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Maesh Dixit, IPS
officer of 1993 batch,
named new IB chief

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Mahesh Dixit, a 1993 batch
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer of the Andhra Pra-
desh cadre has been ap-
pointed as Director, Intelli-
gence Bureau (DIB), a
government order said.

He succeeds Tapan Ku-
mar Deka, who held the
post since 2022. His tenure
ends on June 30.

Mr. Dixit, a medical doc-
tor by education, has led
the Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) desk and has also
served in Nagaland and
Bihar.

He was Deputy Director
of IB in J&K from 2009-12
and from 2012-15, he was
posted in Nagaland.

He took charge of the
Subsidiary Intelligence Bu-
reau (SIB) of J&K in 2020
and served there till 2024,
overseeing the security
preparedness and intelli-
gence-based  operations
post revocation of Article
370 in the erstwhile State.

He is among the Home
Ministry officials who are
engaged in talks with civil
society leaders of Ladakh.

The Appointments
Committee of the Ca-
binet (ACC) on Thursday

Mahesh Dixit

He served in J&K
from 2020 to 2024
in the period post
the revocation of
Article 370

approved the appointment
of Mr. Dixit, Special Direc-
tor, IB as Director, Intelli-
gence Bureau for a tenure
of two years from the date
of assumption of the
charge of the post or until
further orders, whichever
is earlier, the order said.

Due to retire in August
2027, he has been granted
extension in service under
the provisions of FR 56d)
and Rule 16 (1A) of All India
Services (Death cum Re-
tirement Benefits) Rules,
1958, the order said.

erstwhile State.

3egiat 2020 F FHT-FAR & WS sefaaie sqU (SIB) T HRIHR HATCN 3R 2024 T @l

Har &, STl 3wl qaach Uod 3 HTedG 370 FETT S & a1g GaT it 3K ghwar-amenfia

FfRIEY Fr AR $

e He is among the Home Ministry officials who are engaged in talks with civil society leaders

of Ladakh.
g I[E HATT & 3o ITRIRAT H AT § S Ae@1E & ARTRE FATSr F Ad1HT & /T At 7
fae g
e The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) on Thursday approved the

appointment of Mr. Dixit, Special Director, IB as Director, Intelligence Bureau for a tenure

26J6. Mahesh Dixit, IPS officer of 1993 batch,
named new IB chief

1993 &= F IrENTH HAF ALYy HfAT T 3w
woe fagaa

o Mahesh Dixit, a 1993 batch Indian Police Service
(IPS) officer of the Andhra Pradesh cadre has been
appointed as Director, Intelligence Bureau (DIB), a
government order said.

1993 39 & HY Y& F & HRANT Ifaw Far (1PS) srfarwrd
weer AifEra # e, efasia st (DIB) fagerar fram ara &,
VHT T TSN 1A H FgT 14|

e He succeeds Tapan Kumar Deka, who held the post
since 2022.

T YT FHR SHT hT AT of1, S 2022 H 8 I T IR U
e His tenure ends on June 30.
3oTeRT SIieTel 30 3T T TATC & T ¢

e Mr. Dixit, amedical doctor by education, has led the
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) desk and has also served in
Nagaland and Bihar.

fRreT & Afdwer siaex A diffra & s 3t weew (J&K) 3FF
T cd fona & 3R aAremels g fER 3 o dar &r g

e He was Deputy Director of IB in J&K from 2009-12
and from 2012-15, he was posted in Nagaland.
g8 2009-12 TToh SIFA-HAR & 3§t & 3ufaders (Deputy
Director of IB) T§ 3R 2012-15 & R 37T =TT ARNAS 7

Tl

e He took charge of the Subsidiary Intelligence
Bureau (SIB) of J&K in 2020 and served there till 2024,
overseeing the security preparedness and intelligence-
based operations post revocation of Article 370 in the

of two years from the date of assumption of the charge of the post or until further orders,
whichever is earlier, the order said.

afxdse At fagiFa afafa (ACC) A Tar 1 At e, werer srarey, andat Hr fager,
ST s & &7 A TAGTFcd 1 &Y T o drdehrel o for, TeeTR 1607 et B faf & am 3rared
3G e, ST 8T Ugel 8T, HodY & &Y, 312 3 gt T

o Due to retire in August 2027, he has been granted extension in service under the
provisions of FR 56(d) and Rule 16 (1A) of All India Services (Death cum Retirement
Benefits) Rules, 1958, the order said.
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Centre’s hike
in passport
application
fee to take
effect on July 1

Press Trust of India

The application fee for an
ordinary fresh passport
containing 36 pages has
been hiked from 1,500 to
¥2,500, as the Union go-
vernment revised the pass-
port fee structure through
an amendment to the Pass-
ports Rules, 1980.

The new rules will come
into effect from July 1.

According to a notifica-
tion dated June 20, and pu-
blished by the Ministry of
External Affairs on Thurs-
day, the reissue of a 36-
page passport will also cost
¥2,500. A tatkal applica-
tion for a fresh or reissued
passport will cost 5,000
as opposed to the current
¥3,500 rate.

Similarly, the applica-
tion fee for an ordinary
fresh passport or reissue of
a passport containing 60
pages has been hiked from
¥2,000 to 33,500. The tat-
kal fee for 60-page pass-
ports will be 6,000 as
against the current ¥4,000.

For minors, the fees for
a fresh passport or reissue
of passport containing 36
pages is 1,750, the notifi-
cation added.

In its notification, the
government also issued a
schedule which will substi-
tute the “Schedule IV to
the Passports Rules, 1980”.
The revised schedule men-
tions two sub-categories:
for applicants 18 years of
age and above, and minors
aged between 15 to 18
years, if applied under this
category; and minor appli-
cants below 18 years of age.

26J6. Centre’s hike in passport application fee to take effect on
July 1

YTHAIE TS Yo H g Y Toradl 1 JeT$ ¥ oy gl

e The application fee for an ordinary fresh passport containing 36 pages
has been hiked from 1,500 to ¥2,500, as the Union government revised the
passport fee structure through an amendment to the Passports Rules, 1980.

36 83T dTel WA AT IRAUIE T ITdet Yoeh 1,500 § TGTH 22,500 H fem
T 8, FGIR g THER = IrHaIE faaer, 1980 & Hellere & ATeyH & GUIC Yok
LT 7 Feena frar gl

e The new rules will come into effect from July 1.
AT {2 1 Felr$ & oI 8197

e According to a notification dated June 20, and published by the

Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday, the reissue of a 36-page passport will
also cost ¥2,500.

20 37T T rfergEe, mﬁﬁﬁrmﬁﬂwaﬁmﬁm,a%aam?%
g3t aTel GRAIE o JeT: STRY Fidel T ok 37T €2,500 &9 |

e A tatkal application for a fresh or reissued passport will cost 5,000 as
opposed to the current ¥3,500 rate.

T T YoT: ST fohT 7T GRAGIE o fAIT AhTer 3MTdeT T Yosh dciHl=l 23,500

I 5,000 BT

e Similarly, the application fee for an ordinary fresh passport or reissue of a
passport containing 60 pages has been hiked from %2,000 to ¥3,500.

Sl YRR 60 YEaI aTel WA T GTHUIE IT 3Heh ol STRY Fdel T 3TTdEeT Yoeh

%2,000 ¥ S 3,500 &Y fear T gl

e The tatkal fee for 60-page passports will be ¥6,000 as against the
current ¥4,000.

60 YSBT aTel TRAYIE o ToIT cehTel Qe AT ¥4,000 & ST ¥6,000 BT

e For minors, the fees for a fresh passport or reissue of passport
containing 36 pages is 1,750, the notification added.

e o foIT 36 Yoot dTel 7T YU AT 38eh YoT: STRT A T Yoeh 1,750
graTT, 3TRrEaeT & Ig 8 heT AT

e Inits notification, the government also issued a schedule which will
substitute the “Schedule IV to the Passports Rules, 1980”.

3= STAGAT H TR o Teh 778 It o Sy 1 8, i “araie farar, 1980
Y STV T T ol |

e The revised schedule mentions two sub-categories: for applicants 18
years of age and above, and minors aged 15 to 18 years, if applied under this
category; and minor applicants below 18 years of age.

TN 377 &Y 3T-AT0rat &7 Seow fharararg: 18 o a1 39% fF g &
3T TUT $H AU & TcTTcl TG el dret 15 & 18 q§ 37 & Ao & forg;
3R 18 9% { FH Y & AT 3Tdeeht & fou|
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TOPICS COVERED

26J6 | Punjab CM says ‘mask’ used to create fake video
YT & HEIHAT F FgT, Bolt ANSAT ToITel & AT AREF’ HT FEAATS fHaT AT
26J6 | One who holds all things

I8 S FAE Yo FY LROT FHIT §

Punjab CM says ‘mask’
used to create fake video

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

exposed after verification,”
he said at a press confe-
rence here. He said the

Amid the ongoing contro- matter would be placed be-
versy over an objectiona- fore the Akal Takht, the
ble video, Punjab Chief Mi- highest Sikh temporal seat,

nister Bhagwant Mann on
Thursday said a conspiracy
had been hatched to ma-
lign his image on religious
grounds, even as the Oppo-
sition parties accused the
Chief Minister of mislead-

along with the evidence.
On June 15, the Sikh cler-
gy at Akal Takht had de-
clared Mr. Mann Guru Dok-
hi (a betrayer of the Guru)
and Khalsa Panth Virodhi
(opponent of the Sikh

ing the people of Punjab  Bhagwant Mann community).

with diversionary

statements. hotel in Canada, whereasI  ‘For political benefit’
Mr. Mann alleged thata  have not visited the coun-  “For the past several days,

Canada-based person, try since 2016. The mask a fake and fabricated video

whom he identified as Jag-
man Samra, had used a
mask resembling his face
to create the video. “The
fake video was filmed in a

was clearly visible in the vi-
deo and my neck surgery
scar was missing. The mak-
ers of the fake video have
been identified and will be

of mine has been circulat-
ed repeatedly. Religious di-
rectives were also issued
only to derive political be-
nefit,” Mr. Mann said.

26J6. Punjab CM says ‘mask’ used to create fake video

USITE & HEIHA A Fgl, Boil ANSA To1a & T A HT $EAATT AT a7

¢ Amid the ongoing controversy over an objectionable video, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Thursday said a conspiracy had been hatched to malign his image on religious
grounds, even as the Opposition parties accused the Chief Minister of misleading the
people of Punjab with diversionary statements.

3IYTcISTeTeh ST T olehd STRT TardTe; & S Tt & HEIHAY ST AT o JEAR T HeT Toh
T3 TR TR 37ehT ST TRIT F¥e 1 Arforer T 318 8, Siafeh fauad galt o fpees=
e dTel e GehT TSI & ellTt ST IFRTE et T IRIT ST

e Mr. Mann alleged that a Canada-based person, whom he identified as Jagman Samra, had
used a mask resembling his face to create the video.
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A AT & 3T AIMAT Fob FATST H @ Tl FIHA THAI ATHS STTFd o 3edoh A ol T ARH

UgAhT Ig AT g1

e “The fake video was filmed in a hotel in Canada, whereas | have not visited the country since

2016.

"IE Foil AIfSTT FHATST & Ueh glcel F fhearar arar 27, Siafe d 2016 & o1 & 37 2T o8 arT

4

e The mask was clearly visible in the video and my neck surgery scar was missing.
RN 7 ATEF Tose T fe@rs ¢ W@ o7 3R A e v gy Fr fovemsT ofr 7L am)

e The makers of the fake video have been identified and will be exposed after verification,” he
said at a press conference here.

3egiel TGT ITANTIT Ueh I Hithd H T, "Hoil aSAT TATe aTell ST TgdTel i off IS & 3R
HATIT & 1 3o¢ deTehld [hdT ST |
e He said the matter would be placed before the Akal Takht, the highest Sikh temporal seat,

along with the evidence.

3giel e foh 5T AR T TTET & TTY b d&d, ST @l Fr Fafea afdis-aifes awarg,

& gHeT IW@T SATT|

e On June 15, the Sikh clergy at Akal Takht had declared Mr. Mann Guru Dokhi (a betrayer of
the Guru) and Khalsa Panth Virodhi (opponent of the Sikh community).

15 [ T 3rhTel d&d & G YHIE3M A A1 AT T 7% A (T% 1 [qearaarch) AR @rerdr g7
el (R woer &1 faiedh) enfi fomam 2|

‘For political benefit’

I CHGEICIE K R G LG

e “For the past several days, a fake and fabricated video of mine has been circulated

repeatedly.

"ﬁaﬁa?éﬁﬁﬁmmﬁsmmgmmm-mmﬁmmm%l"
o Religious directives were also issued only to derive political benefit,” Mr. Mann said.

A AT T, "ol AT e T W e & fow enfaier Ader oy sy forw arw

FAITH
MCS | Hiso-AsC ]
One who holds all things

The tenth of Muharram stands apart in the Islamic calen-
dar. Ashura, derived from the Arabic ashara (ten), arrives
as both a summons to remembrance and an invitation to
gratitude. For Shias, it is a solemn period of mourning.
Hussein — Prophet Muhammad’s grandson and the third
Shia Imam - refused to yield to tyranny and was killed in
the Battle of Karbala on this day in 680 CE.

In Sunni tradition, the day is marked by voluntary fast-
ing — an observance that predates the tragedy at Karbala.
Prophet Muhammad came upon Jews fasting in Madinah
on the day to commemorate the deliverance of the Israe-
lites from Pharaoh (referring to the parting of the Red
Sea). He declares that Muslims had greater right to honour
Prophet Musa (Moses) and prescribed the fast. Beyond
this foundational event confirmed in Sahih al-Bukhari,
several divine interventions are associated with Ashura in
classical Islamic narrations. Prophet Yunus (Jonah) was
freed from the belly of the whale on this day, illustrating
the power of sincere repentance. Prophet Adam’s trans-
gression was forgiven by Allah, marking the beginning of
human redemption. Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) was cast
into a massive fire by King Nimrod, and emerged un-
harmed through Allah’s command - an outcome symbolis-
ing unwavering faith. Prophet Ayyub (Job)’s affliction was
cured after years of trial and tribulation — the ultimate re-
ward for sabr (steadfast patience).Ashura reminds the
faithful of one constant: that no trial is final. Every Pro-
phet tested was ultimately upheld — not just by their own
strength, but by the mercy of the One who holds all things.

Mohammed Hidhayat

26J6. One who holds all things
q§ S WHEA GioC HY UROT FIAT 8

e The tenth of Muharram stands apart in the Islamic
calendar.

HELHA 1 gt airE e Fast 7 AT Agea Wl B

e Ashura, derived from the Arabic ashara (ten), arrives as
both a summons to remembrance and an invitation to gratitude.

JTRRT, SiT 3T Aee; IRRT (&) I {eholl &, FTHIOT 1 3HedleT 3R

el ekl et I HTE Gl ol ATAT B |
e For Shias, it is a solemn period of mourning.
TR FHerATl & foIT Ig 16X ek 1 FHAI I &

e Hussein — Prophet Muhammad’s grandson and the third
Shia Imam — refused to yield to tyranny and was killed in the
Battle of Karbala on this day in 680 CE.

@a—ﬁ?mﬁmaa%aammmmsﬂm—#ma:
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A el ¥ a7 faham 3R 680 éﬁ%ﬁsﬁr%ﬂm*gﬁyﬁ%@a@
In Sunni tradition, the day is marked by voluntary fasting — an observance that predates
the tragedy at Karbala.

Foett T 3 I5 o TR0 UalT T@H AT SATAT §, ST Fered oy TAET & 7 Tgor T oo
gl

Prophet Muhammad came upon Jews fasting in Madinah on the day to commemorate the
deliverance of the Israelites from Pharaoh (referring to the parting of the Red Sea).

YateR HeFAg A FAAT A TghA 1 3 &t AT 7@ &, it gwrefaat 1 fhwaitar & giFa
fHorer (3T ofter AR & fenrerer) & wfar & @ s |

He declares that Muslims had greater right to honour Prophet Musa (Moses) and prescribed
the fast.

3giel el foh HHAATAL T §IXT HAT (FHT IHATFEHATH) T HEATT e T 3T JTURR &
3R 3egieT 3 oot VT T@a o frder feam|

Beyond this foundational event confirmed in Sahih al-Bukhari, several divine interventions
are associated with Ashura in classical Islamic narrations.

TEe H-g@N H A 58 #HeT e & iR, TR ST qoiet & IR o foret %
feeT T3t 1 3 3o AT B

Prophet Yunus (Jonah) was freed from the belly of the whale on this day, illustrating the
power of sincere repentance.

TR TeTH (FAH IrAETmeT) T S T HSoll o Ue § ik A, S geer qeerdy
AufeFd 1 g 81

Prophet Adam’s transgression was forgiven by Allah, marking the beginning of human
redemption.

EONC 3HTeH B AT Y Heellg = &7 ohalT, THE ATl Hferet B Qre3nel g3l

Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) was cast into a massive fire by King Nimrod, and emerged
unharmed through Allah’s command — an outcome symbolising unwavering faith.

EoId SATEH (SHTEIA 3Tl fFETane) & TS eI & faener 319 & sorar e, Afhe e &
3Mmeer A 3 RI&TT ST folehel 31T, ST 3¢ IEUT T Tl g

Prophet Ayyub (Job)’s affliction was cured after years of trial and tribulation — the ultimate
reward for sabr (steadfast patience).

T AT (TS HAREHATH) Y TS o HieeT T 3R Foe & a1g AN eI 8, S I
(3ree &) &1 Hafea wfdwer &

Ashura reminds the faithful of one constant: that no trial is final.

TR SHTH ATl T Tg AN A ATe; et & o g ol advetm 3iferer =767 gl

Every Prophet tested was ultimately upheld — not just by their own strength, but by the
mercy of the One who holds all things.

& YereR, Forehr odYer o 918, mzwgm—mmﬁmﬁdﬁaﬁ, gfedh 3T HRTTH
AT &, S FHET o€ FY UROT FIAT ¢ |

GS Paper 1: Society 26 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

26J6 | Revisiting India’s ultrasound laws

T & HELTATSS Fefall T TAHHIET

26J6 | In a first, Swedish Minister brings baby to EU talks

ggelt IR, Felsar At J:A 3raar e F FAMT T (EV) H do5 & < qgdt

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



Revisiting India’s ultrasoun

[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

d laws

Technological shifts and rising need for community-based cancer screening suggest that regulatory frameworks should adapt to distinguish between different use cases of

ultrasound. An amendment to the PCPNDT Act could legalise community-based ultrasound using a high-frequency linear probe, as it will not impact sex determination

FULL CONTEXT

Parth Sharma
Senthil Kumar A.R.

rs. Janki (name changed), a

45-year-old woman, came to

a health camp organised in

rural Assam with a complaint
of a painless breast lump. She had noticed
the lump three months earlier and
reported that it had gradually increased in
size. On examination, the doctor
suspected breast cancer and advised her
to visit a cancer hospital located two
hours away for further evaluation.

“But I have no pain. The hospital is so
far away. There is nobody to come with
me to the hospital,” Mrs. Janki said.
Despite repeated counselling, she refused
to seek further care.

Three months later, Janki finally
presented to the hospital. By then, she
had developed a large, bleeding mass in
her breast. She was diagnosed with
advanced stage breast cancer and died six
months later.

‘Technological advances, like portable
ultrasound machines, have made it
possible to bring cancer diagnostics, such
as ultrasound imaging and
ultrasound-guided biopsies, closer to
people’s homes. This machine could,
perhaps, have given Mrs. Janaki a
diagnosis at her doorstep. However,
India’s Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act
treats the movement of an ultrasound
machine outside a registered facility as a
serious offence, with penalties that can
include a minimum of three months’
non-bailable imprisonment.

Provisions of the PCPNDT Act
The PCPNDT Act was introduced in 1994
in response to a sharp decline in the child
sex ratio in India, driven by a strong
societal preference for male children and
the growing misuse of technologies such
as ultrasonography for prenatal sex
determination, followed by selective
abortion of female foetuses. Abortion of
female foetuses became more evident
from the 1980s, with the increasing
ilability of imaging technologi
raising serious ethical, demographic, and
public health concerns. The legislation,
therefore, aimed not only to prevent the
misuse of medical technology but also to
address the deeper issue of gender
discrimination.

The law mandates registration of all
genetic clinics, ultrasound centres, and
laboratories and strictly prohibits the
communication or disclosure of the sex of
the foetus. It prescribes detailed
record-keeping, monitoring mechanisms,
and penalties to ensure compliance.

Under this Act, the purchase of an
ultrasound machine is not a routine
commercial transaction but a
tightly-regulated process. A clinic or
hospital must first be registered with the
district government as a genetic clinic or
imaging centre before acquiring a
machine. Purchasing one without prior
registration is illegal. Manufacturers or
dealers are required to verify the buyer’s
credentials and obtain a written
undertaking that the machine will not be
used for sex determination. The sale must
be documented with invoice details that
match the registered centre, and the
transaction is reported to the authorities
for monitoring.

Once installed, the machine must
remain at the approved location, its
details must be recorded in official
registers, and strict documentation,

a

Expanding access: Portable, handheld ultrasound devices can make it technically feasible to bring diagnostic services closer to patients’ homes. GETTY IMAGES

including patient records for every scan,
must be maintained.

Impact of PCPNDT Act

Following the introduction of the
PCPNDT Act, the sex ratio at birth in India
has shown a gradual improvement at the
national level. While this improvement
cannot be conclusively attributed to the
introduction of the Act, several
unintended consequences can be directly
attributed to it.

Evidence suggests that families whose
first child is a girl tend to have more
children in an effort to have a son,
compared to families with a firstborn boy.
Following restrictions on prenatal sex
selection, families experienced a 25%
higher child mortality rate among
firstborn girls relative to firstborn boys.
This could be explained by the decline in
parental investment in health,
particularly among girls. Fertility also
increased in these families, indicating a
shift toward having more children when
sex selection was not an option. Having a
larger number of children also led to
dilution of resources, likely reducing
overall investment per child. Similar
patterns were observed in education as
gender disparities widened. These effects
were more pronounced among poorer,
rural households that were more affected
by the restrictions, as they could not
afford illegal services to abort the child.

Recent reports indicate that
sex-selective practices continue despite
decades of legal prohibition. In October
2025, authorities uncovered an illegal
racket in Karnataka where organised
networks were carrying out prenatal sex
determination and facilitating abortions,
often targeting vulnerable women from
rural areas. Similar crackdowns across
different States show that such activities
are frequently conducted outside formal
health systems, using portable ultrasound
devices, informal providers, and covert
arrangements to evade regulation.

The issue is not confined to India.
Reports from the United Kingdom
indicates that son preference may persist
among some diaspora communities as
well. Reports have also raised concerns
that families of Indian origin may be
engaging in sex-selective practices even in

settings with stricter oversight,
highlighting the deep-rooted nature of
gender bias that transcends national
boundaries.

Taken together, these patterns
underscore a critical limitation of
legislative approaches. While laws such as
the PCPNDT Act establish an essential
regulatory framework, they are
insufficient on their own to drive social
change.

The case for reform

Available evidence suggests that the
PCPNDT Act has not fully achieved its
intended objectives and may, in some
contexts, have had unintended adverse
effects. Additionally, fear of legal
repercussions and stringent regulatory
requirements has had a chilling effect on
service provision.

Moreover, The PCPNDT Act has not
kept pace with advances in ultrasound
technology. Portable, handheld
ultrasound devices, often connected to
smartphones or tablets, make it
technically feasible to bring diagnostic
services closer to patients’ homes, which
is particularly relevant for early cancer
detection in underserved areas. However,
the use of such devices at the community
level is currently illegal in India.

Modern high-frequency probes used
for applications such as cancer detection

the assessment of other superficial
conditions cannot be used for foetal sex
determination, yet remain subject to the
same regulatory restrictions, limiting
access to essential diagnostic care.

Recent developments in artificial
intelligence (AD further strengthen the
case for a more nuanced regulatory
approach. Al-enabled ultrasound systems
can assist with image acquisition and
interpretation, and in some
configurations generate automated
reports based on pattern recognition
without requiring full image storage or
display. Such technologies could enable
safe, purpose-specific use of ultrasound
for diagnostic applications while
substantially reducing the risk of misuse
for foetal sex determination.

Recent research has also demonstrated
the potential of Al in improving access to
reliable ultrasonography. In a pilot study,

26J6. Revisiting India’s ultrasound laws

R F HECTATSS FIeTAl Y GAUAIET

portable ultrasound scans performed by
individuals with minimal training were
combined with Al to identify suspicious
breast lesions with high accuracy,
correctly flagging all confirmed cancer
cases. This suggests that Al-assisted
ultrasound could enable frontline health
workers to assess patients with breast
lumps, refer those with suspicious
findings for further evaluation, and
reassure those with benign conditions.

For countries such as India, where
access to specialist radiologists and
diagnostic imaging remains uneven,
especially in rural areas where nearly 70%
of the population resides, such
innovations could substantially improve
the timely assessment and treatment of
symptomatic patients. Earlier diagnosis
and referral have the potential to reduce
breast cancer mortality while expanding
access to care in rural and underserved
areas. This contrasts with many Western
countries, where breast cancer control
strategies rely more heavily on
mammographic screening programmes
that detect tumours before symptoms
appear but require considerably greater
resources and infrastructure.

Serving a greater need

These technological shifts and the rising
need for community-based cancer
sereening in view of the high cancer
burden in India suggest that regulatory
frameworks need to adapt to distinguish
between different use cases of
ultrasound. An amendment to the Act
could make community-based ultrasound
using a high-frequency linear probe legal,
as it will not impact sex determination.
Additionally, the Act should incorporate
provisions addressing emerging
technologies, including Al-enabled and
safeguarded USG imaging systems
designed to prevent the determination or
disclosure of foetal sex, irrespective of
intent.

(Dr. Parth Sharma is a community
physician working in the department of
preventive oncology and public health at
Cachar Cancer Hospital and Research
Centre. Dr. Senthil Kumar A.R. is a
consultant radiologist and former director
of the department of radiology, Aberdeen
Royal Infirmary, U.K. Views are personal.)

THE GIST

-

The PCPNDT Act was
introduced in 1994 to curb
prenatal sex determination and
the selective abortion of
female foetuses in response to
a declining child sex ratio.

v

The law has not kept pace with
advances in ultrasound
technology, including portable
handheld devices that can
bring diagnostic services closer
to patients’ homes.

v

For countries such as India,
where access to specialist
radiologists and diagnostic
imaging remains uneven, such
innovation could aid early
cancer detection, particularly
inunderserved areas.

e Technological shifts and rising need for community-based cancer screening suggest that
regulatory frameworks should adapt to distinguish between different use cases of

ultrasound.
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et aRadat 3R FETeTfiF Fav o &8/ S (Community-based Cancer Screening) &I
Fedl ATTLYhdT T Tohd Sl & 1o I ATHS &l T eern3s (Ultrasound) & faffiest 3uaien &
i 3R A o TIT 3feepfer fomar S =fge]

An amendment to the PCPNDT Act could legalize community-based ultrasound using a high-
frequency linear probe, as it will not impact sex determination.

PCPNDT 3rfafaas & geieret teh 3=a-Agfar arer effaaw Wi (High-Frequency Linear
Probe) & HTETH ¥ TR T TR ICCRAT3S I I SA14T ST Fehell &, FT1eh 3o ffar
f4ToT (Sex Determination) WaTfad &1 g1l

Mrs. Janki (name changed), a 45-year-old woman, came to a health camp organised in rural
Assam with a complaint of a painless breast lump.

aiﬁ(aawg&rram), 45 qfty Ffger, areior 3w F 3T v Tareey RAfER & Nareg
grell el FY 1S (Breast Lump) FT R o 3mS|

She had noticed the lump three months earlier and reported that it had gradually increased in
size.

3egiat lel AE Ugel 34 116 ol HgEd faham AT 3R Farm o 8T 3R 8R-4M a1 |
On examination, the doctor suspected breast cancer and advised her to visit a cancer
hospital located two hours away for further evaluation.

ST & GRIeT STeFeX ol Tl $&X (Breast Cancer)@ramm‘g'éaﬂ?mm@rsﬁﬂ%ﬁv
al e oY F&ud /T HETATe (Cancer Hospital) STt &1 Helrg &1

“But | have no pain. The hospital is so far away. There is nobody to come with me to the
hospital,” Mrs. Janki said.

"It P IS && A€ ¥| IETATT IEl G &1 B WY I SHled arent o 1 7¢T 8, AAH
SATehY =1 Tl

Despite repeated counselling, she refused to seek further care.

TR-SR A fET SATe o STeo]G 3oaiel 3T 3TER Ao & SeTehR Y [T

Three months later, Janki finally presented to the hospital.

ofleT AT TG (AT SAehT IrEACATeT T |

By then, she had developed a large, bleeding mass in her breast.

S Tk SoTeh Eclol H Ueh F81 3R TFcATT el dTell 3M1S Taehfeet g1 Jeht o |

She was diagnosed with advanced stage breast cancer and died six months later.

3AH 3eeld GEAT F T« FE (Advanced Stage Breast Cancer) Wﬁﬂﬂgﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ
e 3o HcG BT TS|

Technological advances, like portable ultrasound machines, have made it possible to bring

cancer diagnostics, such as ultrasound imaging and ultrasound-guided biopsies, closer
to people’s homes.

Qi&ae reera3s wefiEt (Portable Ultrasound Machines) ST darstiehT 9aTfal of $Haw e
(Cancer Diagnostics), 51 3egI38 AT (Ultrasound Imaging) 3R sreera3s-AdRa
TreH (Ultrasound-Guided Biopsies), EI#W%W%WWWW ot fear
gl

This machine could, perhaps, have given Mrs. Janaki a diagnosis at her doorstep.

THAA: g AN AT SThT Pl 3eAeh 89X TR & AT T AT 3T T Tehdr 27|

However, India’s Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PCPNDT) Act
treats the movement of an ultrasound machine outside a registered facility as a serious
offence, with penalties that can include a minimum of three months’ non-bailable
imprisonment.

glaileh, Rl T THTTA-4 U9 yHa-94 et a@efia (PCPNDT) srftrfaaer il gt &g
& FTEY 3eeTaT3s FRfleT of STl &l Ueh 318 3TORTY AT &, THaehT Hall H ~goTaH et 7t 1
I-FATTAY FRE (Non-Bailable Imprisonment) &Y Ao & b &1
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Provisions of the PCPNDT Act
PCPNDT 3fafaas & yraemst

e The PCPNDT Act was introduced in 1994 in response to a sharp decline in the child sex
ratio in India, driven by a strong societal preference for male children and the growing
misuse of technologies such as ultrasonography for prenatal sex determination, followed
by selective abortion of female foetuses.

PCPNDT sfafarsr sl 1994 # 81kl & &t fAMeTater (Child Sex Ratio) # dst FRiae & Stare
o], TR aram T, fSaehT HROT g a8 FdT (Male Children Preference) 3R sregralstiamhy
(Ultrasonography) SiET dehsitent s STewrqd forar farafwor (Prenatal Sex Determination) @&m
35 SIC, AfgelT 30T (Female Foetuses) & TeATcHe IT$TUTe o ToTT ST gouieT 7|

e Abortion of female foetuses became more evident from the 1980s, with the increasing
availability of imaging technologies, raising serious ethical, demographic, and public health
concerns.

1980 & gare ¥ Afgar oIt (Female Foetuses) & ST & TV 31T TIC et o,
FIfR SATHT dheiiep! I STTsErar 98, 5T 7R Afas (Ethical), Saraiieah T
(Demographic) 3iR Ad=ifa® F&aRLT (Public Health)qq’a‘tﬁﬁmﬁm§§|

e The legislation, therefore, aimed not only to prevent the misuse of medical technology but
also to address the deeper issue of gender discrimination.

SATAIT SH I I 36T hael Tfhcdl Teheileh oh GEULNIT T Uehell el AT, Tioeh AT
AeAHTT (Gender Discrimination) 3T gL THTAT ST AT ShlelT T AT

¢ The law mandates registration of all genetic clinics, ultrasound centres, and laboratories
and strictly prohibits the communication or disclosure of the sex of the foetus.

g FieleT el Aaifes Felifaras (Genetic Clinics), 3regrT3s @l (Ultrasound Centres) 3R
YANTATEN3 (Laboratories) & YsllehoT & JTeTarey ST & 4T 8T & fofar (Sex of the
Foetus) T STASRI SAT AT Yehe 1T TET ¥ Tfaatd AT gl

e |t prescribes detailed record-keeping, monitoring mechanisms, and penalties to ensure
compliance.

37eTaTelel FiATRE A & ToIT sa# faeqga ffra@-t@w@E (Record-Keeping), faaRredt =
(Monitoring Mechanisms) 3R &8 (Penalties) T UTaeIe fHaT AT &

e Under this Act, the purchase of an ultrasound machine is not a routine commercial
transaction but a tightly-regulated process.

=g 3fARATH & 39T sreernss AMT A Wiie FIS AT TTATRAS Ael-&oT oTel, dfeh Th
F3 fgss arel T g1

e A clinic or hospital must first be registered with the district government as a genetic clinic
or imaging centre before acquiring a machine.

TRl 7RfieT ol Wigsl & Ygol [RET Fellfeles AT 3T Sl e THR & 1Y AAfeH Fellfas
a1 SATS F (Imaging Centre) & &9 7 Tsiiehel BT 3TaT g

e Purchasing one without prior registration is illegal.
T4 GTehoT & foretr Ot #7elieT @lieaTr aer g

e Manufacturers or dealers are required to verify the buyer’s credentials and obtain a written
undertaking that the machine will not be used for sex determination.

AT ar fashan3it & fow @lier it arar fr S s 3R a8 fAf@d 3mearas o« srfaart
& T 71eeT &1 3TAter foier fAaRoT (Sex Determination) & forw AT fara swam|

e The sale must be documented with invoice details that match the registered centre, and the
transaction is reported to the authorities for monitoring.

TarshT o7 qRT RehlS TF ATl (Invoice) & AL TGT SATAT ATMET TSTHhT STTTehRT Ttiehel chg; & Fel
QAT 8Y, TUT SH olet-eT Y Gl IR & forw Haiftrer srftramfat & & sl 21
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Once installed, the machine must remain at the approved location, its details must be
recorded in official registers, and strict documentation,

Teh IR AT glet o 16 AT T Tl FATA IR & TN SATEAT MG, IHebT [qa0T JTfIhRen
31fer@r 7 gof 81T =nfev, 3R F3 gFarEsii®or (Documentation) T GTefeT fhaT ST TTRT

Impact of PCPNDT Act
PCPNDT f&fads &1 99T

including patient records for every scan, must be maintained.
Tcdeh Tohel o forv et 1fAA@ (Patient Records) afgd eft ﬁaﬁ?w ™ ST IR0

Following the introduction of the PCPNDT Act, the sex ratio at birth in India has shown a
gradual improvement at the national level.

PCPNDT strf&farrsr o] gt & se $1Rcl 7 Siea & §HY fameIure (Sex Ratio at Birth) &
TSET TR I ER-ER GUR ST T Rl g

While this improvement cannot be conclusively attributed to the introduction of the Act,
several unintended consequences can be directly attributed to it.

e 38 GUR 1T QI A ARET 9 T 58 TATAIH i w761 fer 511 Fehr, T 3 580k 3
FTaf&T RO (Unintended Consequences) mmﬂgggl

Evidence suggests that families whose first child is a girl tend to have more children in an
effort to have a son, compared to families with a firstborn boy.

HIET FATd & T ToleT IRART &7 Igell HdTeT a8ehT Blci! &, I oIShT UTel & TATH H Ggoll Tl
ASHT Bl Aol TRART T JofalT 7 el g YeT et &1

Following restrictions on prenatal sex selection, families experienced a 25% higher child
mortality rate among firstborn girls relative to firstborn boys.

SeAqd foer T4 (Prenatal Sex Selection) T YT oMU STt o dTe;, Ygell Hellel & &9 &
STt oI5TehdT H Tgell Hcllel oTSehi T Tefell 7 25% 30 a1l HcF &3 (Child Mortality Rate)
Hr TS|

This could be explained by the decline in parental investment in health, particularly among
girls.

8 fawet rsforal & a2y T Arar-Rar & f@der (Parental Investment) 3 &&ET & TFSRIT

ST AT

Fertility also increased in these families, indicating a shift toward having more children when
sex selection was not an option.

3o7 IRART 7 YoteteT & (Fertility) 3% §¢ 315, ToTw I8 Tohd fAelar § o Sie foler ag= Tera A7
T&T ot TR are Ye et 1 ggfar a4

Having a larger number of children also led to dilution of resources, likely reducing overall
investment per child.

mm%mﬁmmm?ﬂ, S8 9d o R FeT AT S gled hr T1a=A
el

Similar patterns were observed in education as gender disparities widened.

8T (Education) F &7 7 3ff 0O &) TSI W 91T, ST AP IWHAAT (Gender Disparities)
G S|

These effects were more pronounced among poorer, rural households that were more
affected by the restrictions, as they could not afford illegal services to abort the child.

Y g1g IS 3R ITAoT IRART F 310 Tave A, FAiF I T & frw 3r3er Qart @
el 3aT b T

Recent reports indicate that sex-selective practices continue despite decades of legal
prohibition.
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gTeT b1 RATE TeTel § o Gerent & Fieelt IS ot & STasie foiar-aaret wareft womd (Sex-
Selective Practices) 31 3t ST &1

e In October 2025, authorities uncovered an illegal racket in Karnataka where organised
networks were carrying out prenatal sex determination and facilitating abortions, often
targeting vulnerable women from rural areas.

g 2025 A IR F et # Teh 37T [I0G 1 gThrer o, STgl Garfod seash
Steaqe foier frefRor (Prenatal Sex Determination) 3R 318Y0TeT STt T 1 &3 Tg & T
3TFER ATHIOT 8737 T FHAR ATgel3iT ol AT 571 W@ T

e Similar crackdowns across different States show that such activities are frequently conducted
outside formal health systems, using portable ultrasound devices, informal providers, and
covert arrangements to evade regulation.

fafPesT T2t & g3 S Jeh 1 HRATS § I TeidT & b it arfafaferar e sitgamis
TARLY SUGEAT & 1T Gieadl HeeMI3s 39HIT (Portable Ultrasound Devices), 3iiqaTiieh
AT JeTcT3iT 7T I[CT SFGTATIT o ATCIH | Tl T Sl & i et & sar 51w

e Theissue is not confined to India.
g TATIT ol AR deh WA 78T ¢

e Reports from the United Kingdom indicates that son preference may persist among some
diaspora communities as well.

Ferses fhersar Y Raté dehdt & & T s arelh wagerat # off g afirar (Son Preference)
T EE T

k)
e Reports have also raised concerns that families of Indian origin may be engaging in sex-
selective practices even in settings with stricter oversight, highlighting the deep-rooted
nature of gender bias that transcends national boundaries.

Reatet 7 g eiam ot srerey 1 918 & o IRAIr 7T (Indlian Origin) & $© IRAR &l R
arer &2t 7 o foiar-aaer |t wamsit 7 i & dona €, S T A3t ¥ W el Y A
yatarg (Gender Bias) Y &RITdT 8

e Taken together, these patterns underscore a critical limitation of legislative approaches.
goT Hol TSATGAT W T FISC BIAT & foh sharol TAEry 3UTAT 1 Ueh HgcaqoT €AT B

e While laws such as the PCPNDT Act establish an essential regulatory framework, they are
insufficient on their own to drive social change.

eI PCPNDT Ffafarast Sif iefet Ueh 3102 oamaes grem Yetel old &, oifehed 3ol A
HTHATTSTR TRt offel o TelT e o781 & |

The case for reform
QUR T ITaRTHdAT

e Available evidence suggests that the PCPNDT Act has not fully achieved its intended
objectives and may, in some contexts, have had unintended adverse effects.

3Uelst] HIET ST & foh PCPNDT Jrfarfarrer 3rder @eft 3egeat 1 Ol oig Wi 7181 & 9rar
3R Fo IRTEUT 7 g8 Ireraféra wfage gemma (Unintended Adverse Effects) 8fr ag €1

e Additionally, fear of legal repercussions and stringent regulatory requirements has had a
chilling effect on service provision.

g8 Jfaferd Fegstt IROMEAT (Legal Repercussions) & 13 31X &3 foamse graermst o darai
F YIaTe X sThRIcHS THI STell & |
e Moreover, the PCPNDT Act has not kept pace with advances in ultrasound technology.

g% 3TeldT PCPNDT Ffafa9s reern3s asstie (Ultrasound Technology) #gu o &
ITEY TG T I Tl Al T AT |
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Portable, handheld ultrasound devices, often connected to smartphones or tablets, make
it technically feasible to bring diagnostic services closer to patients’ homes, which is
particularly relevant for early cancer detection in underserved areas.

GIEed, &Y H Uhs ST aTel AECMI3S 3YI0T (Ultrasound Devices), ST 37X TATEWIA AT
&qAT A 3 EI €, Tehellchl § & Tg T FeATd & 1 AeT-Feeret Aard #fisit & ext oeh 9gar &h,
it T &0 & et Graensit arer &1 7 FAT Y YRIAF gt (Cancer Detection) & fow
Agcaqoi &l

However, the use of such devices at the community level is currently illegal in India.

gTellieh, TH SYRIUT ohT AIHETTASH FAX (Community Level) 9T 3UZNT dcTolel & 8- # 37der
gl

Modern high-frequency probes used for applications such as cancer detection and the
assessment of other superficial conditions cannot be used for foetal sex determination, yet
remain subject to the same regulatory restrictions, limiting access to essential diagnostic care.

FuT &Y ggaTe (Cancer Detection) 3R 3 FALY 9T o TRN&TIT & TP Y foleh Feer-3rgfer
9a (High-Frequency Probes) WWQ\W#%W(F%MI Sex Determination) &
fore 7€t fonam ST TehT, TR o 3 T e ufaeet & 31 §, forar smaeas foemeT dansit
e T WA & STl ¥

Recent developments in artificial intelligence (Al) further strengthen the case for a more
nuanced regulatory approach.

F e et (Artificial Intelligence - Al) # gTel & fashre 31ferss dqford 3ik gea s
GTSEhIUT Y AR T AR HTT Fd &

Al-enabled ultrasound systems can assist with image acquisition and interpretation, and in
some configurations generate automated reports based on pattern recognition without
requiring full image storage or display.

Al-HaTH FeCIT33 YONfadr (Al-enabled Ultrasound Systems) IR gred @t 3R 3o7eh!
TN oA H AT Y Fehell § AUT & FaCY13T H T o Farfeet ar gefRie e e deet

UgdT & 3TUR W TaTord RUIC 8 SRR X Thall &

Such technologies could enable safe, purpose-specific use of ultrasound for diagnostic
applications while substantially reducing the risk of misuse for foetal sex determination.

U TAeheileh ECTATSS T GUIaTd 3R 3eged-TaRISe foeT SUANeT H$1a ST el & oTUT 80T &
ffar foverior & FrT 56k geoiier & STEH &1 FThY &8 T HA F Fhell 8

Recent research has also demonstrated the potential of Al in improving access to reliable
ultrasonography.

g1l o Qe oF TaaT=1 reerAR—TdY (Ultrasonography) amqg”?raaﬁ Al FT &7Far o
gefia #r gl

In a pilot study, portable ultrasound scans performed by individuals with minimal training were
combined with Al to identify suspicious breast lesions with high accuracy, correctly flagging
all confirmed cancer cases.

T Ul HETTeT H A TIRAGTOT UIed s aRT T 910 qiEae 3egranss The &l Al &
TIY Sigehy HETer Foar ural (Breast Lesions) T 3Ta Hlehal & Tgdlel i 375 3R &l give
forw 37T FEI AT (Cancer Cases) & Tl a1 ¥ RIfETa fFam aram|

This suggests that Al-assisted ultrasound could enable frontline health workers to assess
patients with breast lumps, refer those with suspicious findings for further evaluation, and
reassure those with benign conditions.

SO Thd fAerar § for Al-ugiRa sreer@n3s (Al-assisted Ultrasound) 31f3e gfed &
FAELYHTHAT ST FAeT $Y 716 (Breast Lump) dTel AU T HoAishe! hel, HiETH A T
R T AT & AT FSTa TUT AT AT BT IMTET It H T&TH Fo1T AhT |
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For countries such as India, where access to specialist radiologists and diagnostic imaging
remains uneven, especially in rural areas where nearly 70% of the population resides, such
innovations could substantially improve the timely assessment and treatment of symptomatic
patients.

R S &2l 7, STet fadwa IAEifaee (Radiologists) WWWWQ@’HW
¢, TAReRT FITeRoT 83T 3 STET e9T8 1T 70% MEIEY @l &, VA AR THT I 9T Fediehed R
3R H 3eaEHIT GUR & el |

Earlier diagnosis and referral have the potential to reduce breast cancer mortality while
expanding access to care in rural and underserved areas.

ofrer ¥eret 3R Yher & et 8 & g1 arell {eg (Breast Cancer Mortality) i T ST Fehell
& T greor 3R IR &3 F 3TER aﬁrqg;”?raaémﬂa»—cﬁ%l

This contrasts with many Western countries, where breast cancer control strategies rely
more heavily on mammographic screening programmes that detect tumours before
symptoms appear but require considerably greater resources and infrastructure.

g Teufa &3 gftes 2af (Western Countries) & f&iw1 &, 58T AANNTAe ThfAT FrIFA
(Mammographic Screening Programmes) 9 3if&ie fr¢Rar gIcir &, i oT&T0T Yehe glet T Ugel
TIHAT T AT 91T A &, olfehe] Sofeh ToIT 3T HHTU 3R TSI HIAT T ATl Bl
gl

Serving a greater need
UF q3) ITaRIFAT 1 qfet

These technological shifts and the rising need for community-based cancer screening in
view of the high cancer burden in India suggest that regulatory frameworks need to adapt to
distinguish between different use cases of ultrasound.

3R & 9o H8T #R (Cancer Burden) ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂ
FHT S (Community-based Cancer Screening) &Y SGdT 3TaTHT Ig Hehd &dl &
fAamHe Tl Y IregraT3s & faffiest 3T & e 37X et & foIT regepierd fomarm Sirer =g |

An amendment to the Act could make community-based ultrasound using a high-frequency
linear probe legal, as it will not impact sex determination.

Ffafaas A |@Mer Sk 3=T-3Mgfa arer ffAaX 91 (High-Frequency Linear Probe) &
ATETH § WA T R HECHATSS i 98 ST ST el &, FiTeh @@t foler ferefror (Sex
Determination) ¥3Tfad w&r g1am|

Additionally, the Act should incorporate provisions addressing emerging technologies,
including Al-enabled and safeguarded USG imaging systems designed to prevent the
determination or disclosure of foetal sex, irrespective of intent.

g 3faied, mﬁmgmﬁ@mﬁawmﬁmwmm,
fSieTa Al-wat (Al-enabled) 2T GRIaTT USG safsier Rwes anfayer g, fSiwe fore oy aRfRufa
3 8707 & O (Foetal Sex) T UROT AT YA AUshel o 362 A Tl fohar arar gl |
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I[] d ﬁI'St, SWE,‘dlS] 26J6. In a first, Swedish Minister brings baby to

.. . EU talks
Minister brings e A, Teer 1 3t a1t Rrep TR F (EU)

baby to EU talks o 3 v gl

e Sweden’s Environment Minister brought her baby to
ence France Presse an EU meeting Thursday, in a barrier-breaking move she
BRUSSELS showed it was possible to be both “a present Minister and a
Sweden’s Environment Minister brought her baby present mother”. .
toan EE mielingd'l‘hursday, in % lba_rritlejr;b;zat{ldng Fdtser 1 gATawor 7t (Sweden’s Environment Minister)
move she showed it was possible to “a . . v
present Minister and a present mother”. W I 39 fﬂ?j il w 9 (EU) T S5 A oY q§ T N

Romina Pourmokhtari arrived at the ministe- a3t @ (—ﬂgﬁ arer FeH FATAY 3@;} IJg ﬁ\'@TEIT & TH

rial talks in Luxembourg with her three-month-

old son, Adam, in a sling with a pram-pushing aide arr veh @isha & (Minister) 3R v @&fT A (Mother) 8T
in tow — becoming the latest public figure to shake

up conventions around motherhood and work. T g
Happy also to be an example of not having to e Romina Pourmokhtari arrived at the ministerial talks in

g:g;s;bn?f}“;:ﬁ, ?ﬁ?ﬁo‘}iﬂﬁfﬁiﬁ ng&%ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬂé Luxembourg with her three-month-old son, Adam, in a sling

as Adam rested on her chest. with a pram-pushing aide in tow — becoming the latest public
Her French colleague Monique Barbut prompt- figure to shake up conventions around motherhood and work.
ly gave her a baby gift. An EU official said it was AT AT : i) 379eY H‘é’lﬁ'
thought to be the first time a baby was brought to o (Ro m.l na. Pourmi@ikhtari) e a; ¥
one of the bloc’s ministerial meetings. TUSH (Adam) T ST FEeleT 7 oIehT adFardAasT (Luxembourg)

Mothers are particularly affected by the chal-

lenge of juggling work and childcare, with studies ImAfod AT ardr & QEv?ﬁ', STafeh 3eTch AT Teh TS I

showing women tend to miss out on promotions, )
career opportunities and higher earnings after T T AT| §8 PR Gl Al (Motherhood) IR FH

having a child. In a bid to make the lives of female (Work) & 5131 YRY e STRUT3AT &t Teildt &of aTell sTdiTcds

lawmakers easier, the European Parliament re-

cently changed its internal rules to allow new H‘IéGI‘ﬁ-I’cFE‘{-T—ﬂ' EI?-[TI?;"."I

mothers the right to vote A « .
Ms. Pourm]fll(-lhtari is n‘;{ fﬁg’g’m politician to e “Happy also to be an example of not having to choose

highlight maternity struggles. In 2018 former New between being a present Minister and a present mother,” the
Zealand leader Jacinda Ardern won accolades for 30-year-old told journalists as Adam rested on her chest.
bringing her three-month-old daughter, Neve, to uﬂg g ad Frofr E,Rﬁ %— A =g J1d & 30T §eT T 5 s

the United Nations General Assembly in the first

such appearance by a baby in the organisation’s Fier A 31T U AT AT 81 & 1T fordT Uah &1 gqar
history. A year earlier Larissa Waters made Aus- >

tralian political history by becoming the first wo- 37T oTgt §,” 30 aufT FY A TR A T, ST TSH 3e7h! BIAT

man to nurse her newborn baby in the nation’s
Parliament. o §3-1T g1
e Her French colleague Monique Barbut promptly gave
her a baby gift.
SeTeh! IR (French) Hedol Aifas aRE (Monique Barbut) & 3¢ qRd R & fov weh
39gR feam|

e An EU official said it was thought to be the first time a baby was brought to one of the bloc’s
ministerial meetings.

Teh EU 3Tl o gt foh #1717 18T & 1o I8 Tl IR & 1 fohalt R aht 3y wer b
AR S5 & J™T ATE
e Mothers are particularly affected by the challenge of juggling work and childcare, with

studies showing women tend to miss out on promotions, career opportunities and higher
earnings after having a child.

ATATE (Mothers) 3% &9 & F1T (Work) 3 aeat Y a@emer (Childcare) & i< Hclolel dalel
T YAl & FHTTA BT & | 3TETAA & Tl "Il ¢ [ Tee) oh STod o alle; AfGAAT bl 3FaT
geleafa (Promotions), AT F 3GW (Career Opportunities) 311 318 3T (Higher
Earnings) & afd 3§11 98T ¢
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In a bid to make the lives of female lawmakers easier, the European Parliament recently
changed its internal rules to allow new mothers the right to vote by proxy.

AT WHET T Sl HTHTT ol & 3eged ¥ I §HG (European Parliament) ¥ gTeT €
H 319 HTaRe [ATAT 7 seona forar, TSaw 518 AT & gfafafer & aAregsr @ AdgHT (Vote

by Proxy) T &R e aram|

Ms. Pourmokhtari is not the first politician to highlight maternity struggles.

A WATEART (Pourmokhtari) ATGed (Maternity) & ST8T eilfcrdT T STV lel alell Tgell

ST 78T B

In 2018 former New Zealand leader Jacinda Ardern won accolades for bringing her three-

month-old daughter, Neve, to the United Nations General Assembly in the first such
appearance by a baby in the organisation’s history.

2018  #ggitels (New Zealand) T qd Ferr=Tar=T SHfAsT 38+t (Jacinda Ardern) & 379elt efie
HEA S 9 ftg (Neve) I I TSE AT (United Nations General Assembly) 7 &
ofTehY SaTTeh JRIHT JTCcT T | Fg HeFeT Isg o Sfctgre & fondlr fRAIy i ggell et 3ufeufa o

A year earlier Larissa Waters made Australian political history by becoming the first woman
to nurse her newborn baby in the nation’s Parliament.

O U gy Ugol AT aied (Larissa Waters) o7 3iTEf™T (Australian) & JsTsiliae sfderd
A 77T 3Ty formT T, S d 297 T HHG (Parliament) & 379w HasiTel fRIY] T Tcl=TaleT &l

arell ggoll AfgelT S=i1|

GS Paper 1: Geography 26 June 2026
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26J6 | 188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes

AT H HTT YT A 188 WAty A, 1,500 €I

26J6 | 3 States close ranks on Tungabhadra basin

FITSTET AR T 3 A A TFolear Rwr$

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

Asuting sortex i the wid Spinning top: A rare tornado-like funnel cloud

formed amid a sudden downpour near Pudukottai
and Vaagaikulam in Thoothukudi district, Tamil
Nadu on June 21. The tornado

ripped on the roof of a few structures in the mini
theme park near the Vaagaikulam toll plaza.
However,no fatalities were reported.
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188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes

I ‘Doublet earthquake’ with initial 7.2 magnitude
quake was closely followed by a stronger 7.5 one

ence France-Presse
LA GUAIRA

pair of powerful
Aearmquakes that
rocked Venezuela

have killed at least 188 peo-
ple and left more than
1,500 hurt, officials said on
Thursday as residents
searched for loved ones
trapped under rubble after
many buildings were flat-
tened within minutes.

An international out-
pouring of aid quickly fol-
lowed the tremors on Wed-
nesday evening, which the
United States Geological
Survey (USGS) measured
as magnitude 7.2 and 7.5,
centred west of the capital
Caracas. Tremors from the
earthquakes were also felt
in neighbouring Colombia
and Brazil.

Interim President Delcy
Rodriguez said that intense
rescue efforts were going
on, noting that the State of
La Guaira was hit hard.

“Dozens of buildings

have collapsed, and we are
currently carrying out very
intense rescue efforts to
save as many lives as God
allows us to save,” Ms. Ro-
driguez said on state televi-
sion on Thursday.

“La Guaira State is a
true tragedy, and has be-
come a disaster zone.”

The first earthquake,
with an epicentre 21 kilo-
metres west of the coastal
town of Moron, occurred
at 6.04 p.m. local time on
Wednesday, the USGS said.
Within a minute, a 7.5-mag-
nitude earthquake struck
about 45 kilometres away.
They struck at depths of 22
kilometres and 10 kilo-
metres, respectively.

Scores of rescuers from
the U.S. and several Euro-
pean countries and UN
specialists were on their
way to help search for sur-
vivors, Ms. Rodriguez said
while nations including
China, India, Brazil, and
war-battered Iran offered
help. However, threatening

Aid on the way from U.S., European countries,
UN, says interim leader; India, China offer help

Lost in seconds: Awoman holds a boy near a collapsed buildingin Caracas, Venezuela, on Thursday
following the earthquakes. AP

to complicate the relief ef-
fort, the international air-
port near Caracas was
closed due to “serious
damage,” she said, with so-
cial media videos showing
the terminal’s ceiling col-
lapsing over travellers.
Officials were trying to

make the most of the day-
light hours to rescue peo-
ple believed to be trapped
under the rubble, the Inte-
rim President said.

“Big logistical role’

“Deeply saddened by the
devastation caused by the

severe earthquakes in Ve-
nezuela,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in a
statement. “We pray for
the speedy recovery of
those injured and stand in
solidarity with all those af-
fected... India stands ready
to extend all possible assis-

188 dead, 1,500 injured in Venezuela earthquakes

AT H HTT YT A 188 WAt dr A, 1,500 uTI

stronger 7.5 one.

WRR 7.2 digar & 'sqec HFT F qia a16 7.5 diaar 1369 ot rfE afFaare s s

tance,” he said.

The U.S. “stands ready,
willing, and able to help,”
President Donald Trump
said in a social media post.

“We have a whole-of-go-
vernment response. It will
be big, it will be fast, and it
will be effective,” U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio told reporters during a
visit to Bahrain, saying his
country’s military would
play a “big logistical role”.

‘Washington is closely in-
volved in oil-rich Venezue-
la after US. forces cap-
tured President Nicolas
Maduro in January.

The strongest earth-
quake to hit Venezuela in
126 years will require
“massive  collective ef-
forts”, the United Nations”
aid chief Tom Fletcher said
in a statement. He said the
UN was “fully mobilised”
to send aid.

Parts of the capital Cara-
cas lost power and cell-
phone coverage while sub-
way services were

Tremors from the strongest earthquake to hit
Venezuela in 126 years felt in Colombia, Brazil

suspended and natural gas
shut off, the interim Presi-
dent. Classes will also be
canceled for several days,
and the Ministry of Educa-
tion said some school
buildings would be used as
shelters and donation
centers.

On Thursday, the UN
human rights mission in
Venezuela called on the go-
vernment to lift local res-
trictions on social media.

“In the coming hours
and days, timely access to
reliable information and
communication channels
will be essential for the
protection of the lives, sa-
fety, and well-being of the
population,” the mission
said in a statement.

The strongest tremors
in earthquake-prone Vene-
zuela’s recent history oc-
curred in the northeast in
1997, killing 73 people, and
in Caracas in 1967, when
236 people died.

(With inputs from AP and
Reuters)

‘doublet earthquake with the initial 7.2 magnitude quake was closely followed by a

o Aid on the way from U.S., European countries, UN, says interim leader; India, China
offer help.

AR Aar A FgT f 3rARFT, FURT a0t 3 FgFa wsg (UN) F FeraaT T6d 7 8 R 3
i  oft Feg Fr FeFA A I

e Tremors from the strongest earthquake to hit Venezuela in 126 years felt in Colombia,

Brazil.

126 T 7 AT 7 HTT FEF ATFAAT $7FT & FHeH Frataar AR Frlta 7 o TeHw e

aTu

e A pair of powerful earthquakes that rocked Venezuela have killed at least 188 people and
left more than 1,500 hurt, officials said on Thursday.

AU Y il e aTer AfFaT2ITe AYX s{ehl 3 ot & o7 188 Y S i g 1S ¥ 317 1,500

ﬁmaﬁwwgtr%,maﬂﬁﬁﬁwaﬁml

e Residents searched for loved ones trapped under rubble after many buildings were flattened

within minutes.

S SARCI o o &1 THTCT 7 LRI g1 SiTeT & ST, 1T Ferd & Y 37eT fSTait &hl Temr Y

T

¢ An international outpouring of aid quickly followed the tremors on Wednesday evening, which
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) measured as magnitude 7.2 and 7.5, centred

west of the capital Caracas.
AR LT TV STeeh & 918 FARTSEIT AT Foil & Tgeiat oft, Fofeg TgFal Tod {aanmtaran
HAETOT (USGS) o 7.2 31X 7.5 dradT &1 AT, TSITehT che; ITHTAT SR & s 3 2T

o Tremors from the earthquakes were also felt in neighbouring Colombia and Brazil.
o7 37T & FIcah TSIl Frafaar 3R ssfier 7 o #ggH fhv v

o Interim President Delcy Rodriguez said that intense rescue efforts were going on, noting
that the State of La Guaira was hit hard.
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Fafter wsgafer Sedlt AFaer o et fon Aot T Hfdamer Y § 3R A IS0 Uo7 FaH IfAh
oA g3 |

“Dozens of buildings have collapsed, and we are currently carrying out very intense rescue
efforts to save as many lives as God allows us to save,” Ms. Rodriguez said on state
television on Thursday.

AT AT F AR T TR SATASTA TR FgT, ‘Gotedl SARC &8 TS 8, N & foickatr 31
STTet $RaY T U1 { AT TRl &, 36 Tl & ToIT S5 ot qara AT Toll W 1"

“La Guaira State is a true tragedy, and has become a disaster zone.”

“AT IS AT AEAT H Teh FTHET T IAT & 3T 3 Ueh HTIST 81T H Feol T 67

The first earthquake, with an epicentre 21 kilometres west of the coastal town of Moron,
occurred at 6.04 p.m. local time on Wednesday, the USGS said.

USGS & 31, Tgell 8{&h, fSraent &g T wA9R AR & 21 foheilefiex afRes & o1, goar &t
TYTAY THRITAR A 6:04 ot 37T

Within a minute, a 7.5-magnitude earthquake struck about 45 kilometres away.

Teh fATe & AR oTareTar 45 fReeiex ¥ 7.5 fierar 1 gErT (& 31|

They struck at depths of 22 kilometres and 10 kilometres, respectively.

Y QAT oY AT 22 fFatefier 3R 10 fraete i e w 3T

Scores of rescuers from the U.S. and several European countries and UN specialists were
on their way to help search for survivors, Ms. Rodriguez said.

AT ATt o e o AT, g JUIT At 3R Ty Ieg & faretwal & qemasat Sfaa o=
AT T T 7 TEIRIAT & ol IF H 2

Nations including China, India, Brazil, and war-battered Iran offered help.

e, R, FTeiter 3R Jerrared 0T Tfe g ST o FEIAT T Jereher |

However, threatening to complicate the relief effort, the international airport near Caracas
was closed due to “serious damage,” she said.

gTeliter, IEd AT I SAfeel ToTat aTel AT 7 AR & fAeve I FARTET gar$ 3133 Fr
‘TR 1fA” & FROT §g T T 72, I Tl
Social media videos showed the terminal’s ceiling collapsing over travellers.

wrerer FHifEa HfFAT F <fHAcer B o AT H FR A 53 s 72|

Officials were trying to make the most of the daylight hours to rescue people believed to be
trapped under the rubble, the Interim President said.

ﬁaﬁwu@ﬁw%aﬁmﬁﬁw%mﬁwwmm?mﬁﬁmﬁm%
STt T ST T I HT IR

‘Big logistical role’

“Deeply saddened by the devastation caused by the severe earthquakes in Venezuela,”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in a statement.

Wﬁmﬁw%ﬁﬁ@m@ﬁﬁmg@émmmﬁwmﬁ
e

“We pray for the speedy recovery of those injured and stand in solidarity with all those
affected... India stands ready to extend all possible assistance,” he said.

3giel hel, “GH UIell o e TaeY glet oht TTaAT hdcl & 3R Tl gemmfarey oett & Ay Tehopedr
J TS §... IR g HT g1 & & [T AR &1”

The U.S. “stands ready, willing, and able to help,” President Donald Trump said in a social
media post.
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AR “TGRICT [T U e IR, gToeh 3R TeTH &, Tsgufer Sres € = Arerer #far
qrEe H Fa|

e “‘We have a whole-of-government response.
“GART 3N A I TFR Fr gafeaa gfafmam grei”

o It will be big, it will be fast, and it will be effective,” U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told
reporters during a visit to Bahrain, saying his country’s military would play a “big logistical
role”.

“Ig STTeh @19, ot g1etT 3R wrerrdy g1eft,” 3raAfahT fader w3t arent st & qedier amam & gt
TFRRT & Fgl AR TAAT o 37k 2T T QT “a Y diiforieeas aifar femmuet)

¢ Washington is closely involved in oil-rich Venezuela after U.S. forces captured President
Nicolas Maduro in January.

Stetardy 7 AR Tl carT Tegafer famters AT T T & e ATRITEH H dol-HIeH
AT H I 319 ¢

e The strongest earthquake to hit Venezuela in 126 years will require “massive collective
efforts”, the United Nations’ aid chief Tom Fletcher said in a statement.

126 Nt & IAFTAT 7 T Fo ATFARATCN 3T & fo¥ue o v ‘s qrifes w2l 6
3TARY AT B, FYFel TSE & TG THT 1A Fela 1 Teh 117 3 e |

e He said the UN was “fully mobilised” to send aid.
3egiel gl foh WIF TS (UN) HETI T FioTet o ToIT “qft g Whiha” &1 b &

e Parts of the capital Caracas lost power and cellphone coverage while subway services
were suspended and natural gas shut off, the interim President said.

Fafer Tegufa & wer & Toremh R & $o fewa § el 3R e aea 9 g,
Stafes fe an Hafad w4 718 3R wpfaes 3 i smgfed I & a1 |

e Classes will also be canceled for several days, and the Ministry of Education said some
school buildings would be used as shelters and donation centers.

FHeTT #ff S forett e Teg &M, 3R fRvew Frera =1 et o o Tet s7aail T 39T P
Tl 3R g Shgl & &9 7 foram Siream|

e On Thursday, the UN human rights mission in Venezuela called on the government to lift
local restrictions on social media.

T&AR T AT H TIFT AT AAAITARR AT 7 THR T Arered AT R T gicraer
gCTel T 31131 TR

e “In the coming hours and days, timely access to reliable information and communication
channels will be essential for the protection of the lives, safety, and well-being of the
population,” the mission said in a statement.

AR & T ST H T, “377eT dTel gel R Gl A [aeaae iy SR 927 §9R ATegaAT da
HAY T G AN 5 Sfaret, &I 3R heroT B T8 & AT IHedd 3maeas gref)”

e The strongest tremors in earthquake-prone Venezuela’s recent history occurred in the
northeast in 1997, killing 73 people, and in Caracas in 1967, when 236 people died.

$[RY-TIUT ATl & gTToraT STgre H Tady AfFARMeN sTesh 1997 # 3TR-Yd &1 # 3T Y,
73t 73 St 1 3777 &5 o, 3R 1967 3 IS # T 37T # 236 W1 H1 ST 715 27|

e (With inputs from AP and Reuters)
(AP 3R Reuters & UTcd SATeThRT & A1)
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3 Sts close ranks on
Tungabhadra basin

Joining hands: Chief Ministers D

K. Shivakumar, N. Chandrababu

Naidu, and A. Revanth Reddy share a stage on Thursday. ANI

KM discuss key irrigation is-

KALABURAGI

Karnataka, Andhra Pra-
desh, and Telangana on
Thursday signalled a “his-
toric” broader political
and administrative consen-
sus on protecting the inter-
ests of farmers in the Tun-
gabhadra  basin  and
pursuing long-term solu-
tions to irrigation and wa-
ter-sharing issues.

Atan event organised by
the Karnataka government
and the Tungabhadra
Board in Koppal district to
mark the inauguration of
the newly installed 33 spill-
way gates of the reservoir
in Vijayanagara, Karnataka
Chief Minister D.K. Shiva-
kumar and his Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh coun-
terparts, A. Revanth Reddy
and N. Chandrababu Nai-
du, stressed the need for
cooperation in addressing
the concerns of lakhs of
farmers dependent on the
inter-State project.

The Chief Ministers said
the three States have ar-
rived at a historic consen-
sus to safeguard the inter-
ests of farmers in the
Tungabhadra basin.

Tungabhadra desilting

Ahead of the inauguration,
the three Chief Ministers
held a nearly hour-long
meeting with Union Jal
Shakti Minister C.R. Patil to

sues concerning the three
States.

Desilting of the Tungab-
hadra reservoir, where an
estimated 33 tmcft of silt
has accumulated over the
years significantly affecting
its storage capacity, was
discussed.

Mr. Patil said the Union
government will first
dredge the Tungabhadra
dam as part of its larger
plan to desilt major
reservoirs.

He said the Chief Minis-
ters had expressed their
commitment to extend full
cooperation in the
exercise.

Pointing out that silt ac-
cumulation had reduced
the storage capacity of ma-
ny dams, including the
Tungabhadra, Mr. Patil
said that, as per the pro-
posed programme, the
Centre will provide the
technical support, and the
dredging would be com-
pleted at the earliest possi-
ble time with the involve-
ment of the three States.

Calling the replacement
of all the 33 spillway gates
of the Tungabhadra dam
“historic”, Mr. Shivakumar
said it was done in the larg-
er interest of farmers and
the long-term safety of the
reservoir.

CENTRE PROPOSES PANEL
» PAGE 3

3 States close ranks on Tungabhadra basin

qerereT Al W 3 TS A UeheledT Rarg

e Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana on
Thursday signalled a “historic” broader political and
administrative consensus on protecting the interests of
farmers in the Tungabhadra basin and pursuing long-term
solutions to irrigation and water-sharing issues.

FaATeH, Y Fer AR AT 7 AR T Fererar af T &
foramat & fRcl T &t aeet T Riens 3 sra-dear § 513
Heg! & QEFITAF FHATUTT TR & foIv sadeh Teteitias 3R
gemrafa® ggAfa F g samn)

e At an event organised by the Karnataka government
and the Tungabhadra Board in Koppal district to mark the
inauguration of the newly installed 33 spillway gates of the
reservoir in Vijayanagara, Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar and his Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
counterparts, A. Revanth Reddy and N. Chandrababu
Naidu, stressed the need for cooperation in addressing the
concerns of lakhs of farmers dependent on the inter-State
project.

Felled AIHR 3R JIrsver S eaRT wrode e & fRAsraer
feurd samr & AafafAd 33 o et & 3c@red & 3qar |
IR SRIhH & Felleh & HEIHA 3%, [ATFAR 741 3%
ACMIEAT 3T 3TEr W& o FHePET T. 3T 333 3R T, Fgara
A o AT aRESar 0¥ e e Rt i fRiani &
AT & TOT FEANT hr 19T ehdl W AR f&T|

e The Chief Ministers said the three States have
arrived at a historic consensus to safeguard the interests of
farmers in the Tungabhadra basin.

st ¥ T o et T arsrar AT 3 Rt 35 fat
1 7 3 fare YR wEafy .

Tungabhadra desilting
ITHET FT TG T FT FIA

e Ahead of the inauguration, the three Chief Ministers
held a nearly hour-long meeting with Union Jal Shakti
Minister C.R. Patil to discuss key irrigation issues
concerning the three States.

3eHTes ¥ g il AEaAtat o Fh ster afea w Ham
QIS & WY SITSIT Teh B ek S5 o clleil Ul & o3 THD
R FygaEt o == |

e Desilting of the Tungabhadra reservoir, where an
estimated 33 tmcft of silt has accumulated over the years

significantly affecting its storage capacity, was discussed.
ISR ST Y M7 ATl (AT oX 7 g8, STt ant 7 T 33 Sewdrend e
STAT g1 915 &, ToTad S $SRUT &THAT W 3131R IH1T 9T &1

e Mr. Patil said the Union government will first dredge the Tungabhadra dam as part of its
larger plan to desilt major reservoirs.
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st aifee 3 e foh Fg THR THW Tt $ a17e; fAHre i 3791 sa19eh Fefelr & ded qed
g qeTeTaT A v 3T |
e He said the Chief Ministers had expressed their commitment to extend full cooperation in
the exercise.
3giel el foh HEIATAAT =1 58 R H G FFANT S T 31T TS e T g
e Pointing out that silt accumulation had reduced the storage capacity of many dams,
including the Tungabhadra, Mr. Patil said that, as per the proposed programme, the Centre

will provide the technical support, and the dredging would be completed at the earliest
possible time with the involvement of the three States.

g I §U 36 TG & STHIT A oTSaT el s ATeit 1 $iEROT 4737 ot &1 715 8, o e o

gl foh TETTAT I & THR g dehelleh] HERIAT Tl hYan 3R it Tt hr emaferd &
33T o1 T ST A STe 9T o SiTwaT|

e Calling the replacement of all the 33 spillway gates of the Tungabhadra dam “historic”,
Mr. Shivakumar said it was done in the larger interest of farmers and the long-term safety
of the reservoir.

qarsteT arer o gefr 33 fPqera Aet & wfcreumme #r A" aaﬁgvaﬁfﬂwﬁm%
Ig A ATl o caeh foc 3R STameRy s Sreiae e T egre 7 [ fohar = g
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CBSE directive on vocational education sparks backlash

STTATAS R8T 9T CBSE & fAder ¥ faer & agw

26J6
FoR fAaH

Onerous rules

CBSE directive on vocational
education sparks backlash

BENGALURU

After the Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) made Kaushal Vi-
kas (Vocational Education)
mandatory for Class 9 stu-
dents after the 2026-27 aca-
demic year began, many
schools in Bengaluru have
expressed concern.

The CBSE has intro-
duced Kaushal Vikas as a
mandatory subject for
Class 9 students, rather
than keeping it optional.
The same will continue
when these Class 9 stu-
dents move to Class 10 for
the academic year 2027-28,
and the marks will be in-
cluded in the board exams.

The principal of a CBSE
school in Sarjapura Road,
said, “In our school, we

The CBSE has introduced
Kaushal Vikas as a mandatory
subject for Class 9.

plan the finance and bud-
get in October and Novem-
ber for the next academic
year. We hire teachers for
the vacant posts after ma-
ny rounds of interviews
and a lot of scrutiny. An
academic calendar and les-
son plans are assigned to
respective subject teachers

even before the school be-
gins. We received the circu-
lar a few days ago and we
are still figuring out who
has to be recruited to teach
the Kaushal Vikas subject.
We must also include it in
our weekly timetable and
adjust it as per the total
number of hours of
teaching.”

Another principal of a
school in Yelahanka said,
“Students will be in trouble
because they choose what
career they would like to
pursue and start preparing
for various exams such as
NEET, JEE, CET and others
at this stage. Adding one
more mandatory subject is
a burden. We already run
14 various clubs that teach
students innovation, pu-
blic speaking, art and
theatre and others.”

26J6. CBSE directive on
vocational education
sparks backlash

SqTaTAS fA&T 9T CBSE &
fader ¥ A Hi d8T

e CBSE directive on
vocational education sparks
backlash

o TYIEHIASF fARIT 9T CBSE

& forder 3 faer fr argw

e After the Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
made Kaushal Vikas
(Vocational Education)
mandatory for Class 9 students
after the 2026-27 academic year
began, many schools in
Bengaluru have expressed
concern.

FT AregfAw faw 1S (CBSE)
aRT 2026-27 YT T & A
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& d1G FE&T 9 & AT & v wherer R (saramfes Rram) #1 31faard fhe o= & 9
ST o o eTerdl o FeidT ek &1 &

The CBSE has introduced Kaushal Vikas as a mandatory subject for Class 9 students,
rather than keeping it optional.

CBSE = @& 9 & faeanfdar & fow wlere e o dfes t@a & soma sfaert v & &9
# o] AT |

The same will continue when these Class 9 students move to Class 10 for the academic
year 2027-28, and the marks will be included in the board exams.

ST9 A aT 9 o facamef 2027-28 AerfOrer a¥ 3 Faw 10 3 VA, T« ft Tg cTTEUT IR W
3R =T 3 a1 daT 7 QA e S|

The principal of a CBSE school in Sarjapura Road, said, “In our school, we plan the
finance and budget in October and November for the next academic year.

TG U3 T80l Teh CBSE faearery & wererardt = e, ‘gAR faearerd & 3mrer daifoen a
& foIT JreFea? 3N Aaaw & R 3R Fore 1 Aot 5018 e B

We hire teachers for the vacant posts after many rounds of interviews and a lot of scrutiny.
g Rercl gel o foIv &g =TRUT o HIaTieeh 3IR 18T ST o sie; RaTeht bt gt et &

An academic calendar and lesson plans are assigned to respective subject teachers even
before the school begins.

TaeaTer & 81 & ygel &1 Aaifores Falst iR ure A daferd frwr frart o1 diq & sier
gl

We received the circular a few days ago and we are still figuring out who has to be recruited
to teach the Kaushal Vikas subject.

5 50 e gger & aRaw fem § 31 g7 3t o g o e @ € 15 e Farerr vy o &
fore fareehy forgferar 1 ST |

We must also include it in our weekly timetable and adjust it as per the total number of
teaching hours.”

B W 30 ATCAfed THT-WROMN 7 8 QMiAeT =l gam 3R fRraror et v fror FEaT o 31TaR
ARSI AT gETT I

Another principal of a school in Yelahanka said, “Students will be in trouble because they
choose what career they would like to pursue and start preparing for various exams such as
NEET, JEE, CET and others at this stage.

AAEHT & U 3o (Ao o TR o gl ‘At & Hisarg gei #ife s TRor
d 319 FRAT 7 T Fd & IR NEET, JEE, CET T 37 Tttt &l Y & it &
Adding one more mandatory subject is a burden.

T 3R AfAart v Sear e srfafied dier gl

We already run 14 various clubs that teach students innovation, public speaking, art and
theatre and others.

EH Uge § & 14 Raffew Faa Gaifold d §, S [Aeft &I AamR, adsrfas ST, wer
3R WA At F3 3= afa AT 1 gfvefor &d §1
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igemus rules
The newly amended FCRA Rules point

to a renewed attempt to stifle NGOs
C ivil society organisations play a vital role

in areas such as health, education, disas-

ter relief, and civil liberties and rights,
stepping in where the state falls short. Yet, the In-
dian state has treated NGOs with suspicion, using
the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA), 2010, to impose stringent restrictions on
their functioning. Earlier this week, the FCRA
Amendment Rules, 2026 were notified, which re-
quire all NGOs registered under the FCRA, 2010,
to confine their work to activities specified for
their category and to the States and Union Terri-
tories named in their registration. They must also
disclose their social media handles, websites and
publications and are barred from carrying “polit-
ical content”. The new rules impose stringent pe-
nalties for using funds for unapproved purposes
and require NGOs to pay separate fees for each
category of work and to each State or Union Ter-
ritory in which they operate, replacing the earlier
system of a single registration fee. These increase
compliance costs and paperwork. While the go-
vernment argues that such measures promote
transparency, even-handedness and national se-
curity, the rules are clearly meant to stifle the
work of NGOs. The operation of the FCRA regime
has been far from transparent. As CPI(M) MP
John Brittas recently complained, parliamentary
questions on FCRA cancellations and non-rene-
wals have been disallowed as “secret”, even
though more than 20,000 registrations have re-
portedly been revoked over the past decade on
opaque grounds. Far from improving transparen-
cy, the new rules burden NGOs with greater bar-
riers and commitments, raising concerns that the
Centre intends to create a chilling effect.

In Noel Harper (2022), the Supreme Court
upheld the stringent 2020 FCRA amendments,
accepting the state’s invocation of sovereignty
and national security. Yet, in in 2020, the Court
had read down rules that would have classified
the rights activism of civil society bodies, includ-
ing protests and demonstrations as work “of a
political nature”, drawing a distinction between
party politics and the everyday work of social
and economic betterment. The new Rules seek to
treat advocacy and “political content” as grounds
for disqualification. In March 2026, the Centre
had proposed amendments allowing a govern-
ment-appointed authority to take over the assets
of NGOs whose registrations were cancelled, sur-
rendered, or not renewed. Following strong prot-
ests, particularly from minority institutions, it
put the proposal on hold. Now, the newly noti-

~ fied rules seem another way of throttling NGOs
that utilise foreign funding for civil society work.
The Centre should withdraw the punitive provi-
sions, particularly those on multiple fees and pol-
itical content, and adopt fairer rules.

26J6. Onerous rules

FoR aH

e The newly amended FCRA Rules point to a renewed
attempt to stifle NGOs.

T WMAT FCRA fATa IR-TRRY WarsaAT (NGOs) &Y ga1a & AT
AT Y AT Fhd I §
o Civil society organisations play a vital role in areas such

as health, education, disaster relief, and civil liberties and
rights, stepping in where the state falls short.

AR AT IS T, fASTT, 39T Ted AT ARTRS
FF A ¢ STl U T SFIEYT HF I8 AT &

e Yet, the Indian state has treated NGOs with suspicion,
using the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 2010,
to impose stringent restrictions on their functioning.

TR 8T SRl T ¥ NGOs 1 Heg 1 gfSe & awr ¢ 3R 37 st
I F3 I ofelel o forv fAgeht sreremer (Rfease) sfafaws
(FCRA), 2010 &7 393197 fhar g

e Earlier this week, the FCRA Amendment Rules, 2026
were notified, which require all NGOs registered under the FCRA,
2010, to confine their work to activities specified for their category
and to the States and Union Territories named in their
registration.

S HCATE T Ye3TTeT H FCRA HaitereT farar, 2026 3ifergfard fve
T, feTeh HTHR FCRA, 2010 & dgel Foiishcd e NGOs 1 shael
39T Aol F faw AUTRa afafafaat aur 3ms geiewor 7 3feaf@a
T4t 3R Fg AT weut a & 39T FF DT 3= g

e They must also disclose their social media handles,
websites and publications and are barred from carrying “political
content”.

3¢ 3191 Wierer #I3AT T, AqWIST 3R YFTRIAT 7 # GoAHT AT
BI9TT AT " T I I Th1TAT et TR Ak |

e The new rules impose stringent penalties for using funds
for unapproved purposes and require NGOs to pay separate fees
for each category of work and to each State or Union Territory in
which they operate, replacing the earlier system of a single
registration fee.

AT e et 37T arer 3egedt & foT oot T 3RIeT et W 3
&3 T YT ¥d & dUT NGOs Fl Teds FI-A0f 3R v+ o7
7 e AT TR o FoIT 37eTaT-37019T Lok ST glaT, Torady uger v

Tehol GoflehiUT eh SATEYT HATC g1 ST |
e These increase compliance costs and paperwork.

SEY TATeT ART 3T BRI HRIGTE! 56 Siel g

¢ While the government argues that such measures promote transparency, even-
handedness and national security, the rules are clearly meant to stifle the work of NGOs.

TR THER T 7% § 6 0 39T IR RIaT, foreqatar 3% Ui FRam ¥ aerar & €, afrT 3
s Tase §7 & NGOs & H1at Fl ST it & 3662T § T1T 7T &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Pagez 2

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The operation of the FCRA regime has been far from transparent.
FCRA SIgET T TaTelsT IRELIT 18T T &1

As CPI(M) MP John Brittas recently complained, parliamentary questions on FCRA
cancellations and non-renewals have been disallowed as “secret”, even though more than
20,000 registrations have reportedly been revoked over the past decade on opaque
grounds.

Srar 3 CPI(M) |iE SiieT e = &TcT €7 3 fIRId 6T, FCRA UsilehiuT T6g glet 31X
ANAROT o Blet T TS HHEIT F2=AT b "IN AT IR Y T 12T, STaifeh el
&2 7 AT T H 20,000 ¥ AT THHIOT 3T ITURT TN I6G T ST T 8

Far from improving transparency, the new rules burden NGOs with greater barriers and
commitments, raising concerns that the Centre intends to create a chilling effect.

IREFIT FoTe) & Tl AT A NGOs 9T 318 S1emt 31 g1 9 8, 99 Ig 3meier

Y1 gt © o g &1 36T #9 FT AR (chilling effect) ST &
In Noel Harper (2022), the Supreme Court upheld the stringent 2020 FCRA amendments,
accepting the state’s invocation of sovereignty and national security.

Noel Harper (2022) ATl # Hafea #=aR—TerT & 2020 & FCRA HMEET sl SR @i 3R
YT TUT ASET FIATT & T o cleh I TIRR TR

Yet, in 2020, the Court had read down rules that would have classified the rights activism of
civil society bodies, including protests and demonstrations, as work “of a political nature”,
drawing a distinction between party politics and the everyday work of social and economic
betterment.

BT 3 2020 F IR & 3 fATAT Hr AT carEay S A St ATRE AT FASaAT &
TFR Fatt e, o e ggele 3R exa enfdet €, 1 "Tateliicie S &1 1 A
& TUT G TSttty 3R wrenforT va anfie guR & & @t & e siax Tose fomar a)

The new Rules seek to treat advocacy and “political content” as grounds for
disqualification.

¢ A9 g1l (advocacy) 3R TS Ifa® FHIN" FI 3AIAT T TR TeATed BT TITH P
gl

In March 2026, the Centre had proposed amendments allowing a government-appointed
authority to take over the assets of NGOs whose registrations were cancelled, surrendered,
or not renewed.

A 2026 F Fg A TH FRiNereT AT T 4, foietsh dga SR ganT fargeara wiftraor 3+
NGOs &1 HafrdT T HTUTEOT T Hhel AT FSFoTohl Tl Ieg, HATI AT AdIAThd el g31
1|

Following strong protests, particularly from minority institutions, it put the proposal on hold.
I FT T HeqHETH FEYTAT & I ORI & §1¢ 39 TEd1d I helgrel TARNT 1 feam aram)

Now, the newly natified rules seem another way of throttling NGOs that utilise foreign
funding for civil society work.

319 ¢ TR fge el eer 13U #te arel ARTRE FATST & NGOs &I g fd et
T Uah 3R e Tl 8l 2

The Centre should withdraw the punitive provisions, particularly those on multiple fees and
political content, and adopt fairer rules.

& P GaTeHe ST, [IAvaR 39w e 3R Ueeifas et & Gt saut o araw
T AF FaraeTd fAg# 3r9e1er anfu|
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Should Indian Seafarers Stop Serving on Sanctioned Ships?

FIT SIRAT A1fd! Y gfaaf&a (Sanctioned) TETHAT U FHTH FIAT 96 FT AT ATRT?
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Biswanath
Gupta
Associate
Professor,
Jindal Global
Law School

Should Indian seafarers stop serving on sanctioned ships?

PARLEY

hile merchant ships across the
world have been manned by
Indian seafarers, officers,
engineers and crew for years,

recent conflicts have suddenly brought Indian
seafarers into focus. A recent flashpoint was
when the U.S. attacked three ships allegedly
carrying Iranian cargo, on the grounds that they
were sanctioned vessels. Three Indian seafarers
were killed in those attacks. More recently, when
the British detained a Russian-linked vessel that
was supposedly under Western sanctions in the
English Channel, the Indian captain was
arrested. This raises an important question:
should Indian seafarers continue serving on
these so-called sanctioned ships? Ajith
Sukumaran and Biswanath Gupta discuss this
question in a conversation moderated by M.
Kalyanaraman. Edited excerpts:

Could you give us some some background on
Indian seafarers in general?

Ajith Sukumaran: Only recently has society
started realising the importance of shipping, but
unfortunately from a negative point of view.
Whether it was the Titanic, the Exxon Valdez
incident, or more recent maritime accidents,
shipping has often been in the news for the
wrong reasons. But the fact is that shipping
carries around 90% of global trade by volume. It
is the lifeline of modern society.

The Ever Given incident in 2021 showed this
clearly. A 20,000-TEU container ship blocked
the Suez Canal for six days, affecting around
20% of seaborne trade. Hundreds of ships were
delayed, and loss to world trade was enormous.

The Strait of Hormuz is equally important. It
carries around 11-12% of global seaborne trade,
but it is strategically significant because of
energy transportation. Nearly 25% of fossil fuels
and around 20% of LNG move through this
route. For India, this is critical because more
than 85% of our energy requirements are
imported, and almost all of it comes via ships.

But we often talk only about ships and cargo.
Ships do not move on their own. They are
operated by people. Seafarers take these vessels
through difficult and risky situations, and
society needs to recognise their contribution.
These are high-value and high-risk assets, and
they need competent professionals.

Modern cargoes also involve huge risks. LNG
carriers, for example, carry enormous energy
potential, yet they may be operated by only
around 20-21 seafarers. Indian seafarers have
been among the most respected in international
shipping. They have built a reputation for their
discipline and technical competence. Globally,

Vessels at the Strait of Hormuz as seen from Oman on June 18. REUTERS

there are around 1.8 million seafarers. India has
‘more than five lakh registered seafarers, of
‘whom around 3.2 lakh are active. This means
one in five seafarers in global shipping is Indian.
The foreign exchange contribution from Indian
seafarers is estimated at between $6 billion and
$9 billion annually. Their importance to India is
‘much greater than many people realise.

‘What is India’s position on the sanctions
imposed by countries such as the U.S., the
'U.K. and the European Union?

AS: There is a legal and a practical aspect. There
are two broad categories of sanctions. One is UN
sanctions, which are binding. The other is
unilateral sanctions imposed by individual
countries or groups such as the US., the UK.,
the EU or the G-7. The challenge is that each
country has its own list. It is not always easy to
draw a line between sanctioned and
non-sanctioned vessels. From the government’s
perspective, the issue is also practical. India has
to protect its trade and its seafarers while
dealing with international realities.

Should the government track these vessels
and advise Indian seafarers not to join them?

AS: Whether India should impose a blanket ban
is a political decision. Such a move would have
consequences because India imports energy
from different countries and employment is also
important. The Directorate General of Shipping
has issued guidelines that seafarers should be
aware of the type of vessel they are joining and
the risks involved. But every sanctioned vessel is
not necessarily unsafe. If it is not operating in
regions enforcing those sanctions, the situation
changes. Therefore, it is not easy to identify
every vessel and prohibit Indians from joining it.

‘What is the legal position on these sanctions

o®

The Directorate General of Shipping has
issued guidelines that seafarers should be
aware of the type of vessel they are joining
and the risks involved. But every sanctioned
vessel is not necessarily unsafe

AJITH SUKUMARAN

and on the arrest of the captain in the U.K.?

Biswanath Gupta: There are two kinds of
sanctions. UN Security Council sanctions passed
under Chapter VII of the UN Charter are binding
under international law. Unilateral sanctions are
‘more contested. They are technically limited to
the jurisdiction of the country imposing them,
but powerful states often try to enforce them
beyond their territory. In international law, this
is highly contested — whether those sanctions
are binding or non-binding. If a strong country is
applying sanctions, they are binding by nature.

Regarding the Indian captain, international
law raises the question of jurisdiction. India can
question whether the British court has
jurisdiction, especially if the incident occurred
on the high seas. Another option is diplomatic
protection. If an Indian citizen is affected by a
violation of international law abroad, India can
intervene. Regarding missile attacks on ships,
the issue comes under the law of armed conflict
in the United Nations Charter. Questions arise
about necessity, proportionality and whether
proper warnings were given. If sufficient
‘warning was not given, India can take the issue
to the international court.

International maritime law has always been
important because many principles of
international law developed through the law of
the sea. Existing maritime frameworks can be
useful in protecting seafarers.

Has India signed such maritime agreements?

BG: Yes, India is part of important international
‘maritime frameworks. Since India has a large
number of seafarers working globally, these
agreements are significant. Some reports suggest
that seafarers killed in conflict zones were
pressured to enter dangerous areas with threats
relating to wages, employment. These issues can
be examined through international mechanisms.

‘What is the difference between dark fleet
vessels and sanctioned vessels?

AS: Dark fleet vessels are identified through
certain criteria. These may include fraudulent
registration, false insurance documents, illegal

26J6. Should Indian Seafarers Stop Serving on Sanctioned Ships?
FAT HRAT A1) ' I3« (Sanctioned) STETST T FTH FIAT d¢ HT &7 ATRT?

ship-to-ship transfers, or switching off
identification systems. The case of the Indian
captain arrested in the English Channel was
different. The issue was related to the vessel's
registry and whether it was considered stateless.
The ship apparently had Cameroon registration
but midway through the voyage, before entering
the English Channel, the ship seems to have lost
the registration. We don’t know how that
happened. A ship must have a proper flag state.
So the legal cover was that the ship was
stateless. But whether the master should be held
responsible is a separate question, because a
captain may not always know about
administrative issues.

Given this situation, what should India do?

BG: India should focus on diplomatic
engagement. [nternational platforms such as
UNCLOS [United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea] provide a space where countries can
negotiate and raise concerns. The International
Labour Organization is also important because
seafarer welfare and rights are discussed there.

But should the government tell Indian
seafarers not to join these ships?

BG: That cannot be the approach for a country
like India. Much of our trade happens through
the sea, and shipping is also an important
source of employment. These global platforms
remain important for protecting our interests.

AS: Yes, it can be done. Recruitment in India
happens through agencies licensed by the
Directorate General of Shipping, and any
directions issued by the DG Shipping are binding
on them. The government could maintain a
dynamic list of sanctioned or high-risk vessels
and require recruitment agencies to exercise
caution while placing seafarers on them.

In many cases, vulnerable seafarers — those
struggling to find employment or facing
certification and documentation issues — are
being targeted by agents and drawn into risky
jobs. These seafarers often become innocent
scapegoats in larger geopolitical conflicts.

The government has already taken an
important first step by requiring seafarers to be
informed. But awareness alone is not enough.
The vulnerability remains, and in such
circumstances, I believe the government has a
responsibility to step in.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com

¢ While merchant ships across the world have been manned by Indian seafarers, officers,
engineers, and crew for years, recent conflicts have suddenly brought Indian seafarers into

focus.

g 8 & SATIRY STETal (Merchant Ships) 9 asf & #Rer a1fas (Indian Seafarers),
3TTIPRY, SNTAAR 3R ATelh Gof FRINA 3L &, AToheT &Tel b TENT of IATeTeh HRAT ATTART BT

AT he; A o ST &

o Arecent flashpoint was when the U.S. attacked three ships allegedly carrying Iranian cargo,

on the grounds that they were sanctioned vessels.
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BTl €1 3 Ueh Y97 T I g5 19 ARSI (U.S.) A HTAT §I & §0=A1 AT (Iranian Cargo) o
mﬁmﬁmwa@aﬁﬁgm%mﬁ?aqﬁﬁﬁam (Sanctioned Vessels) &1

Three Indian seafarers were killed in those attacks.

3T gl # cfiet R st 1 7cg &) 1S |

More recently, when the British detained a Russian-linked vessel that was supposedly
under Western sanctions in the English Channel, the Indian captain was arrested.

gTeT &1 A, Sl foreet o §Perer Aerer F w0 @ 3 TF ST 1, S AT &9 § qiRarsd whcrae’
(Western Sanctions) & 31efisT 2T, fgtraa & foram, at 39 AR Feae & FIRFaR w1 forar
AT

This raises an important question: should Indian seafarers continue serving on these so-
called sanctioned ships?

S Teh FAgcaqul 52T 35T §: AT HRAT ATFah! &l W TUTH AT wfaafe srgralt o SRt
AT ST TGAT ATRT?

Ajith Sukumaran and Biswanath Gupta discuss this question in a conversation moderated
by M. Kalyanaraman. Edited excerpts:

ot GHAR AR TARTARS [T o TH. FeARAA SaRT HTieid Teh el 7 38 99 W faar
foram| |arfea arer:

Could you give us some some background on Indian seafarers in general?

FAT T FART T § ARAT AMAHT & IR H F [SSHH a7t 82

Ajith Sukumaran: Only recently has society started realising the importance of shipping, but
unfortunately from a negative point of view.

IS FFHAR: TATST o1 g1ef & 7 AR (Shipping) & Heed T FASTAT Y& AT E, oAfehat
TG Ueh AHRIcHS gIocehlvT |

Whether it was the Titanic, the Exxon Valdez incident, or more recent maritime accidents,
shipping has often been in the news for the wrong reasons.

g I8 TFTarh, TFHleT aTessr GHTsT 81 AT glel hT HHAY geeary, R 3R ITora wRoM &
FATIRT 7 T &
But the fact is that shipping carries around 90% of global trade by volume.

SIfoheT ATEITdehar Ig ¢ foh fea SUTIR T S9T3TeT 90% (AT F IR IX) FRATeT & AT & grar
gl

It is the lifeline of modern society.

g Y fateh TATST T Sfiaeriar (Lifeline) &1

The Ever Given incident in 2021 showed this clearly.

2021 $r TaT AT (Ever Given) T 38 TS & F fe@mm|

A 20,000-TEU container ship blocked the Suez Canal for six days, affecting around 20% of
seaborne trade.

Teh 20,000-TEU FEAT T o I 7187 (Suez Canal) &l B8 el deh 3ravey &< f&ar, forad
HHL SATIR T AT 20% FHTI E3TI

Hundreds of ships were delayed, and loss to world trade was enormous.

Hepel STeral A &8 g% 31 faea samam 1 o1y et g3l

The Strait of Hormuz is equally important.

IS STTSA®ALY (Strait of Hormuz) 8 T ®7 § Hgeaqul g1

It carries around 11-12% of global seaborne trade, but it is strategically significant because
of energy transportation.

sﬂﬂsmmﬁﬁﬁamagaarmmm 11-12% I[SRAT &, oifehet FaiT aRager & HRoT
P AHARS Agcd hel HTAh g
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Nearly 25% of fossil fuels and around 20% of LNG move through this route.

= AT I I 25% SHamRA $eeT (Fossil Fuels) 31R SIIT33T 20% Terwstsit (LNG) T IRAgT
gar gl

For India, this is critical because more than 85% of our energy requirements are imported,
and almost all of it comes via ships.

AR o [T Ig 37cdd Agea ol & Fifeh GARY FaAT HTaRIFATIHN FT 85% F If&F 3maner famar
ST & 3R SHPT ST T FREAT STETSAl o ATCIH | 3T B

But we often talk only about ships and cargo.

ifeheT g3 31FER Shadl STgTeil 3R ATl (Cargo) FT &l a1 Xl g |

Ships do not move on their own.

STeTsT T Taf Toid |

They are operated by people.

35¢ AT HeTford T ¢ |

Seafarers take these vessels through difficult and risky situations, and society needs to
recognise their contribution.

A% (Seafarers) 3o STgToll &l hiSeT 3N NFEACT TRFEfIT & ererd §, 3R waeT @t
3oTch A1TGTeT I TgdTedel hl HTALThT & |

These are high-value and high-risk assets, and they need competent professionals.

q 3% Hed (High-Value) 3R 3= S (High-Risk) arelr aR&AUfIl 8, foreteh arere & faw
eIl YA T el gl &

Modern cargoes also involve huge risks.

3y feh ATel ges ot Acaftish @ A S ereh &1

LNG carriers, for example, carry enormous energy potential, yet they may be operated by
only around 20-21 seafarers.

3CTE0T & folu, Tauarsi aigsh (LNG Carriers) 3cafieh FaiT 87T aTell ATl ok Told &,
§T 3TehT HalTeleT Shdel oIaT37aT 20-21 ATfaaI GarT fadT ST B

Indian seafarers have been among the most respected in international shipping.

HRAT A ATRISET RN 1 7 Ted 31fde gFafaa anfae & ) §

They have built a reputation for their discipline and technical competence.
3eglel 379e1 IRATH (Discipline) 3R da1eht G&TdT (Technical Competence) & HRUT 3chve
giasar ifsia fr |

Globally,

RTF TR T,

What is India’s position on the sanctions imposed by countries such as the U.S., the
U.K. and the European Union?

IraAfaT, freer 3tk g s SR Gt qanT aeme are yfaet ov sRe @ = g w32

AS: There is a legal and a practical aspect. There are two broad categories of sanctions.
One is UN sanctions, which are binding. The other is unilateral sanctions imposed by
individual countries or groups such as the U.S., the U.K., the EU or the G-7. The challenge is
that each country has its own list. It is not always easy to draw a line between sanctioned
and non-sanctioned vessels. From the government’s perspective, the issue is also practical.
India has to protect its trade and its seafarers while dealing with international realities.

UTH: SHT Teh Fleat 3R Ueh sqraeiiar Tet §| wiaasl i el carge Af0rar 8| gl WgaFd I
(UN) & 9faeer g, Sit STeehrY 81 ¢ | ST ThawT Siaeer §, S rerar-3reraT G2t a1 3R,
forder, AT W (EV) AT G-7 SI¥ oggl aRT ofeme Sird €1 Feilell I & T Tedieh &er &t 379
37eraT A BIel & | wiaafae 3R A-ufadafra srerei & dier TS e T §ARM A o780
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BT | TRPR o GTSChIVT A U Ueh SATARTIRe Hegl 8 &1 TR hl ARRTSET TRTETT r
WW@WWWWW(SemarerS)ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ%l

Should the government track these vessels and advise Indian seafarers not to join
them?

FIT IR P 51 TgTall I fAIRTA T@AY AT 3T HRART ATfAhT Y 37 W FRA F FI Y
AT ot ATRT?

e AS: Whether India should impose a blanket ban is a political decision. Such a move would
have consequences because India imports energy from different countries and employment
is also important.

e The Directorate General of Shipping has issued guidelines that seafarers should be aware
of the type of vessel they are joining and the risks involved. But every sanctioned vessel is
not necessarily unsafe.

o Ifitis not operating in regions enforcing those sanctions, the situation changes.

e Therefore, it is not easy to identify every vessel and prohibit Indians from joining it.

TUH: HRA 1 g0t gfaaer (Blanket Ban) SRTIAT A1fGT AT 7761, g Teh JsTeilicie =017 g1 T
FEH IRUTH 3cee 3T FiTeh HR Ao G2l ¥ FaAT 31T e § 3R AR 3 Ageaqot
g | silagst AT (Directorate General of Shipping) o feem-fader sy forw & fop snfaept
Y Y SATARRT glelt TRV foh I Fohd TR & STETel TR 1T I & 3R 38H 3 STH 41 | elfehet
X WTAETOd STersT 3aedeh &9 W IRRIATT +TEl g1aT| I a8 3o7 &1 & Fenferd =Tet &1 TeT & T8l
3o fcaeil ot @9 foram ST &, o Feufer 3rerer g STl 81 safow yedes Stetet ht ugiet el

3R ARATT T 37 W FRT F T kel AT AT B

What is the legal position on these sanctions and on the arrest of the captain in the
U.K.?

o7 afaarel quT f3reer 7 Fear Fr FRwar) W) #repE Rufa #arg?

e Biswanath Gupta: There are two kinds of sanctions. UN Security Council sanctions
passed under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter are binding under international law. Unilateral
sanctions are more contested. They are technically limited to the jurisdiction of the country
imposing them, but powerful states often try to enforce them beyond their territory. In
international law, this is highly contested — whether those sanctions are binding or non-
binding. If a strong country is applying sanctions, they are binding by nature.

frraery e gfaael & e YR 81 €1 TgeFd Tvg JaT IR¥E EaRT §FFd TSE AT &
IEATT V| o 3T ST AT FTASE HRASERT hlofel & el STEAHRT Bl & | THAHT Ffcrarer
31T Taarfed 1 €1 dehellehl § T  shadl 34T 2 o TSR 817 dh WITHT 8id ¢ roldel 3¢
ST B, SHfehet QTP S AT 37 3791 &7 A 16 &1 o9 el T T el ¢ |
IARSE Flefel 7 Ig Heates faanfea fawr § o & wfaey sreaedy § ar 181| afe 1
QATFARATE S FTATE oI19] AT &, ol SFAGR H d T Aol ST 8 |

e Regarding the Indian captain, international law raises the question of jurisdiction. India can
question whether the British court has jurisdiction, especially if the incident occurred on the
high seas. Another option is diplomatic protection. If an Indian citizen is affected by a
violation of international law abroad, India can intervene. Regarding missile attacks on ships,
the issue comes under the law of armed conflict in the United Nations Charter. Questions
arise about necessity, proportionality and whether proper warnings were given. If sufficient
warning was not given, India can take the issue to the international court.

HRAT FTATT & HIY F RIS Flelel # HTAFR &4 (Jurisdiction) FT T 3T §1 HRA
g 2= 36T el & o T TTeer ~amaimerdy &1 AR 817 Sa7cl 8, TV Ife gea 3o wa g
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(High Seas)ﬁ'g’ég’rl g faere Tt e WI&TOT (Diplomatic Protection) 1 Ife ferely
AT AT o AT TIEA F AT Flefe T Sooltied BIdT 5, Al AN FEAETT L Hhll |
mﬁwgﬁwwﬁ%wﬂﬁwﬁwﬂgﬁwwa:mmmwﬁw
(Law of Armed Conflict) & SRR # 37TdlT §| $HH HTaeIFaT (Necessity), HIaTiamar
(Proportionality) TUT 93TCd IdTa=T fET SITeT S 92T 354 & | e TaTed darael &1 & 915 &,
ar HRd 30 ATH Sl FAWRTSET AT H of ST FehdT o |

International maritime law has always been important because many principles of
international law developed through the law of the sea. Existing maritime frameworks can be
useful in protecting seafarers.

FHATTSERT TR FIeTeA GHAT Heea ol I8T & FiTeh IRAUSEY FleleT & IHeleh fHeerics g
F1eT (Law of the Sea) & ATETH ¥ FASRATEU & qIHIT THET el ATAHT (Seafarers) Hr
TR&T # 3UhRAT fAeer g dohal 2|

Has India signed such maritime agreements?

FAT R 7 XF FHY FASAlA 9T gFamen frod?

BG: Yes, India is part of important international maritime frameworks. Since India has a
large number of seafarers working globally, these agreements are significant. Some reports
suggest that seafarers killed in conflict zones were pressured to enter dangerous areas with
threats relating to wages and employment. These issues can be examined through
international mechanisms.

it 81, HRT HgcaqoT HasET Wael 2l (International Maritime Frameworks) T fg&ar
o1 <L HR & T8 FEAT 7 AT (Seafarers) [A2asR # HRRA §, safav I wosila sreda
Hgcaqul §1 o Rulet & 37aR, Fad &1 (Conflict Zones) # AR 1T ATideht oY adT 3R
SR F eIl ATl & ATETH § TeRkeATeh &731 3 STlel oh eaTd STell I1T AT| 3T Heal bl
T HATWSET 3T & ATeTH F T A7 Fohdl B

What is the difference between dark fleet vessels and sanctioned vessels?

316 Felle sTere 31X afaeafa g J F47 3axv &2

AS: Dark fleet vessels are identified through certain criteria. These may include fraudulent
registration, false insurance documents, illegal
ship-to-ship transfers, or switching off identification systems.

STETST-Q-STgTST TATATAROT (Ship-to-Ship Transfers), IT YgaTeT Yorrel (Identification
Systems) @I &G < gaT|

The case of the Indian captain arrested in the English Channel was different.
gfderer ¥l (English Channel) 3 TRFAR fhT 10 SRR FedTe (Indian Captain) 3T #ATHT
3ToldT AUT|

The issue was related to the vessel's registry and whether it was considered stateless.

g FeeT STgTST & YSiiehor (Registry) iR 0 T & TS AT 7o 741 38 Tl
(Stateless) ATAT 31T AT|

The ship apparently had Cameroon registration but midway through the voyage, before
entering the English Channel, the ship seems to have lost the registration.

VAT T BT & o STt T haiweT Go1RI0T (Cameroon Registration) 2T, SfarsT JmT & frer
#, gfeeer g1 (English Channel) 3 932l el I Ugel, STETST ST USiTehi 0T HTC &l 73|

We don’t know how that happened.
& 7T T foh T 3 ga|
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A ship must have a proper flag state.

TRt ot STETST T Ush 99 &asT U= (Flag State) 81T 3TTH ¢
So the legal cover was that the ship was stateless.

SHTAIT SIeelT 3R I AT & STgTeT TsATaghT (Stateless) Tl

But whether the master should be held responsible is a separate question, because a
captain may not always know about administrative issues.

WIfcheT ARFET (Master) I 3AIGRIT SEAT ST ATET AT 18T, TG Ueh 37cldT 92T &, FiTch odTel
(Captain) &Y gHRIT TR AT T SATABRY aT, TG AT I8! ¢ |

Given this situation, what should India do?

9 Ui & 7RT Y 41 FYaT TIRT?

BG: India should focus on diplomatic engagement.
fSiY: 3R Y TS WaTg (Diplomatic Engagement) IR &4TeT higd et A1fg T |

International platforms such as UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea) provide a space where countries can negotiate and raise concerns.

UNCLOS (Hg IS¢ FHGY Flelel HTHAAT) SO ARSI F ST 3l STt et 3R 379er
I 33T &7 3G UeTed il g |

The International Labour Organization is also important because seafarer welfare and
rights are discussed there.

HAWISET #H HSe (International Labour Organization - ILO) 8 #gcaquT § Fife agl
ATTAT & FAT0T (Seafarer Welfare) 3R 3 JfAFRY (Rights) 9 T T ST &

But should the government tell Indian seafarers not to join these ships?

ATFT FIAT TIFR ! AR ATfAFT A FgaAT TIRT fF § 57 g I HR T FI?

BG: That cannot be the approach for a country like India.
ASh: s 514 32r & v Ig 3R gfeeahion w7gT &1 weham|

Much of our trade happens through the sea, and shipping is also an important source of
employment.

GHART TRRILN SATIR (Trade) T & HEIH A gl &, 3R AR (Shipping) 8 Asrar
(Employment) 3T Teh Hged 0T & &1

These global platforms remain important for protecting our interests.
gAR fRecil 1 &t & forw 3 AfRaeh #a Fgcaqol o=t gu 8

AS: Yes, it can be done.

TTH: g, I8 forar ST At g

Recruitment in India happens through agencies licensed by the Directorate General of
Shipping, and any directions issued by the DG Shipping are binding on them.

HRA 7 T silagl AgIfagemed (Directorate General of Shipping) GaRT TS ITed
TSI & ATEIH F @il &, 3R s R (DG Shipping) gaRT ST 1S 8 fader 39 w
TETHRT BT &

The government could maintain a dynamic list of sanctioned or high-risk vessels and
require recruitment agencies to exercise caution while placing seafarers on them.

WHR Ffaafd (Sanctioned) I1 3T Nf@H atar FgT&T (High-Risk Vessels) Fr v arfagier
T ST TG Fehelt & 3R AT TiTT bt 3e7 o) ATt S g febed et TS AGETell scled T
fager ¢ gl &1

In many cases, vulnerable seafarers — those struggling to find employment or facing
certification and documentation issues — are being targeted by agents and drawn into
risky jobs.
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H5 ATHAT H HHAR sATfa® (Seafarers) — T WK (Employment) ITet & ToIT HEY X I8
gid & 1 TATOfFIoT (Certification) 3R gFam@siieor (Documentation) HHfT HAEATIT T
FIAAT FX ¢ 81 & — Toiel SarT e s+ St § 3R St dteRat 3 gehe faw ama 81
These seafarers often become innocent scapegoats in larger geopolitical conflicts.

A AT AT 93 STt WEst (Geopolitical Conflicts) # foichy afer w1 aavwr
(Scapegoats) I ST &1

The government has already taken an important first step by requiring seafarers to be
informed.

THR & AfdehT T STTHRY ST HTATT FoATeh Iget & Teh Hgea Ul Tgell Faa (First Step)
35T gl
But awareness alone is not enough.

AfheT haol TR AT (Awareness) TATCd 18T &

The vulnerability remains, and in such circumstances, | believe the government has a
responsibility to step in.

wsnﬁyaﬁaﬂa:ﬁgé%, 3R O oRTEATIAT & 2RT AT § T TR i ey
(Responsibility) § for ag gedaia &)

GS Paper I11: Economy 26 June 2026
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26J6 | India’s shipbuilding ambitions can set sail with Korea

FIRAT F T AT A STBTo AATT AGeATHI&TT 7S 33T 9 Thell &

26J6 | Amazon to invest additional $13 bn in Al, cloud: CEO

AT Al 3T For3s & 3fANTFT 13 3R steX F71 fAder FWM: CEO
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India’s shipbuilding ambitions can set sail with Korea

n April this year, South Korean President Lee
l]ae Myung met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in India, his first visit to India and the
first by a Korean leader in eight years. The
meeting was remarkable in many ways, as it
revived high-level political interaction at the
leaders’ level, resulting in the expansion of
partnership in strategic sectors. However, the
visit was special for another reason: it paved the
way for strong collaboration between India and
South Korea in the shipbuilding industry, a
strategic sector that India is seeking to revive.

Seoul plugs into India’s shipbuilding drive
M. Lee’s visit has given positive momentum to
the slowly progressing India-South Korea
shipbuilding partnership, as seen in the slew of
memoranda of understanding (MoU) and
agreements signed during his trip. While the big
three of the South Korean shipbuilding industry —
Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI), HD Korea
Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering, and
Hanwha Ocean — had already announced their
investment plans, partnerships, or interests in
India, Mr. Lee’s support reiterates the South
Korean government’s strategic commitment to
shipbuilding collaboration with India. Last year, a
subsidiary of Hyundai signed an MoU with Cochin
Shipyard Limited and has since announced plans
to invest $4 billion in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu,
to construct a green shipyard. Similarly, SHI has
signed a partnership with Swan Defence and
Heavy Industries to build ships in India. These
developments showcase India’s attractiveness as
a shipbuilding destination for global giants.

South Korea is also interested in developing a
complementary supply chain that includes
ancillary industries. For instance, the Korea
Marine Equipment Association (KOMEA), which
comprises 304 enterprises across ship design,
shipbuilding, marine equipment, and ship repair,
has opened an office in Mumbai. This is expected
to pave the way for the development of a robust
shipbuilding ecosystem in India. Such steps will
help foster a shipbuilding cluster encompassing
ancillary industries and other critical facilities

e \{_
( 1y

= - l
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Indo-Pacific, with
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Observer Research
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South Korean
partnerships
could help
accelerate
India's
ambitions to
become a
shipbuilding
powerhouse

required for scaling up the sector. Further, these
partnerships are expected to provide the Indian
shipbuilding industry with much-needed
support, including design and engineering
expertise as well as production know-how. This
will help India develop human capital and adopt
technology at scale, making its shipyards more
competitive internationally. In addition, the
various MoUs signed between India and South
Korea — at both the government-to-government
and business-to-business levels — on workforce
development, maritime education, research, and
innovation will further strengthen the
shipbuilding ecosystem. Together, these efforts
could help establish a holistic, cluster-led
development model inspired by the success of
the city of Ulsan in South Korea.

What has been accomplished in such a short
time is commendable, but the task is far from
complete. To emerge as a leading shipbuilding
nation, India will have to pursue multiple
objectives simultaneously. It must support the
industry through proactive policy and fiscal
measures while also responding effectively to
external crises that could disrupt supply chains
and affect demand. The sector will require
sustained hand-holding until it becomes
self-sufficient and capable of competing globally,
particularly with established giants such as China.

Fill the gaps

There must be a focus on human capital
development, policy and fiscal support, and
bringing in ancillary industries. dia’s Maritime
Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047
clearly state the objective of being among the top
10 shipbuilding nations by 2030 and in the top
five by 2047.

Complementing initiatives such as the
Maritime Development Fund, Shipbuilding
Development Scheme, and Shipbuilding
Financial Assistance Policy make it clearer that
India is serious about attracting foreign
investment in the shipping and shipbuilding
sector.

However, policy and operational gaps persist.

To rectify these gaps, India will have to focus on
implementing a series of reforms related to
regulatory consistency and legal predictability
and also providing access to low-cost and
long-term capital. Steps such as the creation of
the Sag; la Finance Corporation Limited
(SFCL), India’s first non-banking financial
company for the maritime sector, are a positive
and welcome development.

However, the greater challenge will be
establishing a comprehensive industrial
ecosystem for shipbuilding. To achieve this, India
will need to move quickly on workforce
development, supplier localisation, and the
creation of dedicated maritime institutions. In
addition, Indian academia and research
institutions will have to play a larger role in this
developmental partnership to support the
country’s shipbuilding ambitions.

India must continue to focus on three key
priorities: providing sustained policy and fiscal
support, developing the capacity to absorb
transferred technologies, and formulating a
sectoral strategy with clearly defined goals and
targets. The in-principle approval of the
greenfield project in Tamil Nadu is a welcome
development, signalling that approval and
implementation bottlenecks need not be
insurmountable. To capitalise on this
opportunity, however, State governments,
alongside the central government, must ensure
timely follow-through at every stage, facilitate the
entry of foreign investors, and provide
continuous support throughout the investment
process.

A proven pathway

While India’s shipbuilding ambitions are
ambitious, they are not impractical. South
Korea’s shipbuilding journey, from a minor player
to a global leader in just 15 years, beginning in the
1970s, demonstrates what is possible. India can
replicate that success by focusing on three
priorities: sustained policy and financial support,
competitive shipbuilding and industrial capacity,
and a skilled workforce.

26J6. India’s shipbuilding ambitions can set sail with Korea
FINGT & G HRA $) e AT AZATHIET 7§ 32T HT Thell &

e In April this year, South Korean President Lee Jae Myung met Prime Minister Narendra

Modi in India, his first visit to India and the first by a Korean leader in eight years.
58 ¥ ariter & gftvor HINEAT & Tegufa ot of T A SR F g Ag A F Helrwrd H,
S 3T AR T Tgely AT TAT Rt FIRATS AT 1 313 aut & ugelr IR Iram oAt

e The meeting was remarkable in many ways, as it revived high-level political interaction at the

leaders’ level, resulting in the expansion of partnership in strategic sectors.
Ig 95 S giccal A Hgeaqul T FiTeh $EH MY Acfed TR T ToTeiicleh Hale Jol: TREST
gwaﬂimmasﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁrwﬁwgml

¢ However, the visit was special for another reason: it paved the way for strong collaboration

between India and South Korea in the shipbuilding industry, a strategic sector that India is

seeking to revive.

greliTeh, I ITAT U 3R HROT I fIY WET Fifeh 387 5Ra AR gfayor wifkar & & sgrer

forsior eeT 7 Hord FeeT &7 AT SRRk o, o SR JeTiidcd el T JITH Y TgT

gl

Seoul plugs into India’s shipbuilding drive

Rrer s & SreTer Ao AT A 3w

e Mr. Lee’s visit has given positive momentum to the slowly progressing India-South Korea

shipbuilding partnership, as seen in the slew of Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) and
agreements signed during his trip.
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AT oft BT AT A YR-LR 31T ¢ B HRA-STRTOT FINAT STeTer AATT SR 1 78 A &1 &,

THHRT FHTUT 3T ITAT & SRIeT gEATIRA 37 FAAIAT A= (MoU) 3R gosilat & fAear g1

While the big three of the South Korean shipbuilding industry — Samsung Heavy
Industries (SHI), HD Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore Engineering, and Hanwha Ocean —
had already announced their investment plans, partnerships, or interests in India, Mr. Lee’s
support reiterates the South Korean government’s strategic commitment to shipbuilding
collaboration with India.

Teafy Efaror FINAT & Srerer faAtor 3e@hr A1 et yoge Sufarar — daaer gt §3€dr (SHI),
HD T Rafafesr vs sirpaR sshfaafar, 3tk gecer stea — uger & 9T & 9w
TYSTAT3T, AT AT S hT ENTOTT T Teht T, T o 5ft & o1 vt gfavor FINAE THFR

T AR & T STgTeT fHATOT Tt & Uiy 0T Ifasetrdr i ele’rar 8|

Last year, a subsidiary of Hyundai signed an MoU with Cochin Shipyard Limited and has
since announced plans to invest $4 billion in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, to construct a
green shipyard.

e 9§ g43¢ 1 Teh HerIeh =T o Hreter Rroars faffes & @ MoU W gEameR fhu 3k
38 a1 AfATaTg & TR 7 4 3RT STer [T R veh et RATATE 7= 1 At Hr
HIyoT |

Similarly, SHI has signed a partnership with Swan Defence and Heavy Industries to build
ships in India.

4 YhR SHI o FaTe f3%W Uz g S3TdIeT & T $IRT H STeret [@ATor & fow arstedy Fr |

These developments showcase India’s attractiveness as a shipbuilding destination for global
giants.

ﬁWWﬁWW%%WWmﬁmm%mﬁwm
gl

South Korea is also interested in developing a complementary supply chain that includes
ancillary industries.

gTaroT FINAT L e TYfet syl Tl st & o ey T@an & Foras Werrs 3T il
gl
For instance, the Korea Marine Equipment Association (KOMEA), which comprises 304

enterprises across ship design, shipbuilding, marine equipment, and ship repair, has opened
an office in Mumbai.

3ETeX0T & forw, FINET 7T sfFause afRwes (KOMEA), ST Sterer 3ams, sigret fasToT,
HHGT 3UH0T 3R STETST AFAT U 3T 304 FUTAAT MAST §, 7 Ha§ 7 A1 HrdTory Tl 1

This is expected to pave the way for the development of a robust shipbuilding ecosystem in
India.

SN ARA & Ueh Holqdl STgror fararor iR FRfaht a & faehrar &1 AT gered gl 1 371e B

Such steps will help foster a shipbuilding cluster encompassing ancillary industries and
other critical facilities required for scaling up the sector.

T FHeH Tl AT FaEeX & [Aehra 7 Tgr I giel, fTad Jeres 3eaeT 3R sa e &
faEar & forw 3maeash 3=g AgcaquT graure enfarer ghf|

Further, these partnerships are expected to provide the Indian shipbuilding industry with
much-needed support, including design and engineering expertise as well as production
know-how.

0% ATANTF, $o7 AHIGIRAT H HRAT g AT IEANT FT BATST Ua Folifraiiar Rrawaran
TAT 3cTTGeT Hatl dehallhl AT Tigd Tk AT Holey Sy 3TUeT &1

This will help India develop human capital and adopt technology at scale, making its
shipyards more competitive internationally.

W AR P AT THTH G A et 3R 93 YA IR deheilen 37T 7 T fFeraf,
T 39 RIS TR TR W) 3770 gfaeasdf seiar|
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In addition, the various MoUs signed between India and South Korea — at both the
government-to-government and business-to-business levels — on workforce
development, maritime education, research, and innovation will further strengthen the
shipbuilding ecosystem.

g faRed R 3R gf@or FINET & fT WER-V-TIFER TAT ATAT-J-FTA T TR W
Friae A, TodY e, sreqaute 3R TaraR & Heftia faffiest MoUs Sierst faor

IR TEATART o T 3R AT il |

Together, these efforts could help establish a holistic, cluster-led development model
inspired by the success of the city of Ulsan in South Korea.

J goft vaTE AT SfaToT FINAT & 3T 8T T FholdT T IRT Teh JHT Fale-ATaRT
R Afger TURT F & TEIS & Ihd &

What has been accomplished in such a short time is commendable, but the task is far from
complete.

Sdel e THT H Y STTSIAT 9Ted ﬁ%ém?ﬂ?% aﬁmmaﬁwﬂﬁgﬂr%l

To emerge as a leading shipbuilding nation, India will have to pursue multiple objectives
simultaneously.

Teh 30T SGTT AATUT IASE Tt o ToTT HRA T U TTY 3eleh oI&dT X 1 el g1 |

It must support the industry through proactive policy and fiscal measures while also
responding effectively to external crises that could disrupt supply chains and affect demand.

3 wfer Afaera 3R TereT 3UTal & ATCTA & 3T HT FAYT FAT G191 AT 3o T
HereT T THTAT ST I AIHAT LTl g1eT it ATqfef s 3R AT it wamfaa o et &

The sector will require sustained hand-holding until it becomes self-sufficient and capable of
competing globally, particularly with established giants such as China.

= &9 &1 dd doh e THAA T AT 11T ST deh Tg AT gt deT I T
IRas feaaralt & wfaeauT Fea & HeTe o g1 v |

Fill the gaps
Flaatar g

There must be a focus on human capital development, policy and fiscal support, and
bringing in ancillary industries.

ATeTa waTee e, Afaera va e gads U1 @ere 36 Torar & WAy
&ATe ST B1eTT|

India’s Maritime Vision 2030 and Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 clearly state the
objective of being among the top 10 shipbuilding nations by 2030 and in the top five by
2047.

SR &1 e et 2030 3R Aera 3y Frel &= 2047 TS I & 2030 7 o 10
STgTer fAToT &Y & TUT 2047 I MY 9= 7 A gley &1 o1 [FeRa s €1

Complementing initiatives such as the Maritime Development Fund, Shipbuilding
Development Scheme, and Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Policy make it clearer that
India is serious about attracting foreign investment in the shipping and shipbuilding sector.

ST gl Ig TISE HIAT § o AR STeTonel 3R Srgrat faor av 7 fageft fader smerf¥a v
& gfa 78R Bl

However, policy and operational gaps persist.
mﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬂwqﬁmﬁﬁa‘tﬁaﬁﬁaﬁsﬁaﬁr?%l

To rectify these gaps, India will have to focus on implementing a series of reforms related to

regulatory consistency and legal predictability and also providing access to low-cost and
long-term capital.
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ol SIATT T T A & TIT HR 1 Foramarehrr R, FTefett qalqaaar aur F37 awrd 3R
dreTiore oY hr TGSt & SIS GUR ofl9] A giel|
Steps such as the creation of the Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited (SFCL), India’s

first non-banking financial company for the maritime sector, are a positive and welcome
development.

AT BTEAT HIaRer fAfAes (SFCL) SIE uge, St 91Ra ot Tl 819 T ugelt Ix-afekar
T F9: §, T TFRIcAS 31T TERITAT FeH §l

However, the greater challenge will be establishing a comprehensive industrial ecosystem
for shipbuilding.
gTellfeh HaW TST Fllcl STeTeT fAATOT & foIw veh saraeh steaifares mifeufaehr o= warfta s

gt

To achieve this, India will need to move quickly on workforce development, supplier
localisation, and the creation of dedicated maritime institutions.

S WTed A & ToIT IR 1 Frdael A, Imqferaisit & TareIaaIor Tar 6T ao7d
FEYTAT T TATIAT W AT T 1 AT g

In addition, Indian academia and research institutions will have to play a larger role in this
developmental partnership to support the country’s shipbuilding ambitions.

gaeh 3TfaRercd AR Yerfores Feaat iR ST FEATAT T 2T T STeTeT foaior
HEATEHIETI3T T GAL & & T 58 FaaraTeHa Tsiany 3 a31 siffer fremet giafr|

India must continue to focus on three key priorities: providing sustained policy and fiscal
support, developing the capacity to absorb transferred technologies, and formulating a
sectoral strategy with clearly defined goals and targets.

AR T et oTE I fAFarat oY ST g [a gram: e wfaera ik Tererdi worda,
WleA Y FEATATOT T 3TATeT Y &THAT AT AT FAT TISC 8T arell ST orhifer AR

heAT|

The in-principle approval of the greenfield project in Tamil Nadu is a welcome
development, signalling that approval and implementation bottlenecks need not be
insurmountable.

afaarg # fadres aRHsrEn 1 e deuifas FFfa vh Trcas dad & i T ik
el ¥ STST STV 3TAIey &8l & |
To capitalise on this opportunity, however, State governments, alongside the Central

government, must ensure timely follow-through at every stage, facilitate the entry of foreign
investors, and provide continuous support throughout the investment process.

gTolifeh S8 A T X o1 3311 & TNT Toq TIHRT 1 Fgy TR & A1 FAeTat gedes =0t
# gAIICY H-ads AR e grem, fadeft faderst & gaer st goret st gl 3R X
feraer gfeRam & RTeT AR FEaeT &t g1l

A proven pathway

o fAgy AR

While India’s shipbuilding ambitions are ambitious, they are not impractical.

Il R $ g AT Agearhian? I3 §, difehel I cATaEIR 18 o

South Korea’s shipbuilding journey, from a minor player to a global leader in just 15 years,
beginning in the 1970s, demonstrates what is possible.

ETRYOT FINAT hT STETeT HHATT AT, ST 1970 F GAF A Y& §IehY AT 15 T8 7 Teh Bl [Worsr &
aﬁamﬁmaaﬁamqgiﬁ,agaaﬁ?ﬁ%%wmﬁ%l

India can replicate that success by focusing on three priorities: sustained policy and
financial support, competitive shipbuilding and industrial capacity, and a skilled
workforce.
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R oY et wrafATant W) eare FiEd FIF 5T hIdT i GIedT TohdT ¢ [Aa] dfaera sl
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Amazon to invest
additional $13 bn
in Al, cloud: CEO

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Amazon CEO Andy Jassy
on Thursday announced
an additional investment
of $13 billion to expand Al
and cloud infrastructure in
India by 2030. This comes
within six months of Ama-
zon announcing $35 billion
in new investments in the
country. Mr. Jassy met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi earlier in the day at
New Delhi and reiterated
Amazon’s long-term com-
mitment to the country.

The CEO highlighted the
growing importance of In-
dia, where Amazon operat-
ed several businesses in-
cluding ecommerce, Al
and cloud, and entertain-
ment among others. He al-
so noted that the compa-
ny’s India business was on
a strong growth trajectory
with strong customer de-
mand, especially in e-com-
merce and AWS business.

“We came to India over
a decade ago and have
since been serving custom-
ers, sellers, developers,
start-ups and enterprises
through our different busi-
nesses. The response has
been tremendous, with
strong growth especially
across our e-commerce,
Al, and cloud businesses,”
M. Jassy said.

“As we grow Amazon in
India, our business priori-
ties continue to align with
India’s priorities of demo-
cratising access to Al, digi-
tising small businesses,
creating jobs, and enabling
exports. We are investing
over $48 billion in the com-
ing five years to meet the
strong demand across our

Amazon CEO Andy Jassy with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday.

business in India and to
help the country achieve
these priorities,” he said.

This takes Amazon’s to-
tal planned investment in
expanding and supporting
Aland cloud infrastructure
to over $21 billion between
2026 and 2030, establish-
ing it as one of the largest
global Al and cloud infras-
tructure investors in the
country.

According to an Ama-
zon communique, the in-
vestment will expand AWS
data centre capacity in
Mumbai and Hyderabad,
giving start-ups, enterpris-
es and government organi-
sations access to custom Al
chips, managed Al servic-
es, secure and reliable
cloud technologies and de-
veloper tools to innovate
faster, scale rapidly, and
serve customers globally.

Amazon’s cumulative in-
vestments in India from
2010-2030 stand at over
$88 billion, as per the com-
pany. The company plans
to launch over 20 new ful-
filment centres and over
100 new last-mile delivery
stations this year, ensuring
faster and reliable deliver-
ies nationwide, especially
in tier 3 and 4 cities.

Mr. Jassy said.
AR &-FAW, Al wmmﬁﬁﬁmm@waﬁﬁrg@%sﬂuﬁmm

wfafsrar el 8, 4t Sl = =Tl

26J6. Amazon to invest additional $13 bn in Al,
cloud: CEO

ST Al 3R Fo3s & srfaled 13 3RT stax F71 A9er
FM: CEO

e Amazon CEO Andy Jassy on Thursday announced an
additional investment of $13 billion to expand Al and cloud
infrastructure in India by 2030.

A & CEO T J (Andy Jassy) = IEdR T #R & 2030
T Al 3R FA138 HREFAR & TATAR o Tl ATARSFT 13 3RT
STl & fAaer fr gwor fi|

e This comes within six months of Amazon announcing
$35 billion in new investments in the country.

g GIYOT AT SaRT &2 H 35 IR STel{ & AT feId2r FT 9o &
TE A & MR Hr s g

e Mr. Jassy met Prime Minister Narendra Modi earlier in
the day at New Delhi and reiterated Amazon’s long-term
commitment to the country.

A et = ot 3 gt 78 Rereelt 7 wenerH a1l Ay I eI Y
3R &er & gfa e i Srefepifors gfaeeydar ges|

e The CEO highlighted the growing importance of India,
where Amazon operated several businesses including e-
commerce, Al and cloud, and entertainment among others.

CEO & IR & §ad Hecd X JhIRT STelT, STal AT §-HIAY, Al
FAT3S, AANSI Oigd F3 &¥al 7 FRRA B
e He also noted that the company’s India business was on

a strong growth trajectory with strong customer demand,
especially in e-commerce and AWS business.

Segiot Ig 31 gl foh ShTeil T R H HRITR HTT [dehre T
e 7 3¢ W &, 5181 AT FT F §-HAN 3R AWS FaarT &F
TG!S AT HIH AT &

¢ “We came to India over a decade ago and have since

been serving customers, sellers, developers, start-ups and
enterprises through our different businesses.

“GH Ueh g2 W 317U Ugel AR 37T A 3R 9 & 319+ fAffeet
ST o ATCTH T ATgeni, fasharail, Sqerqd, Tere-3rew 3R
3CYAT T AATT Y& F TG o

e The response has been tremendous, with strong growth
especially across our e-commerce, Al, and cloud businesses,”
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“As we grow Amazon in India, our business priorities continue to align with India’s priorities
of democratising access to Al, digitising small businesses, creating jobs, and enabling
exports.

‘S-S ART & AT FT [ITAR &Y T &, AR AgaT A A TRAFATT AR Fr qrrfReransiy
a;a@m%,féaﬁma%mammqga,agmw%m,mwaﬂ?m
T SGTdT ST AMFAT &1

We are investing over $48 billion in the coming five years to meet the strong demand across
our business in India and to help the country achieve these priorities,” he said.

g 37TeY dTel Ui Gt 37 SR 3 3o SHTHI T TGl HIT T G et AT S &l 3T
IrAfREAT3T ot g1 el & TEA9T &oY & Tl 48 3R St & 3 T AT FI R &, It

el

This takes Amazon’s total planned investment in expanding and supporting Al and cloud
infrastructure to over $21 billion between 2026 and 2030, establishing it as one of the
largest global Al and cloud infrastructure investors in the country.

S8 2026 § 2030 o &1 Al 3R FA33 FHRTFA o TATAR Ud HHYA & HASAT I Fel
ST fAaer 21 3Ra st A 3178 gt SiTeem, foaw g SUr 7 Al 3R #1338 ShReFaR & Tad
§3 e foaeret & enfder gr Srear|

According to an Amazon communique, the investment will expand AWS data centre
capacity in Mumbai and Hyderabad, giving start-ups, enterprises and government
organisations access to custom Al chips, managed Al services, secure and reliable cloud
technologies and developer tools to innovate faster, scale rapidly, and serve customers
globally.

AT & Ueh ARG FAT & 78R, Tg faer Hag 3R e 7 AWS e HeT &y afaAar
T TAEAR T, Tored TeTe-3rew, 3eAT 3N aehRY Harsei 1 fay Al frew, sefera Al darg,
RETT Td fAaHA1 Fel138 Tehelleh AT ST o 3ToisY glel, fTad I ol & R Y
Fehat, 2frer TATaR X Fehat 3R afRah aTgep! &Y JATT YT T Thal |

Amazon’s cumulative investments in India from 2010-2030 stand at over $88 billion, as per
the company.

YT & THR, 2010-2030 & SNt AR H AT HT et HarA 2T 88 IR Sfe I 31TH
grem|

The company plans to launch over 20 new fulfilment centres and over 100 new last-mile
delivery stations this year, ensuring faster and reliable deliveries nationwide, especially in
Tier-3 and Tier-4 cities.

Suel 38 ¥ 20 ¥ At AT Fafrasic FeT 3K 100 § 3fF 7T aree-AEe Befad weerer
YUE e T TraTelT F=17 T &, T q eer &, faeioes feaR-3 31k Reaw-4 e’ &, At 3R
fareaeeii 3l giated r s @k
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Village youth track down wildlife wonders in drought-prone Satara
YET-TATTRAT TR # 71iq & Fansit F qegsiial & IHea HHR HT IaqT T

Village youth track down wildlife wonders in drought-prone Satara

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

In a community-led survey,
the locals from Maharash-
tra’s Kiraksal, a hilly village
in the drought-prone re-
gion of Satara, document-
ed over 600 species.

Indian wolf, Bengal fox,
striped hyena and many
more were spotted using
camera traps and GIS map-
ping. The 606 documented
species include 212 birds,
34 herpetofauna, 160 vas-
cular plants, and 18 mam-
mals. The Kukudwad forest
landscape, adjoining Kirak-
sal, hosts 295 distinct floral
species.

The findings of the re-
search - started in 2023 un-
der the Kiraksal Conserva-
tion Project to document
the “pulsating life” of the
Mandesh area - was sub-
mitted earlier this year to
the Chief Conservator of
Forest, Kolhapur (Territo-

-
pes and sights: A stnped hyena at Kiraksal village in Satara district of Maharashtra the village youth
were trained to install cameras and monitor the captured footage in a community-led survey that
documented more than 600 species in the hilly village. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

rial) Forest Circle, Deputy
Conservator of Forest (Ter-
ritorial), Satara Forest Divi-
sion, Maharashtra Forest
Department, and World
Wildlife Fund for Nature
(WWF India), who also
funded the project.

“We confirmed that Ki-
raksal is a breeding strong-
hold for the striped hyena,

golden jackal, Bengal fox
and the Indian grey wolf.
We are currently monitor-
ing two wolf packs, map-
ping active breeding dens
and essential rendezvous
sites for species persis-
tence, in the rocky crevices
of the Dambi Hills and Ma-
dladara scrub forests of Ki-
raksal,” said Chinmay Pra-

kash Sawant, project lead
and Mumbai-based wildlife
biologist.

Involvement of locals

The study recognised that
the colonial classification
of areas at Maan taluka as
wastelands are actually vi-
tal open natural ecosys-
tems that constitute ap-

proximately 25.6% of the
district, totalling 2,686 sq
km. Maan taluka alone is
spread across 1,451.19 sq.
km, of which around 18.2
sq km comprises Kiraksal
village on the border of
Maan- Khatav tehsil.

The youth of Kiraksal vil-
lage from Maan were
trained to instal cameras
and monitor the captured
footage. Several villagers,
previously involved in
hunting and now having
knowledge of dense areas,
helped the team of biolo-
gists to locate sites spotting
the hyenas and wolves.
“The locals are the guar-
dians. They have better
knowledge and we use that
knowledge,” said Mr. Sa-
want, who has spent a fair
amount of childhood vaca-
tions in Kiraksal.

The local community of
Kiraksal involved in the
project implemented a “tri-
system” of self- imposed so-

cial prohibitions - kurhad
bandi (ban on axe or prohi-
bition on cutting trees), shi-
kar bandi (hunting ban),
and vanva bandi (forest fire
ban) to maintain ecological
health of the landscape.
Along with the documenta-
tion, the research team also
created awareness among
the villagers to protect wil-
dlife in the area, making
them understand the im-
portance of the food chain.

After the study, a propo-
sal was submitted to the
Deputy Conservator of For-
ests of Satara Forest Divi-
sion to declare 23 villages,
spread across 4,793 hec-
tares of Maan and Khatav
forest ranges, as Mandesh
Conservation Reserve. “We
are also working to include
the continuous stretch of
three clusters (Kiraksal, Ku-
kudwad, and Kaledhon) to
be conserved with legal
protection,” said Mr.
Sawant.

26J6. Village youth track down wildlife wonders in drought-prone Satara
ET-TATTRAT TART & 71iq & Fansit F qegsiial & IHea FHR HT IdT T

e Inacommunity-led survey, the locals from Maharashtra’s Kiraksal, a hilly village in the
drought-prone region of Satara, documented over 600 species.

HACHI-Adcd dTef TGO H FAFRISE & FH TS o TG W91 o, S FART o G@r-ganfaa &3
T Teh UgT8T 3119 &, 600 & 3rftre yonfaat &1 gearasieor fomar|

¢ Indian wolf, Bengal fox, striped hyena and many more were spotted using camera traps
and GIS mapping.

AR AT, Fae A, 4RIER dFsaeaT Tfed F$ 3T g=goiial T Far ¢ 3R e
AR Fr TETIar ¥ @ =)

e The 606 documented species include 212 birds, 34 herpetofauna, 160 vascular plants,
and 18 mammals.

GEATaSiFa 606 Ferfaat & 212 gaft, 34 gferwlar, 160 Hageit e, 3 18 FaeTerry anfdier &
e The Kukudwad forest landscape, adjoining Kiraksal, hosts 295 distinct floral species.

e & o FFsars g TRged 295 faflrse gedier yenfort &1 foara s &1

e The findings of the research — started in 2023 under the Kiraksal Conservation Project to
document the “pulsating life” of the Mandesh area — was submitted earlier this year to the
Chief Conservator of Forest, Kolhapur (Territorial) Forest Circle, Deputy Conservator of
Forest (Territorial), Satara Forest Division, Maharashtra Forest Department, and World
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF India), who also funded the project.

FqHYTe & fasehd, ST 2023 # fFvhaer TRaTor IRAISTAT & T ABY &7 & "Fufed Sfaar

CETASARIOT et & TIT & T 91T A, 58 I Y YBIHTA H FET T AETH, FIegTIX (T RAF)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page3 7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

a1 g, 39 I OETF (TS FAF), HART T THET, AFRISE o1 fI90T, 31 I8 q8esas® 65 B
AT (WWF 3f33m) 1 3T e, foraes 38 aRaerar i fadr dgradr ot e $i

e “We confirmed that Kiraksal is a breeding stronghold for the striped hyena, golden
jackal, Bengal fox and the Indian grey wolf.

“gHeT giSe T § 1o Fawwe, qRIgR aFgaaer, gorer AR, Fome als) 3ik sl o
AL 7 vk yw worAT H5

e We are currently monitoring two wolf packs, mapping active breeding dens and essential
rendezvous sites for species persistence, in the rocky crevices of the Dambi Hills and

Madladara scrub forests of Kiraksal,” said Chinmay Prakash Sawant, project lead and
Mumbai-based wildlife biologist.

g et 3 AFFAT & a gist o farret o 18 € o frsrarer &t srelt weif3a 3R srgarerr

TSR AT 6T T GIRT 7 AlhT Ioiatel Al 3R TSTTadr & TIETOT & folv Taege fAee
Tl T AT H I8 8, IRANSTAT 57@ AR Ha$ ua aegsia shafaare Rewa garer
TEd o HET|

Involvement of locals

T At Y Hefery

e The study recognised that the colonial classification of areas at Maan taluka as
wastelands are actually vital open natural ecosystems that constitute approximately 25.6%
of the district, totalling 2,686 sq km.

IETY 1 HIAT o AT aTelenT & a¥a1 o1 Itaferaflre Fefferzor # T o7fr svgr arar a7, S @
aredd & Ageaqot Go Irpfas qRTPAfIRr a7 &, St forel & Srameter 25.6% &1 3727 2,686 ot
forett 31 thor gu £

e Maan taluka alone is spread across 1,451.19 sqg. km, of which around 18.2 sq km comprises
Kiraksal village on the border of Maan-Khatav tehsil.

aﬁammgwﬁrl,%l.lgaﬁmmﬁwaﬁﬂﬁwm 18.2 et fpelY &7 AT-Werd
dgder i T R TUd fwae a1ig #1 8|

e The local community of Kiraksal involved in the project implemented a “tri-system” of self-
imposed social prohibitions — kurhad bandi (ban on axe or prohibition on cutting trees),
shikar bandi (hunting ban), and vanva bandi (forest fire ban) to maintain ecological health
of the landscape.

AR & 53 e & TUEAT FHEY o TRed & TIRfRfas Farey 1 o= w@a &
fore Ta-emme arw wrnfore gforaut A1 B-gomelr o1y i — FETE & (Feers AT U Hed |
gfaee), AR 981 (R W ufaswy), 3R aaar &) (@ w gidew)|

e Along with the documentation, the research team also created awareness among the

villagers to protect wildlife in the area, making them understand the importance of the food
chain.

EEATASAHROT o HIY-HTY HTHUTT &l o FTHUN o el et 1 olls cifer 3 &7
FegSitar 1 T&T Y 3R WIET el & Hged ol THSH |
e After the study, a proposal was submitted to the Deputy Conservator of Forests of Satara

Forest Division to declare 23 villages, spread across 4,793 hectares of Maan and Khatav
forest ranges, as Mandesh Conservation Reserve.

YT & 1 GART IT THIT & 3T Jof HI&TH 1 Ueh Y& AT a7, Toqs AT 31K @eE a1
&1 & 4,793 g H ol 23 T4l I ATSY TI&TOT Rord YT et ¥ Ajer Fir 715

o “We are also working to include the continuous stretch of three clusters (Kiraksal,
Kukudwad, and Kaledhon) to be conserved with legal protection,” said Mr. Sawant.

‘G ieT Torgl (R, $3a18 AR FTeeI) 3 el 817 I Flefel! TRTOT & WY JIF&IT Fat
1 T & ot e T T &, A WraT o el
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e The youth of Kiraksal village from Maan were trained to instal cameras and monitor the
captured footage.

AT o foramarer a11a o Fanit 1 o Ffa F3a 3R N1 fre o wear B o a3 &1
gfreyor fer arm|

e Several villagers, previously involved in hunting and now having knowledge of dense areas,
helped the team of biologists to locate sites spotting the hyenas and wolves.

s AT, ST g SR 3 A & 31K 319 et &1t & AT WA €, 3egle shafaanfaar
& FI AFsaE! 3R ARAT F W ST T TUTAT Y YA et F TEIIAT FI|

e “Thelocals are the guardians.
“FYTTT 9T €7 5 &1 & WIETH ¢ |

e They have better knowledge and we use that knowledge,” said Mr. Sawant, who has spent
a fair amount of childhood vacations in Kiraksal.

3% UTH S5k ATARRT § 3R g7 3T ATTFRY T 39T i &, 4 Arad o FgT, [Segiet 379er
T Y 7§ Fefedt waa 7 fde ¢

e The local community of Kiraksal involved in the project implemented a “tri-system” of self-
imposed social prohibitions.

ARENSTAT A I3 T & TUAT FHET A F9-eMT T JrATrh gfaaet i H-gomred Hr
T fema |
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Netra, India’s airborne surveillance platform, gets final operational nod

HRT & garé el #9 @ &1 sifaer aReares wdiefa el

Eye in the sky

Mission ready: The indigenously developed NETRA
Airborne Early Warning and Control system during an
event to receive final operational

clearance at the Centre for Airborne Systems in Beng
aluru, Karnataka, on Thursday.

Mission ready: The indigenously developed NETRA Airborne Early Warning and Control system during an event to receive final operational
clearance at the Centre for Airborne Systems in Bengaluru, Karnataka, on Thursday. K. MURALI KUMAR (REPORT: PAGE 6)
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Netra, India’s airborne surveillance
platform, gets final operational nod

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

The indigenous Netra Air-
borne Early Warning and
Control (AEW&C) system,
which played a pivotal role
as a force multiplier for the
Indian Air Force in the
2019 Balakot strikes and
Operation Sindoor last
year, was accorded final
operational clearance
(FOC) on Thursday.
Developed indigenously
by the Bengaluru-based
Centre for Airborne Sys-
tems (CABS), the Netra
AEW&C is integrated on
the Brazilian Embraer
EMB-145] aircraft platform.
The system encompass-
es a sophisticated suite of
mission equipment, in-
cluding an Active Electron-
ically Scanned Array (AE-
SA) radar, Identification
Friend or Foe (IFF), mis-
sion computer, secure
communication networks,
electronic support mea-
sures (ESM) and communi-

Air Marshal Awadhesh Kumar Bharti and others, pose during a
ceremony marking the FOC of NETRA on Thursday. MURALI KUMAR K

cation support measures.
India is the fifth country in
the world to develop this
capability, as Netra can de-
tect, track, identify and
monitor airborne and mar-
itime targets enhancing the
network-centric  opera-
tions capabilities of the
IAF.

Dedication

At an event to mark the oc-
casion, scientists and IAF
officers dedicated the

achievement to colleagues
killed in a tragic air crash in
1999. The seeds of India’s
airborne warning and con-
trol system (AWACS) were
sown in the early 1980s.
However, the tragic
crash of a modified HS-748
Avro aircraft near Arakko-
nam in Tamil Nadu, with
eight people aboard, in-
cluding four IAF personnel
and four scientists, on Ja-
nuary 11, 1999 resulted in
the programme being

abandoned temporarily.

The programme took off
again after being sanc-
tioned afresh in 2004. Dur-
ing this intervening period,
scientists kept their persev-
erance and hoped for the
best.

“On January 11, 1999, the
ill-fated aircraft had a
crash. I salute personnel
who were on board, who
made their supreme sacrif-
ice. Today we have shown
that their sacrifice has not
gone in vain. This FOC is
dedicated to them,” Direc-
tor-General of Aeronautics
Cluster of the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO), K.
Rajalakshmi Menon said.

The Initial Operational
Clearance (I0C) for the Ne-
tra was accorded in 2015
and it was inducted into
the IAF in 2017.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) has ap-
proved the development of
six more AEW&C Mk-1A
systems by the CABS.

26J6. Netra, India’s airborne surveillance platform, gets final operational nod

AR & §a1$ Aol #9 w7 &t sifasr aReares wEgfa B

The indigenous Netra Airborne Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) system, which
played a pivotal role as a force multiplier for the Indian Air Force in the 2019 Balakot
strikes and Operation Sindoor last year, was accorded Final Operational Clearance

(FOC) on Thursday.

T2l AF vIRElet 3relt aifefer vz Felar (AEW&.C) wotrelt, fSraet 2019 aremeie gval 3R Roer
ay & JraereT gy & AR I FaT & TAT BRF AeIcara” il HgeaquT A s o, 38
IRaR i 3ifasr aRErere FFfa (FOC) Ter 1 95|

Developed indigenously by the Bengaluru-based Centre for Airborne Systems (CABS),
the Netra AEW&C is integrated on the Brazilian Embraer EMB-145] aircraft platform.

darere U WeX B TaRal Reerd (CABS) garT Facel ®9 & fashflid # AEW&C &
FroNforTS TFaR EMB-145! fa#ATT colchis o) Tehidhd famam aram |

The system encompasses a sophisticated suite of mission equipment, including an Active
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar, ldentification Friend or Foe (IFF), mission
computer, secure communication networks, electronic support measures (ESM) and
communication support measures.

S YOI 3 3(caTe]foteh AR 3Uehull o1 FAME 8, Toleel vided gaFelfasmel Thes W
(AESA) B8R, 3mgsfefranere s iR Y (IFF), e Fegey, gifdia §ar Aca#, gaacias
HANE AT (ESM) TUT FHFfanere quIE Ao nfarer 1
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e Indiais the fifth country in the world to develop this capability, as Netra can detect, track,
identify and monitor airborne and maritime targets enhancing the network-centric
operations capabilities of the 1AF.

HRT S &TACT 1 TATAd el dTell e dT T Yiarat &2¥ S 141§, FiTeh A gars I T
&Y ST TAT oT9TTeY, SeThT ST dlal, IeTehl UgdTel ey 3T IoTeh! fAIRTe et 3 TeTH &, Torad
AR I VAT T Acadh-hied HTFATA T &THA T B

Dedication

gAYoT

e At an event to mark the occasion, scientists and IAF officers dedicated the achievement to
colleagues killed in a tragic air crash in 1999.

S8 IET W IS Hrdsha 7 Fanfaat 3R Rl arg da & srftraial 2 5@ suafeu
1999 #T g faATeT gHeaT H AR AT 391 AIAAT S FATI TR

e The seeds of India’s airborne warning and control system (AWACS) were sown in the
early 1980s.

R Y TATENT ATfe1aT T3 FHetel FATSH (AWACS) #T ia 1980 F Gl 1 B3ATT H T 718
T

e However, the tragic crash of a modified HS-748 Avro aircraft near Arakkonam in Tamil
Nadu, with eight people aboard, including four IAF personnel and four scientists, on January
11, 1999 resulted in the programme being abandoned temporarily.

gTollfeh, 11 STeTaY 1999 T ATHTATZ o IXFHITH & felehe TN HS-748 Tt FRasTeT T g@e
g, foe IR $RER arg A e 3R TR Fafaent Afed 316 @97 FaRr 3, & FROT 58
FIAHHA I TEART T & U T 33|

e The programme took off again after being sanctioned afresh in 2004.
S HIAhHA HT 2004 H SITRT TIHT [Helal & ae; Gof: L& Fopam aram|

o During this intervening period, scientists kept their perseverance and hoped for the best.
50 91T & HI F T o & 91T T@r 3R Sga aRome i 3mer S8 S

e “OnJanuary 11, 1999, the ill-fated aircraft had a crash.
"11 STeradt 1999 Y gAY faHT=T gHeaIe g arar 41"

e | salute personnel who were on board, who made their supreme sacrifice.
ﬁﬁﬂmﬁrwmmﬁﬁﬁﬁmméﬁaﬁﬂaﬁﬁraﬁaﬁml

e Today we have shown that their sacrifice has not gone in vain.
31T &1 Ry o T & o 3eteht sforgrer o2 =1g1 arm|

e This FOC is dedicated to them,” Director-General of Aeronautics Cluster of the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), K. Rajalakshmi Menon said.

Tl HTHUTA UF fIFTH WIS (DRDO) o TIANHFH Felve Y Al &. AsTorg Y Fetel o
&el, "Ig FOC 3¢ &l gHNT §1"

e The Initial Operational Clearance (I0OC) for the Netra was accorded in 2015 and it was
inducted into the IAF in 2017.

AT AT 2015 F YRIAF aRErers FHa (10C) vert i a1 ot 3R 2017 & 58 ARAT ag Fa &
Al fohar aram|

e The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) has approved the development of six more
AEW&C Mk-1A systems by the CABS.

Hesie FAA i RFARE (CCS) A CABS garT &g 3R AEW&C Mk-1A yonferat & faema
AT ST
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