                                 NGOs पर             और द    व   प   ह ,        ह       
प द  ह    ह            उ द                (chilling effect)       ह   

 In Noel Harper (2022), the Supreme Court upheld the stringent 2020 FCRA amendments, 
accepting the state’s invocation of sovereignty and national security. 

 Noel Harper (2022)                           2020    FCRA      न      र र र र   और 
                            र               व   र       

 Yet, in 2020, the Court had read down rules that would have classified the rights activism of 
civil society bodies, including protests and demonstrations, as work ―of a political nature‖, 
drawing a distinction between party politics and the everyday work of social and economic 
betterment. 

   र    2020               उ                                 न               न     
                   न ,                 न और   न        ह ,    "र             "               
               न    और                            द                    र  प            

 The new Rules seek to treat advocacy and “political content” as grounds for 

disqualification. 

     न         (advocacy) और "   न          "                  र                र   
ह   

 In March 2026, the Centre had proposed amendments allowing a government-appointed 
authority to take over the assets of NGOs whose registrations were cancelled, surrendered, 

or not renewed. 

      2026                           व        ,        ह               न             उ  

NGOs      प            ह   र               प    र  र द,    प       व        ह   ह   

    
 Following strong protests, particularly from minority institutions, it put the proposal on hold. 

  व     प                  न          वर        द इ      व       ह          र  द        
 Now, the newly notified rules seem another way of throttling NGOs that utilise foreign 

funding for civil society work. 

                             न    उप     र   व    न              NGOs             र   
      और  र         ह    ह   

 The Centre should withdraw the punitive provisions, particularly those on multiple fees and 
political content, and adopt fairer rules. 

        द         व    ,  व    र  न         और    न                        व        व प  

   र                     प        ह   
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TOPICS COVERED      

26J6 Should Indian Seafarers Stop Serving on Sanctioned Ships? 
           न                  (Sanctioned)                न           न       ? 
 

 
 
 

26J6. Should Indian Seafarers Stop Serving on Sanctioned Ships? 
           न                  (Sanctioned)                न           न       ? 

 While merchant ships across the world have been manned by Indian seafarers, officers, 
engineers, and crew for years, recent conflicts have suddenly brought Indian seafarers into 

focus. 

द       र                  (Merchant Ships) पर व             न     (Indian Seafarers), 

     र , इ      र और      द      र  रह  ह ,       ह                            न         
                   द   ह   

 A recent flashpoint was when the U.S. attacked three ships allegedly carrying Iranian cargo, 
on the grounds that they were sanctioned vessels. 
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ह   ह                     ह ई            (U.S.)          प       न      (Iranian Cargo)    
   रह       ह    पर  ह  ह   ह   ह            व                (Sanctioned Vessels)     

 Three Indian seafarers were killed in those attacks. 

उ  ह                  न               ह   ई  
 More recently, when the British detained a Russian-linked vessel that was supposedly 

under Western sanctions in the English Channel, the Indian captain was arrested. 

ह   ह    ,        न             न                          ,          प                   
(Western Sanctions)           ,  हर           ,    उ               न      र   र  र      
     

 This raises an important question: should Indian seafarers continue serving on these so-
called sanctioned ships? 

इ        ह वप        उ    ह :            न                                    पर      
 र     र  र       ह ? 

 Ajith Sukumaran and Biswanath Gupta discuss this question in a conversation moderated 
by M. Kalyanaraman. Edited excerpts: 

            न और     न              .        न  व र                     इ      पर  व  र 
        प  द     : 

 Could you give us some some background on Indian seafarers in general? 

                           न                                         ? 

 Ajith Sukumaran: Only recently has society started realising the importance of shipping, but 

unfortunately from a negative point of view. 

            न:         ह   ह            (Shipping)     ह व                   ह ,       

द      व        र                 
 Whether it was the Titanic, the Exxon Valdez incident, or more recent maritime accidents, 

shipping has often been in the news for the wrong reasons. 

  ह  वह       न ,     न        द       ह     ह                 न   ,    प      र       र      
     र     रह  ह   

 But the fact is that shipping carries around 90% of global trade by volume. 

      व    व     ह ह                         90% (               )    प               ह    
ह   

 It is the lifeline of modern society. 

 ह                   न     (Lifeline) ह   
 The Ever Given incident in 2021 showed this clearly. 

2021            न (Ever Given)         इ    प    प     द      
 A 20,000-TEU container ship blocked the Suez Canal for six days, affecting around 20% of 

seaborne trade. 

   20,000-TEU     न               न   (Suez Canal)     ह  द       व     र  द  ,       
                     20%     व  ह    

 Hundreds of ships were delayed, and loss to world trade was enormous. 

       ह       द र  ह ई और  व व    प र      र         ह    
 The Strait of Hormuz is equally important. 

                (Strait of Hormuz)          प     ह वप    ह   
 It carries around 11-12% of global seaborne trade, but it is strategically significant because 

of energy transportation. 

इ                                         11-12%    र   ह ,                 न      र  

इ        र   ह व  ह        ह   
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 Nearly 25% of fossil fuels and around 20% of LNG move through this route. 

इ               25%          न (Fossil Fuels) और      20%    न   (LNG)    प रवह  

ह    ह   
 For India, this is critical because more than 85% of our energy requirements are imported, 

and almost all of it comes via ships. 

             ह        ह वप    ह        ह  र                    85%                   
     ह  और इ         प र   ह     ह                    ह   

 But we often talk only about ships and cargo. 

      ह     र   व        और     (Cargo)    ह       र   ह   
 Ships do not move on their own. 

 ह    व    ह         
 They are operated by people. 

उ ह                 र   ह   
 Seafarers take these vessels through difficult and risky situations, and society needs to 

recognise their contribution. 

न     (Seafarers) इ   ह            और      प    प र                   ह , और         
उ       द      पह          व      ह   

 These are high-value and high-risk assets, and they need competent professionals. 

            (High-Value) और           (High-Risk) व    प र  प      ह ,                     

     प   वर      व      ह    ह   
 Modern cargoes also involve huge risks. 

               ई                         ह    ह   
 LNG carriers, for example, carry enormous energy potential, yet they may be operated by 

only around 20-21 seafarers. 

उद हर        ,    न        (LNG Carriers)        ऊ         व           र      ह ,   र 
   उ             व       20-21 न       व र            ह   

 Indian seafarers have been among the most respected in international shipping. 

       न        रर         प                               व      रह  ह   
 They have built a reputation for their discipline and technical competence. 

उ ह     प    न    न (Discipline) और   न         (Technical Competence)      र  उ      

                ह   
 Globally, 

             , 

What is India‟s position on the sanctions imposed by countries such as the U.S., the 
U.K. and the European Union? 

       ,     न औ                                                                       ? 

 AS: There is a legal and a practical aspect. There are two broad categories of sanctions. 
One is UN sanctions, which are binding. The other is unilateral sanctions imposed by 
individual countries or groups such as the U.S., the U.K., the EU or the G-7. The challenge is 
that each country has its own list. It is not always easy to draw a line between sanctioned 
and non-sanctioned vessels. From the government’s perspective, the issue is also practical. 
India has to protect its trade and its seafarers while dealing with international realities. 

    : इ         न न  और              प  ह              द     प          ह   पह               

(UN)           ह ,          र  ह    ह   द  र                ह ,       -    द              , 
    न,             (EU)    G-7         ह   व र            ह           ह ह           द       प   
         ह    ह            और    -                       प      र  र   ह           ह   
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ह      र  र                ह       वह  र     द     ह     र        रर      प र           
       र   ह    प          और  प   न      (Seafarers) द         र    र   ह    ह   

Should the government track these vessels and advise Indian seafarers not to join 
them? 

              न           न   न    न        औ         न          न         न   न     
       न       ? 

 AS: Whether India should impose a blanket ban is a political decision. Such a move would 
have consequences because India imports energy from different countries and employment 

is also important. 

  The Directorate General of Shipping has issued guidelines that seafarers should be aware 
of the type of vessel they are joining and the risks involved. But every sanctioned vessel is 

not necessarily unsafe.  

 If it is not operating in regions enforcing those sanctions, the situation changes.  

 Therefore, it is not easy to identify every vessel and prohibit Indians from joining it. 

    :   र                 (Blanket Ban)          ह      ह  ,  ह    र              ह       
 द  प र    उ प    र            र   व     द                  र   ह  और            ह वप    
ह   न   न     न       (Directorate General of Shipping)     द  -  द     र      ह        व   
    ह      र  ह       ह     व         र     ह   पर    रह  ह  और उ                   ह         

हर                व     प       र     ह   ह       द वह उ                   ह   ह  रह  ह   ह   
उ                            ह ,              ह       ह   इ            ह      पह     र   
और   र        उ  पर       र      र           ह   ह   

What is the legal position on these sanctions and on the arrest of the captain in the 
U.K.? 

 न                 न        न                  न न              ? 

 Biswanath Gupta: There are two kinds of sanctions. UN Security Council sanctions 
passed under Chapter VII of the UN Charter are binding under international law. Unilateral 
sanctions are more contested. They are technically limited to the jurisdiction of the country 
imposing them, but powerful states often try to enforce them beyond their territory. In 
international law, this is highly contested — whether those sanctions are binding or non-
binding. If a strong country is applying sanctions, they are binding by nature. 

     न        :            द     र ह    ह                            व र                       
      VII                             रर                ह        र  ह    ह                 

      वव  द  ह    ह           प    व    व  उ   द           र              ह    ह        उ ह  
      ह ,                द      र उ ह   प            हर          र            र   ह   
   रर                ह         वव  द   व   ह                      र  ह      ह      द   ई 

         द                र   ह ,      वह र    व     व            ह   
 Regarding the Indian captain, international law raises the question of jurisdiction. India can 

question whether the British court has jurisdiction, especially if the incident occurred on the 
high seas. Another option is diplomatic protection. If an Indian citizen is affected by a 
violation of international law abroad, India can intervene. Regarding missile attacks on ships, 
the issue comes under the law of armed conflict in the United Nations Charter. Questions 
arise about necessity, proportionality and whether proper warnings were given. If sufficient 
warning was not given, India can take the issue to the international court. 

            न                रर                          (Jurisdiction)        उ    ह     र  

 ह     उ        ह                               र          ह ,  व    र   द               
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(High Seas)    ह ई ह   द  र   व  प    न          (Diplomatic Protection) ह     द      
  र        र          वद         रर               उ      ह    ह ,      र  ह    प  र      ह   
 ह    पर ह                            ह  व                                               न न 

(Law of Armed Conflict)    द  र         ह   इ            (Necessity),  न         
(Proportionality)     प          व    द                उ    ह     द प          व    ह   द   ई ह , 
     र  इ                                            ह   

 International maritime law has always been important because many principles of 
international law developed through the law of the sea. Existing maritime frameworks can be 
useful in protecting seafarers. 

                    न न ह      ह वप    रह  ह           रर                                  
  न न (Law of the Sea)              व     ह   ह   व                  न      (Seafarers)    
  र      उप          ह       ह   

Has India signed such maritime agreements? 

         न                                   ? 

 BG: Yes, India is part of important international maritime frameworks. Since India has a 
large number of seafarers working globally, these agreements are significant. Some reports 
suggest that seafarers killed in conflict zones were pressured to enter dangerous areas with 
threats relating to wages and employment. These issues can be examined through 

international mechanisms. 

     : ह  ,   र   ह वप                           (International Maritime Frameworks)     ह    
ह           र                  न     (Seafarers)  व व र        र  ह , इ                     

 ह वप    ह        रप            र,            (Conflict Zones)      र        व   पर    न और 
                                       र                    द  व              इ     द     
        रर                                  ह   

What is the difference between dark fleet vessels and sanctioned vessels? 

                औ                               ? 

 AS: Dark fleet vessels are identified through certain criteria. These may include fraudulent 
registration, false insurance documents, illegal 

 ship-to-ship transfers, or switching off identification systems. 

     -  -        न      (Ship-to-Ship Transfers),        न       (Identification 

Systems)      द  र द     
 The case of the Indian captain arrested in the English Channel was different. 

          न  (English Channel)      र   र                   न (Indian Captain)          
        

 The issue was related to the vessel’s registry and whether it was considered stateless. 

  ह    द   ह              (Registry) और इ                           उ           न 

(Stateless)              
 The ship apparently had Cameroon registration but midway through the voyage, before 

entering the English Channel, the ship seems to have lost the registration. 

          ह    ह      ह          न         (Cameroon Registration)   ,                   

  ,          न  (English Channel)     व    र      पह  ,  ह      प    र        ह       
 We don’t know how that happened. 

 ह    ह   प               ह    
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 A ship must have a proper flag state. 

          ह         व            (Flag State) ह     व    ह   
 So the legal cover was that the ship was stateless. 

 इ               र  ह        ह           न (Stateless)     
 But whether the master should be held responsible is a separate question, because a 

captain may not always know about administrative issues. 

             (Master)    उ रद     हर            ह      ह  ,  ह            ह ,           न 

(Captain)    ह                           र  ह ,  ह  व     ह   ह   

Given this situation, what should India do? 

                          न       ? 

 BG: India should focus on diplomatic engagement. 

     :   र        न          (Diplomatic Engagement) पर             र      ह   
 International platforms such as UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea) provide a space where countries can negotiate and raise concerns. 

 UNCLOS (                    न न       )         रर          द               र   और  प   
        उ         व र  द    र   ह   

 The International Labour Organization is also important because seafarer welfare and 
rights are discussed there. 

                   न (International Labour Organization - ILO)     ह वप    ह        वह   
न               (Seafarer Welfare) और उ            (Rights) पर              ह   

But should the government tell Indian seafarers not to join these ships? 

    न                     न           न               न               न    ? 

 BG: That cannot be the approach for a country like India. 

     :           द           ह उ             ह   ह        
 Much of our trade happens through the sea, and shipping is also an important source of 

employment. 

 ह  र                 (Trade)                  ह    ह , और        (Shipping)           
(Employment)        ह वप        ह   

 These global platforms remain important for protecting our interests. 

 ह  र   ह      र             व   व       ह वप        ह   ह   
 AS: Yes, it can be done. 

    : ह  ,  ह              ह   
 Recruitment in India happens through agencies licensed by the Directorate General of 

Shipping, and any directions issued by the DG Shipping are binding on them. 

             न   न     न       (Directorate General of Shipping)  व र    इ         

                    ह    ह , और             (DG Shipping)  व र    र    ई      द   उ  पर 
      र  ह    ह   

 The government could maintain a dynamic list of sanctioned or high-risk vessels and 

require recruitment agencies to exercise caution while placing seafarers on them. 

  र  र          (Sanctioned)                         (High-Risk Vessels)              

          र       ह  और                उ  पर    व               र         व      र       
  द   द       ह   

 In many cases, vulnerable seafarers — those struggling to find employment or facing 
certification and documentation issues — are being targeted by agents and drawn into 

risky jobs. 
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  ई              र न     (Seafarers) —           (Employment) प                  र रह  
ह    ह              (Certification) और             (Documentation)                   
       र रह  ह    ह  —        व र                   ह  और      प        र            द       ह   

 These seafarers often become innocent scapegoats in larger geopolitical conflicts. 

       व     र          न           (Geopolitical Conflicts)      द               
(Scapegoats)         ह   

 The government has already taken an important first step by requiring seafarers to be 

informed. 

  र  र       व           र  द       व        र पह   ह      ह वप             (First Step) 

उ     ह   
 But awareness alone is not enough. 

         व          (Awareness) प       ह   ह   
 The vulnerability remains, and in such circumstances, I believe the government has a 

responsibility to step in. 

     र             ह ई ह , और     प र             र        ह      र  र              
(Responsibility) ह     वह ह    प  र   
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26J6. India‟s shipbuilding ambitions can set sail with Korea 

                             न                  न     न            

 In April this year, South Korean President Lee Jae Myung met Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in India, his first visit to India and the first by a Korean leader in eight years. 

 इ  व                                                            न     न                      , 
   उ      र     पह                    र  ई                   पह     र           

 The meeting was remarkable in many ways, as it revived high-level political interaction at the 
leaders’ level, resulting in the expansion of partnership in strategic sectors. 

  ह       ई            ह वप    रह        इ              व   र पर र          व द प      र   

ह   और   न                 द र      व   र ह    
 However, the visit was special for another reason: it paved the way for strong collaboration 

between India and South Korea in the shipbuilding industry, a strategic sector that India is 

seeking to revive. 

 ह      ,  ह         और   र      व    रह        इ         और                         

 न                     ह                     ,        र  प     व   र            र रह  
ह   

Seoul plugs into India‟s shipbuilding drive 

                     न          न               

 Mr. Lee‟s visit has given positive momentum to the slowly progressing India-South Korea 
shipbuilding partnership, as seen in the slew of Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) and 
agreements signed during his trip. 
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                    र -  र         रह      -                  न                  ई     द  ह , 
           उ            द र   ह     र                 न  (MoU) और                 ह   

 While the big three of the South Korean shipbuilding industry — Samsung Heavy 
Industries (SHI), HD Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering, and Hanwha Ocean — 

had already announced their investment plans, partnerships, or interests in India, Mr. Lee’s 
support reiterates the South Korean government‟s strategic commitment to shipbuilding 

collaboration with India. 

     प                      न                         प      —                     (SHI), 

HD                                  न     , और  न      न — पह   ह    र       व   

       ,     द  र                    र         ,   र                                      
     र          ह           ह           र                   द हर    ह   

 Last year, a subsidiary of Hyundai signed an MoU with Cochin Shipyard Limited and has 
since announced plans to invest $4 billion in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, to construct a 
green shipyard. 

  प    व                 ह      प          न                        MoU पर ह    र     और 
इ      द     न               न    4            व    र      न                           
          

 Similarly, SHI has signed a partnership with Swan Defence and Heavy Industries to build 
ships in India. 

 इ      र SHI       न                                        ह                     द र     ह   
 These developments showcase India‟s attractiveness as a shipbuilding destination for global 

giants. 

                              न                    ह                    प           र   
ह   

 South Korea is also interested in developing a complementary supply chain that includes 
ancillary industries. 

                 प र                 व      र             र    ह                          

ह   
 For instance, the Korea Marine Equipment Association (KOMEA), which comprises 304 

enterprises across ship design, shipbuilding, marine equipment, and ship repair, has opened 
an office in Mumbai. 

 उद हर        ,           न                 न (KOMEA),        ह       इ ,  ह         , 

      उप र  और  ह    र            304     न          ह ,              प                ह   
 This is expected to pave the way for the development of a robust shipbuilding ecosystem in 

India. 

 इ                           न                         व                 ह       उ   द ह   
 Such steps will help foster a shipbuilding cluster encompassing ancillary industries and 

other critical facilities required for scaling up the sector. 

      द        न               व        ह    ह   ,        ह    उ     और इ         
 व   र         व         ह वप       व           ह     

 Further, these partnerships are expected to provide the Indian shipbuilding industry with 
much-needed support, including design and engineering expertise as well as production 
know-how. 

 इ        र  , इ      द  र                   न                   न          न               
         न          न      न   ह   व     ह              प    ह   

 This will help India develop human capital and adopt technology at scale, making its 

shipyards more competitive internationally. 

 इ              न       न  व      र   और     प      पर        प         ह           , 
      उ      प        रर        र पर          प          
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 In addition, the various MoUs signed between India and South Korea — at both the 
government-to-government and business-to-business levels — on workforce 
development, maritime education, research, and innovation will further strengthen the 

shipbuilding ecosystem. 

 इ        र        और                         -  -                -  -         र पर 
            ,           ,  न     न और न                  व     MoUs  ह          

प  र               और        र     
 Together, these efforts could help establish a holistic, cluster-led development model 

inspired by the success of the city of Ulsan in South Korea. 

                 र                    न  हर                र              -       

               प   र       ह    ह       ह   
 What has been accomplished in such a short time is commendable, but the task is far from 

complete. 

 इ                 उप             ह ई ह  व   र ह    ह ,                प र   ह   ह   ह   
 To emerge as a leading shipbuilding nation, India will have to pursue multiple objectives 

simultaneously. 

               न                                               पर       र   ह     
 It must support the industry through proactive policy and fiscal measures while also 

responding effectively to external crises that could disrupt supply chains and affect demand. 

 उ        न      और                            उ               र   ह        उ    हर  
            व                र   ह                     और             व   र      ह   

 The sector will require sustained hand-holding until it becomes self-sufficient and capable of 
competing globally, particularly with established giants such as China. 

 इ                 र  र           व      ह           ह        र ह  र   न          प  

व   व   द            प     र            ह       

Fill the gaps 

                  

 There must be a focus on human capital development, policy and fiscal support, and 
bringing in ancillary industries. 

   न       न      , न                       न                        व  द    पर  व    

     द    ह     
 India‟s Maritime Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 clearly state the 

objective of being among the top 10 shipbuilding nations by 2030 and in the top five by 
2047. 

                     न 2030 और                      न 2047  प    प    2030         10 

      न                 2047                       ह                 र   र   ह   
 Complementing initiatives such as the Maritime Development Fund, Shipbuilding 

Development Scheme, and Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy make it clearer that 
India is serious about attracting foreign investment in the shipping and shipbuilding sector. 

                      ,                          और               न                     
     पह    ह  प    र   ह           ह  र    और  ह                         न            र   
           र ह   

 However, policy and operational gaps persist. 

 ह       न      और       न                          ह ई ह   
 To rectify these gaps, India will have to focus on implementing a series of reforms related to 

regulatory consistency and legal predictability and also providing access to low-cost and 
long-term capital. 
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 इ           द र  र                   न             ,   न न       न                   और 
                   उप                  र       र   ह     

 Steps such as the creation of the Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited (SFCL), India‟s 
first non-banking financial company for the maritime sector, are a positive and welcome 

development. 

             न          न         (SFCL)      पह ,                         पह      -       

         न  ह ,       र     और  व         द  ह   
 However, the greater challenge will be establishing a comprehensive industrial ecosystem 

for shipbuilding. 

 ह                        ह                       प  औ                           प   र   
ह     

 To achieve this, India will need to move quickly on workforce development, supplier 
localisation, and the creation of dedicated maritime institutions. 

 इ         र                              ,                    न             प         
     न        प   पर               र   ह     

 In addition, Indian academia and research institutions will have to play a larger role in this 

developmental partnership to support the country’s shipbuilding ambitions. 

 इ        र                      न  और  न     न      न     द       ह          

 ह व                  द           इ   व            द र                       ह     
 India must continue to focus on three key priorities: providing sustained policy and fiscal 

support, developing the capacity to absorb transferred technologies, and formulating a 
sectoral strategy with clearly defined goals and targets. 

           न                 पर            र    ह   :   र  र न      औ               न, 

                       प              व      र        प        व            न        र 
 र    

 The in-principle approval of the greenfield project in Tamil Nadu is a welcome 

development, signalling that approval and implementation bottlenecks need not be 
insurmountable. 

     न         न           न                                  र           ह      व      और 
      व                         ह   ह   

 To capitalise on this opportunity, however, State governments, alongside the Central 
government, must ensure timely follow-through at every stage, facilitate the entry of foreign 
investors, and provide continuous support throughout the investment process. 

 ह       इ   व र    प र      उ                                                र        र  

                व             र   ह   ,         न          व                 ह    और प र  
  व            द र     र  र  ह    द    ह     

A proven pathway 

              

 While India‟s shipbuilding ambitions are ambitious, they are not impractical. 

     प               न                      ह ,       व      वह  र   ह   ह   
 South Korea‟s shipbuilding journey, from a minor player to a global leader in just 15 years, 

beginning in the 1970s, demonstrates what is possible. 

                 ह              ,    1970               ह  र     15                          
       न            पह    ,  ह द      ह            व ह   

 India can replicate that success by focusing on three priorities: sustained policy and 
financial support, competitive shipbuilding and industrial capacity, and a skilled 
workforce. 
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           न            पर             र   इ           द हर       ह :   र  र न      औ  
          न,     प         न         औ           ,                  

 

 

26J6. Amazon to invest additional $13 bn in AI, 

cloud: CEO 

    न AI औ                   13              न    

     : CEO 

 Amazon CEO Andy Jassy on Thursday announced an 
additional investment of $13 billion to expand AI and cloud 
infrastructure in India by 2030. 

     न    CEO           (Andy Jassy)       व र            2030 

   AI और                     व   र            र   13     

          व                
 This comes within six months of Amazon announcing 

$35 billion in new investments in the country. 

  ह           न  व र  द      35                  व               
 ह  ह          र     ई ह   

 Mr. Jassy met Prime Minister Narendra Modi earlier in 
the day at New Delhi and reiterated Amazon‟s long-term 

commitment to the country. 

             द     पह   न              न     न                       
और द              न    द                  द हर ई  

 The CEO highlighted the growing importance of India, 
where Amazon operated several businesses including e-
commerce, AI and cloud, and entertainment among others. 

 CEO                  ह व पर          ,  ह       न  -     , AI, 

     ,  न    न   ह   ई             र  ह   
 He also noted that the company’s India business was on 

a strong growth trajectory with strong customer demand, 
especially in e-commerce and AWS business. 

 उ ह     ह     ह       प                र   र        व       
 द         रह  ह ,  ह    व     प     -      और AWS   व       
  ह                      ह   

 ―We came to India over a decade ago and have since 

been serving customers, sellers, developers, start-ups and 
enterprises through our different businesses. 

 ―ह     द           पह              और        प    व     

  व                   ह  ,  व      ,   व प  ,      -    और 
उ          व     द    र रह  ह   

 The response has been tremendous, with strong growth 
especially across our e-commerce, AI, and cloud businesses,‖ 

Mr. Jassy said. 

 ह  र   -     , AI, और         व         व     प        व     ह ई ह  और ह            र     

             ह ,‖             ह   
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 ―As we grow Amazon in India, our business priorities continue to align with India‟s priorities 
of democratising access to AI, digitising small businesses, creating jobs, and enabling 
exports. 

 ―    -                 न     व   र ह  रह  ह , ह  र     व                                    
       प ह ,       AI              पह   ,                        र ,             और  न     

      व  द          ह   
 We are investing over $48 billion in the coming five years to meet the strong demand across 

our business in India and to help the country achieve these priorities,‖ he said. 

 ह      व                         प     व                    प र   र       द      इ  

              ह      र       ह    द           48                       व    र रह  ह ,‖ उ ह    
 ह   

 This takes Amazon‟s total planned investment in expanding and supporting AI and cloud 
infrastructure to over $21 billion between 2026 and 2030, establishing it as one of the 
largest global AI and cloud infrastructure investors in the country. 

 इ    2026    2030        AI और                     व   र  व        ह        न        

          व   21                  ह       ,       वह द      AI और                         
    व   व    व              ह         

 According to an Amazon communique, the investment will expand AWS data centre 
capacity in Mumbai and Hyderabad, giving start-ups, enterprises and government 
organisations access to custom AI chips, managed AI services, secure and reliable cloud 
technologies and developer tools to innovate faster, scale rapidly, and serve customers 

globally. 

     न             र               र,  ह   व         और             AWS                   
    व   र  र   ,            -   ,       और            न      व    AI     ,        AI       , 
  र     व   व व             न                   उप    ह   ,       व           व   र  र 
     ,      व   र  र       और व   व    ह        व     द    र        

 Amazon‟s cumulative investments in India from 2010-2030 stand at over $88 billion, as per 

the company. 

   प           र, 2010-2030    द र               न                व   88                  

ह     
 The company plans to launch over 20 new fulfilment centres and over 100 new last-mile 

delivery stations this year, ensuring faster and reliable deliveries nationwide, especially in 
Tier-3 and Tier-4 cities. 

   प   इ  व   20         न                 और 100         न      -                 न 

     र                रह  ह ,       प र  द     ,  व    र     -3 और     -4        ,     और 
 व व         वर                        
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26J6. Village youth track down wildlife wonders in drought-prone Satara 

    -                               न                                      

 In a community-led survey, the locals from Maharashtra‟s Kiraksal, a hilly village in the 
drought-prone region of Satara, documented over 600 species. 

       -न                                                       ,                 -           

      पह       व ह , 600                    द   व    र        
 Indian wolf, Bengal fox, striped hyena and many more were spotted using camera traps 

and GIS mapping. 

              ,            ,                   ह   ई     व    व               और        

           ह        द         
 The 606 documented species include 212 birds, 34 herpetofauna, 160 vascular plants, 

and 18 mammals. 

             606            212    , 34        न , 160     न      , और 18   न           ह   
 The Kukudwad forest landscape, adjoining Kiraksal, hosts 295 distinct floral species. 

                         न        295                            व        ह   
 The findings of the research – started in 2023 under the Kiraksal Conservation Project to 

document the “pulsating life” of the Mandesh area – was submitted earlier this year to the 
Chief Conservator of Forest, Kolhapur (Territorial) Forest Circle, Deputy Conservator of 
Forest (Territorial), Satara Forest Division, Maharashtra Forest Department, and World 
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF India), who also funded the project. 

  न     न     न    ,    2023                       न      ह                "          न"    
द   व    र   र                       , इ  व                     न      ,          (       ) 
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 न    ,     न       (       ),        न     ,          न      , और                        
न    (WWF       )      प    ,       इ  प र          व     ह         द       

 ―We confirmed that Kiraksal is a breeding stronghold for the striped hyena, golden 
jackal, Bengal fox and the Indian grey wolf. 

 ―ह             ह           ,                ,   न         ,             और             
                    नन     ह   

 We are currently monitoring two wolf packs, mapping active breeding dens and essential 
rendezvous sites for species persistence, in the rocky crevices of the Dambi Hills and 
Madladara scrub forests of Kiraksal,‖ said Chinmay Prakash Sawant, project lead and 
Mumbai-based wildlife biologist. 

 ह  व                                न   न   र रह  ह                              और         
         न         न                  नन       और              र           व       न 

                 र रह  ह ,‖ प र           और                          न             

          ह   

Involvement of locals 

   न                    

 The study recognised that the colonial classification of areas at Maan taluka as 
wastelands are actually vital open natural ecosystems that constitute approximately 25.6% 
of the district, totalling 2,686 sq km. 

     न              न                   औ  न                           ह        ,      व  
व   व                                          ह ,                 25.6%           2,686     
             ह   ह   

 Maan taluka alone is spread across 1,451.19 sq. km, of which around 18.2 sq km comprises 
Kiraksal village on the border of Maan-Khatav tehsil. 

   व    न        ह  1,451.19                      ह ,            18.2                न-     

              पर                     ह   
 The local community of Kiraksal involved in the project implemented a “tri-system” of self-

imposed social prohibitions – kurhad bandi (ban on axe or prohibition on cutting trees), 
shikar bandi (hunting ban), and vanva bandi (forest fire ban) to maintain ecological health 

of the landscape. 

 प र                                  द      प र                                 र       
      -                           "  -     "         –             (   ह       प         पर 
      ),            (    र पर       ), और  न        (व      पर       )  

 Along with the documentation, the research team also created awareness among the 
villagers to protect wildlife in the area, making them understand the importance of the food 
chain. 

                   -     न     न                                    ई      व         
           र    र  और                 ह व          

 After the study, a proposal was submitted to the Deputy Conservator of Forests of Satara 
Forest Division to declare 23 villages, spread across 4,793 hectares of Maan and Khatav 
forest ranges, as Mandesh Conservation Reserve. 

     न      द        न             न                 व   प     ,         न और       न 

       4,793                 23                                    र               ई  
 ―We are also working to include the continuous stretch of three clusters (Kiraksal, 

Kukudwad, and Kaledhon) to be conserved with legal protection,‖ said Mr. Sawant. 

 ―ह    न       (      ,          औ        न)                 न न                 र     र   
    द              र रह  ह ,‖              ह   
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 The youth of Kiraksal village from Maan were trained to instal cameras and monitor the 
captured footage. 

   न                                            न  और                           र     र      
       द        

 Several villagers, previously involved in hunting and now having knowledge of dense areas, 
helped the team of biologists to locate sites spotting the hyenas and wolves. 

  ई      ,    पह                     और                    र    ह , उ ह            न      
               और           द         व             पह     र       ह         

 ―The locals are the guardians. 

 ―   न       ह  इ               ह   
 They have better knowledge and we use that knowledge,‖ said Mr. Sawant, who has spent 

a fair amount of childhood vacations in Kiraksal. 

 उ    प     ह र   न     ह  और ह  उ     न        उप     र   ह ,‖              ह ,    ह     प   
   न                              ई ह   

 The local community of Kiraksal involved in the project implemented a “tri-system” of self-
imposed social prohibitions. 

 प र                                  द        -                           "  -     "    
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26J6 Netra, India‟s airborne surveillance platform, gets final operational nod 

               न   न      „न  ‟                न              
 
 
Mission ready: The indigenously developed NETRA 
Airborne Early Warning and Control system during an 
event to receive final operational 
clearance at the Centre for Airborne Systems in Beng 
aluru, Karnataka, on Thursday. 
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26J6. Netra, India‟s airborne surveillance platform, gets final operational nod 

               न   न      „न  ‟                न              

 The indigenous Netra Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) system, which 
played a pivotal role as a force multiplier for the Indian Air Force in the 2019 Balakot 
strikes and Operation Sindoor last year, was accorded Final Operational Clearance 
(FOC) on Thursday. 

  वद    न        न         न             (AEW&C)      ,       2019              और  प    
व           न                         न                            ह वप               ई   , उ   
   व र                न         (FOC)  द       ई  

 Developed indigenously by the Bengaluru-based Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS), 
the Netra AEW&C is integrated on the Brazilian Embraer EMB-145I aircraft platform. 

                           न         (CABS)  व र   वद     प     व     न   AEW&C    
                 EMB-145I     न          पर                 ह   

 The system encompasses a sophisticated suite of mission equipment, including an Active 
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar, Identification Friend or Foe (IFF), mission 
computer, secure communication networks, electronic support measures (ESM) and 
communication support measures. 

 इ                          उप र         व   ह ,                    न              
(AESA)     ,            न           (IFF),    न        ,              न     ,        न  

            (ESM)          न   न                   ह   
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 India is the fifth country in the world to develop this capability, as Netra can detect, track, 
identify and monitor airborne and maritime targets enhancing the network-centric 
operations capabilities of the IAF. 

      इ           व      र   व    द                            ह ,       न   हव ई और       
        प        , उ    प     र  , उ    पह     र   और उ       र     र          ह ,       
              न     न     -           न               ह   

Dedication 

       

 At an event to mark the occasion, scientists and IAF officers dedicated the achievement to 
colleagues killed in a tragic air crash in 1999. 

 इ   व र पर                       न   और               न                  इ  उप        
1999    द  द     न      न       र      प                प         

 The seeds of India‟s airborne warning and control system (AWACS) were sown in the 
early 1980s. 

              न     न                   (AWACS)       व 1980                    र    ई 

    
 However, the tragic crash of a modified HS-748 Avro aircraft near Arakkonam in Tamil 

Nadu, with eight people aboard, including four IAF personnel and four scientists, on January 
11, 1999 resulted in the programme being abandoned temporarily. 

 ह      , 11  न    1999        न            न                  HS-748         न    द  द 

द      ,         र               न         और   र व          ह          व र   ,      र  इ  

                  प    र    द        
 The programme took off again after being sanctioned afresh in 2004. 

 इ            2004    द   र   व                 द प                  
 During this intervening period, scientists kept their perseverance and hoped for the best. 

 इ                व                     र   और   ह र प र            ह         
 ―On January 11, 1999, the ill-fated aircraft had a crash. 

 "11  न    1999    द      प     व    द          ह         " 
 I salute personnel who were on board, who made their supreme sacrifice. 

     व        व र उ                     र   ह      ह     व       द    द    
 Today we have shown that their sacrifice has not gone in vain. 

    ह          र  द   ह     उ       द         ह        
 This FOC is dedicated to them,‖ Director-General of Aeronautics Cluster of the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), K. Rajalakshmi Menon said. 

      न     न               न (DRDO)       न                   न       .           नन    
 ह , " ह FOC उ ह         प   ह  " 

 The Initial Operational Clearance (IOC) for the Netra was accorded in 2015 and it was 
inducted into the IAF in 2017. 

 न      2015                  न         (IOC)  द       ई    और 2017    इ                 न     
                

 The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has approved the development of six more 

AEW&C Mk-1A systems by the CABS. 

    न          न           (CCS)    CABS  व र     औ  AEW&C Mk-1A             व    

       र  द  द  ह    

 


